46* Annual Ray Garrett Jr.
Corporate & Securities

Law Institute

Thursday, October 1, 2026

8-9 a.m. | Registration and Continental
Breakfast

9-9:10 a.m. | Welcome and Overview

9:10-9:55 a.m. | SEC Rulemaking
Developments: A Conversation with the
Division of Corporation Finance*
SPEAKERS

Sebastian Gomez Abero, Deputy Director, Legal
and Regulatory Policy, Division of Corporation
Finance, U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission,
Washington, DC

Christina Thomas, Deputy Director, Chief Advisor
on Disclosure, Policy, and Rulemaking, Division of
Corporation Finance, U.S. Securities and Exchange
Commission, Washington, DC

MODERATOR
Christina Roupas, Cooley LLP, Chicago

9:55-10:40 a.m. | Rule Modernization and
Changes and Their Impact on Disclosure*
SESSION CHAIR

Reid Hooper, Special Counsel, Cooley LLP,
Washington, DC

PANELISTS

Erin McQuade, General Counsel and Chief
Administrative Officer, Alto Neuroscience Inc.,
Mountain View, CA

Annabelle Pereira, Deputy General Counsel, Life360,
Inc., Chicago

Ashley Sinclair, Foley & Lardner LLP, Chicago

OCT 1-2, 2026
CHICAGO, IL

10:40-11:05 a.m. | Break

11:05 a.m.-12:05 p.m. | Proxy Issues*

SESSION CHAIR
Katie LaVoy, Sidley Austin LLP, Chicago

PANELISTS

Kathleen Boege, Executive Vice President, Chief Legal
Officer and Corporate Secretary, Wintrust Financial
Corporation, Rosemont, IL

Cathy Conlon, Senior Vice President, Head of
Disclosure Solutions, Broadridge Financial Solutions,
Inc., New York City

Jessica Paik, Divisional Vice President, Associate
General Counsel, and Assistant Secretary, Abbott,
Abbott Park, IL

Lori Zyskowski, Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP, New
York City

12:05-1:30 p.m. | Lunch

1:30-2:30 p.m. | Board Hot Topics:
Roundtable with Outside Directors and In-
House Counsel

SESSION CHAIR

Robert Hayward, Kirkland & Ellis LLP, Chicago

PANELISTS

Laura Brown, Board Chair, Helios Technologies,
Sarasota, FL

Margaret Egan, Executive Vice President, General
Counsel and Secretary, Hyatt Hotels Corporation,
Chicago

*Session will be recorded and available on demand following the live Institute
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2:35-3:35 p.m. | M&A Hot Topics*
SESSION CHAIR

Karessa Cain, Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz, New
York City

PANELISTS

David Clark, Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom
LLP, Chicago

Scott D’Angelo, Executive Vice President, Chief Legal
Officer and Corporate Secretary, UL Solutions Inc.,
Northbrook, IL

Dotun Obadina, Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton &
Garrison LLP, New York City

Stephanie Weissglas, General Counsel, Advanced
Structures, Collins Aerospace, East Hartford, CT

3:35—-4 p.m. | Break

4-5 p.m. | Practical Usage of Al in
Transactions and Disclosure*
SESSION CHAIR

Nina Flax, Mayer Brown, Palo Alto, CA

PANELISTS
Adam Aft, Baker McKenzie, Chicago

Ryan Hopkins, Director & Senior Expert Counsel, Al &
Emerging Technology Transactions, General Motors,
Detroit

Camilla Merrick, General Counsel, Olympic Steel &
Corporate Secretary, Ryerson Holding Corporation,
Chicago

5-6 p.m. | Attendee Reception

Friday, October 2, 2026

8:15 a.m. | Continental Breakfast

9-10 a.m. | SEC Enforcement: A Conversation
with Deputy Director Paul Tzur
SPEAKER

Paul Tzur, Deputy Director, Division of Enforcement,
U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission, Chicago

CO-MODERATORS
Rachel Copenhaver, Vedder, Chicago
Jonathan Haray, DLA Piper LLP (US), Washington, DC

10-10:10 a.m. | Break

10:10-11:25 a.m. | Delaware Mock Argument
and Conversation with Judge Nathan A. Cook
PRESIDING

Vice Chancellor Nathan A. Cook, Delaware Court of
Chancery, Wilmington, DE

COMMENTATOR
Marjorie Duffy, Jones Day, Columbus, OH

LITIGATORS

John Day, Prickett, Jones & Elliott, P.A., Wilmington,
DE

Susan Waesco, Morris, Nichols, Arsht, & Tunnell LLP,
Wilmington, DE

11:30 a.m.=12:30 p.m. | Shareholder Activism

SESSION CHAIR
Christopher Drewry, Latham & Watkins LLP, Chicago

PANELISTS

Brandon Gold, McDermott Will & Schulte, New York
City

Barrett Golden, Partner, Joele Frank, Wilkinson
Brimmer Katcher, New York City

Jason Kelroy, General Counsel, Circular Action
Alliance, Milwaukee

Amy Lissauer, Managing Director, Global Head of
Activism and Raid Defense, Bank of America Merrill
Lynch, New York City

*Session will be recorded and available on demand following the live Institute
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12:30-12:50 p.m. | Boxed Lunch Pick-Up

12:50-1:50 p.m. | Ethics: Issues of Privilege

SESSION CHAIR

Jonathan Buck, Deputy General Counsel, Ashurst
Perkins Coie Group, Chicago

PANELISTS

Ismail Alsheik, Chief Legal Officer, Vantage Data
Centers, Denver

Wendy Muchman, Professor of Practice,
Northwestern Pritzker School of Law, Chicago

Leah Trzcinski, Chief Legal and Compliance Officer,
Donnelley Financial Solutions (DFIN), Chicago

1:55-2:55 p.m. | Al Governance

SESSION CHAIR

Angie Snavely, Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP,
Minneapolis

PANELISTS

Benjamin Backberg, Vice President, Deputy General
Counsel and Assistant Corporate Secretary, General
Mills Inc., Minneapolis

Elizabeth Gingold Clark, Alston & Bird LLP, Atlanta &
New York City

Margaret Hermes Neiman, Chief Administrative &
Operating Officer, Avant, LLC, Chicago

2:55 p.m. | Institute Concludes

Contact us at professional-ed@law.northwestern.edu
with any questions.

Agenda as of 8.10.2026
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