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number of my car because the police soon followed me and arrested me.

STATE OF MISSISSIPPI ) SS

)
COUNTY OF FORREST )

AFFIDAVIT OF JOHNNY LEE ROBERTS

I, Johnny Lee Roberts, being duly sworn under oath, deposes and states as
follows: .
1. I was born on April 28, 1941 in Hattiesburg, Mississippi.
2. In September 1960, I was working at the Forrest County Co-Op in
Hattiesburg where I loaded trucks and hauled feed. I had been working there for about
four years.
3. On September 25, 1960, in the morning, I wés arrested and charged with
burglarizing the Co-op. At approximately 4:45é.m., Idrove my' car to the back entrance - Q
of the Co-op and entéred through the back doors. Ihad left the back door unlocked at [5 .

closing time the day before. My plan was to load some of the damaged feed into my car /H‘ e Fwme,

6’ C&m o
and to sell the feed to Clyde Kennard for about 2§ a sack! Jpon entermg the Co-Op, I PW‘G*'C&-
c:: ~Op o give.

began to Ioad sacks of the damaged chicken feed, which were stored near the back doors, %\war ‘”&'Z’@g

Leed o ) w\p!g@es

into the trurik of my car. Each sack weighed one hundred pounds and I could only ﬁt five

of thein in my trunk. . : _ ‘ A
4. AsI was loading the feed, I saw a night watchman coming towards me. I .

went back inside the Co-dp and hid. As soon as I saw him leave, I jumped.in the car and . :

then drove away with the chicken feed. I took the feed_ to the home of Clyd'e Kennard -

whe paid me $10.00 for the feed. The night watchmaﬁ must have written down the tag




5. At Clyde Kennard’s trial, testimony suggested that I planned the burglary in
“advance with Kennard and that he instructed me on how to leave the back door of the Co-
op. There was also testimony that Kennard asked me to get him some feed “on the side.”
‘None of these statements are true. Kennard did not ask me to get him feed ‘on the side.’
Kennard did not ask me to steal. Kennard did not ask me to break into the co-op, Kennard
did not ask me to do anything illegal. Kennar& is not guilty of burglary or any other
crime. ‘

6.. The true story is that from timé tp time when I worked at the Co-op, I entered
into agreements with farmers for the sale of damaged feed. When I worked at the Co-op,
the Co-op usually gave away the damaged feed to me. On rare occasions, thé Co-op

would sell the feed to me at a reduced rate. 1 would then offer to sell the damaged feed

to the farmers for approximately $2 a sack. ,
7. my arrest, the owners of the Co-op found out that I was selling

damaged feed to Clyde Kennard. _ o-him. I believe
TR fad uc%%é H(‘”‘ :
that they.teld medo-cut-Kennard & becausc he was a black man trying to enroll at

University of Southern Mississippi.
8. I wanted to help Mr. Kennard because he was always good to me and my
family. At one time, my father and Ilived on a hoﬁse at the Kennard place. Idid not

think that it was fair that the Co-op was cutting off Clyde just because he wanted to go to

Southem, and I did not want to see Clyde go out of busmess or lose his farm.™I decided
was one tlz ocpsions Wak gl R,
0,

to hclp Clyde obtsin some feed-endﬁ September 25, 1960, 1 carried out my plan to get

IR

some feed for Mr. Kennard. :

;5?* Tn Mduhm, M

ol of He Recd companiey in
e, ot all 0% S S o el i

selling ine dawnmgged ' e ~
%&d .G%:;m Hime 0 Hme, o | E:::L"‘ _‘,%\:&\cww Mv. kmwd ne e{:{
J'R ' - ‘ Ut feed, or‘&w é“’* MAsSYK (n ovder
' : o 2 padse Ws chickesns o e

nest Sipag of Prﬂdué*‘o"(




9. I have always felt bad about what happened to Clyde. He was a good man,
and I thought the world of him. I would like to see his name cleared and for the full truth
of what happened on September 25, 1960 to finally become known.. Clyde had nothing

to do with stealing the chicken feed. I believe that he was arrested and sent to prison not

because of the feed but because he was trying to go to Sou}hem.

10..  Because I have some difficulties with reading, this statement was read to
me slowly, line by line. After each sentence, I was asked if the information contained in -

each line was true and was given the opportunity to make any corrections to the

statement.

11. I am making this statement of my own free will. No one has threatened me or

promised me anything in return for this statement.

o e

MY COMMISSION EXPIRES OCT. 8, 2007 : _ ; '

- T, b2 Roberts

Notary Public
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Diverse group calis for pardon

® War veteran Kennard put in prison in 1960 for trying to integrate USM

By Jerry Mitchell

{mitcheli@clarionledger.com
A growing chorus of young and old, black 1 1h
and white, Republican and Democrat is ] A ‘T
calling for Gov. Haley Barbour to pardon a ‘l

decorated Korean War veteran Imprisoned inlw'
1960 after repeatedly trying to integrate th
Unlversity of Southermn Mississippi.

et

3 : Z / 1‘“ &\.\""

A three-month investigation by The
Clarion-Ledger revealed in December that
Clyde Kennard went to prison for a crime he -
never committed after refusing to abandon
his quest to enroll at the school. In the 1960
trial, Johnny Roberts testified Kennard put
him up to stealing $25 in chicken feed.
Kennard Roberts now swears under oath that
Kennard - now deceased - did nothing
illegal.

"This is a clear-cut question to me," sald 3rd District U.S. Rep. Chip
Pickering, a Republican. "He (Kennard) was an innocent man, wrongly
convicted. The Mississippi justice system should clear his name, and if not,
the govermor should pardon him."

Last month, the Mississippl Senate
passed a resolution praising
Kennard but stopplng short of
declaring his innocence. A
ceremony is set for March 30 at the
Capitol, where the Senate plans to
present a copy of that resolutlon to
Kennard's brother-in-law, the Rev.
Willle Grant of Hattiesburg.

Although Barbour's office has
declared the governor has no plans
to issue any pardons, the governor Ciarion-

does plan to recognize Kennard's Special to The Clarion-Ledger
family in some way, Barbour Ciyde Kennard was attending the

spokesman Pete Smith said. University of Chicago when his
stepfather became disabled and

-State Sen. John Horhn, D-Jackson, Kennard had to cut short his studies In

s told him Kennard " 1955 to return to Hattlasburg to hetp
ald Barbour na got his mother, Leona Smith, run the famlly

a raw deal.” farm.

Kennard deserves to have his name

cleared, Horhn said. "Mr. Kennard was an American hero who served his
country well. ... He helped pave the way for many of us who have now
benefitted from equat access and higher education. He represents the very
best that America should stand for."

The state Supreme Court has passed on overtuming Kennard's conviction,
saying justices lack the authority.

“For every mistake that can be corrected, it should be corrected, even If it's
100 years from now," said Dorle Ladner, a Hattiesburg native who watched
Kennard die of cancer in 1963. At the State Penitentiary in Parchman,
Kennard was forced to work from dawn to dark picking cotton on the prison
farm despite the physical pain he endured.

PARDON 'RIGHT THING'

Ladner pointed to a case in
Georgla, where a man lynched
decades ago had his name cleared.
"You want to right every wrong you
can," he said.

Republican leader Jack Reed Sr. of
Tupelo said some will question why E:
this should be done: "They'll say, clal to The Clarion-

Let the dead bury the dead. " = SPeciltoThe Clrion-ledger

Johnny Robearts worked in 1960 at the

But the truth Is Barbour should Forvest County Co-op, where he was
pardon Kennard because it's the aliowed to get damaged feed. When he
right thing to do, Reed said. "The ::I:osa.zne to glvde Kennard on :‘;:;t. 25,
i i , Kennard was accused an: ar
same thing would be true If this convicted of stealing the seed. Ro

hitp://www.clarionledger.com/apps/pbcs.dil/article? AID=/20060319...

;-

4/6/2006 8:20 AM
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were a white person. ... We still cestifiod against K bt

have issues of race to deal with aganst Kenna, now
that will outlive my fifetime, but et s nta Foaryr e of faar for
we're obligated to make amends

for the (njustices of the past."

More than 1,500 USM students have signed a petition asking state authorities to clear Kennard's name.

That effort is now expanding beyond campus, sald LaKeisha Bryant, president of USM's Afro-American Student Organization.
"The churches are getting involved, black and white."

On the USM campus, a prayer breakfast commemorating Kennard is set for April 22, Mississlppi Supreme Court Justice James
Graves is expected to speak at the event.

In an 8-0 decision last month, the state Supreme Court said it doesn't have the authorlty to throw out Kennard's conviction
because the Post-Conviction Collateral Relief Act only provides relief for prisoners currently in custody.

Former Hinds County Chancery Judge Chet Dillard had petitioned the high court on Kennard's behalf.

Both current President Shelby Thames and past President Aubrey Lucas have signed the student petition. "If there's an effort
to formally clear (Kennard's name), T want to be part of it," Lucas said.

In 1993, USM named one of its buiidings after Kennard. Lucas said there was never any question in his mind that Kennard
was Innocent when the renaming took place.

"Kennard was held in high regard by those people who knew him," he said. "Most people really suspected these were
trumped-up charges."

The nanny who watched Lucas' children knew Kennard well, he said. "While all of this was going on, she and I would talk
about him. She just had the greatest respect for him."

'‘BLEMISH ON MISS.'

Lucas was registrar at the time Kennard was denled admission in 1959 to the all-white coliege. Then-President William D.
McCain had no choice because the governor had the power to shut down any institution that allowed a black student to
attend, he said. "The unlversity could not control Its destiny."

Carol Johnston Llndiey of Hattiesburg, whose father, Erle Johnston Jr., once headed the Mississippl Sovereignty Commission,
agrees that Kennard should have his name cleared.

Johnston wrote about Kennard in his book, Mississippi's Defiant Years 1953-1973: "The tragedy of Clyde Kennard is a
blemish on Mississippi justice during the deflant years, not because he was denied enroliment at the college - still segregated
by state law - but because of what happened to him later, apparently because he had the nerve and courage to make the

attempt.”

WHhat happened to Kennard was a travesty, Lindley said, and Barbour should pardon the veteran who paved the way for
others.

"Why not do what you can to make It right?" she said. "I think that's what my daddy would say, too. Things ought to be
made right if you can make them right."
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State spy agency files see light of day at last

Opening of long-secret Sovereignty Commission files ends long
legal battle

By Pamela Berry and Jerry Mitchell Clarion-Ledger Staff Writers

On Tuesday, 69-year-old Robbie Stewart of Jackson trudged her way
through patches of media representatives and. into the doors of the
Department of Archives and History building.

Stewart, like dozens of others arriving throughout the day, wanted to see
if she was listed in the state's Sovereignty Commission files.

Stewart found her name and that of her husband, William L. Stewart, in a
large black binder that contained 87,000 names that appear in the records.
She plarined to return later and read what the files contain. She suspected
she's included because as a student at Lanier High School in the mid 1940s,
she was an activist in the Civil Rights movement.

"I'm glad they are finally open," Stewart said. "l lived that era and its
history and | was involved in the struggle very much. I'm relieved that the
files are finally open because it was once buried."

Stewart wasn't the only one curious to see some of the 132,000
documents and spy reports of a tax-supported segregation watchdog
organization created to thwart court-ordered integration.

More than two dozen media representatives came to do stories, including
NBC News and the British magazine, The Economist. State legislators voted
in 1977 to disband the Sovereignty Commission and seal its files for 50
years. Civil rights activists and the American Civil Liberties Union of
Mississippi sued to open them.



In 1989, U.S. District Judge William H. Barbour Jr. ordered the files opéned,
but it took years of battling over privacy issues before his ruling took
effect.

State Sen. David Jordan, D- Greenwood, spent the morning poring through
his commission file through 1967, which detailed his voting rights work in the
Delta.

"It's more disappointing than angering," he said. "It's disgraceful to have
been spied on for doing your duty and trying to become first- class citizens."

Veteran journalist Bill Minor walked inside the archives building to find his
name listed three different ways in the binder. ’

"l think it's appropriate that the files are opened on St. Patrick's Day," he
said. "The patron saint is the one who drove the snakes out of Ireland. Now
we have to drive the snakes out of our past."

Charles W. Nicks of Jackson came out of curiousity.

"l just want to see if my name is in there," Nicks said. "l think it is because
my oldest daughter, Bridgete, was one of the first black students to
integrate Barr Elementary in 1964."

Nicks believed he and his wife also were likely spy targets because they
were active members of the PTA during the 1960s.

""Some of the commission members came by our meetings and were asking
guestions about where | worked,” said Nicks, a former mail carrier. "| was
harassed and harassed and they did everything they could to get me to quit
because of the integration. | just wonder what they had to say in the files."

Nicks didn't find his name, but saw the names of a brother ankd a cousin
listed.

"I'm somewhat relieved that | didn't see my name, but Im not sure that
they don't have it somewhere else,"" Nicks said.

Richard Burger of Hattiesburg said he came to find out if his late father is



0

listed in the files.

"l have already received my mother's files," Burger said. "'l wasn't sure if
they had my father as well."

Burger said his father was a Hattiesburg high school principal who
encouraged black teachers to vote. He said his mother was one of the
teachers who joined Vernon Dahmer, a slain- Hattiesburg activist, in his
lawsuit seeking voting rights.

"I'd just like to see what it is in the files," Burger said. "l guess | feel good
about what they are doing and curious about what was said, too."

Ken Lawrence, one of the original plaintiffs in the 1977 lawsuit to open the
files, was relieved Tuesday by the opening. He had been under a gag order to
keep secret their contents until their opening. :

"I feel liberated," he said. "'I'm glad | don't have to choke on every third
sentence." ‘

Middle school students left a leadership conference at the Old Capitol to
listen to Lawrence detail commission activities such as efforts to prevent
black Mississippian Clyde Kennard from entering then- Mississippi Southern
College.

In 1991, The Clarion-Ledger reported that commission records showed
that Kennard had been framed on a liquor possession charge. ""One of the
plans was to put dynamite to the starter of Kennard's Mercury,”” the Sept.
21, 1959, report said. "Another plan was to have some liquor planted in
Kennard's car and then he would be arrested."

When Lawrence finished, Betty Davis, a teacher at Hardy Middle School,
remarked, ""We can learn more history here than in the classroom."
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Kennard-Washington Day to honor men; progress
Special to The Clarion-Ledger

HATTIESBURG — The Afro-American Studeht Organization at the University
of Southern Mississippi will coordinate the annual Kennard- Washmgton Day on
Tuesday at the USM campus.

The event, with the theme "Lift Every Voice and Sing" will be held on the
lawn in front of Kennard-Washington Hall from 12:15-1 p.m.

Clyde Kennard was an African American who was denied admission to USM in
the late 1950s. In the late 1960s, Walter Washington became the first
African American to received a doctorate from USM. He later served as
president of Alcorn State University.

Formerly known as the student services building, the facility was named in
their honor in 1993.

"The goal of the program is to reflect the changes and progress of race
relations at USM," said Vrita Delaine, assistant to the vice president for
student affairs.

For details, call Alford Perryman, chair of the AASO Cultural Awareness
Committee, at (601) 266-1657. °
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Family quietly marks death of activist Vernon Dahmer
But Hattiesburg remains forever moved by slaying 32 years ago
By Jerry Mitchell/Clarion-Ledger Staff Writer

HATTIESBURG -- The anniversary of Vernon Dahmer's death will pass today
with no parade, no marches, no fanfare.

Yet the day he died here 32 years ago forever changed this community.

"I think what happened woke up Hattiesburg to the real benefits of good
race relations,"' said Ralph Nooncaster, former president of the Chamber of
Commerce. "I think it has made a community that respects people more so
than if it hadn't happened."

How this small Mississippi town reacted to the Ku Klux Klan's firebombing
of Dahmer's house on Jan. 10, 1966, has been cited as a model for other
cities.

In the wake of that tragedy, Nooncaster quickly raised $10,000 in this
small town, with some donations for rebuilding coming from segregationists.

- Eddie A. Holloway, president of the Hattiesburg City Council and acting
dean of students at the University of Southern Mississippi, said local
leaders "'recognized that Mr. Dahmer and those who worked with him
represented a significant people, a mission shared by people of character."

He explained that Dahmer fit none of the categories that critics had for
those who pushed for. the right to vote:
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"Outside agitator." Dahmer was born and reared in the Hattiesburg
community, serving on the board for the local all-black school.

"Atheist." He regularly worked with the Shady Grove Baptist Church and
served as superintendent of Sunday school there.

""America-hating communist." Six of his seven sons served in the armed
forces, combining for a total of 78 years in the military.

Newspapers published a photograph of four of Dahmer's sons in military
uniform, staring at the ashes of what was once their home.

That picture moved many Americans and Mississippians, said Neil McMillen,
author of Dark Journey: Black Mississippians in the Age of Jim Crow. "It
was a haunting picture of young patriots coming home."

Family faced threats

Before Dahmer died, the community had been far from peaceful.

He knew well what happened to those who challenged the system. One
friend, Clyde Kennard, had sought to enroll at what is now the University of
Southern Mississippi, only to be framed by authorities on a liquor

possession charge, state Sovereignty Commission records show.

Another friend, Mississippi NAACP Field Secretary Medgar Evers, was shot
on June 12, 1963, in Jackson just after midnight.

Before night fell again that day, Dahmer brought "his guns to the front
of the house," recalled his widow, Ellie.

The early 1960s, she said, were filled with threats to the family.

Dahmer's son, Dennis, was only 9 when he answered the telephone one day
and told the caller his father wasn't home.

"You tell that n----- that we're going to kill him," the caller said.

Nightriders shot out the plate- glass window of the famiily's grocery



store so many times Dahmer put in several glass panes to minimize future
repair costs.

Dahmer waited many nights with loaded shotguns, peering out his window
for riightriders. He and his wife, Ellie, slept in shifts.

"'| slept the first part of the night," she recalled. "'l went to bed
early and got up at 1 (a.m.)."

With the passage of the Voting Rights Act in 1965, the bleary-eyed shifts
ended.

"The threatening calls had stopped, the acts of violence," recalled
Dahmer's son, Dennis. ""We pretty much figured it was all over with. Blacks
had accomplished the right to vote."

In fact, racial cooperation here had improved so much that Dahmer
volunteered to let local black Mississippians in the community pay their
poll taxes at his grocery store.

The same night the radio announced the plans, two carloads of members of
the Ku Klux Klan sped into his gravel driveway about 2 a.m. Jan. 10.

Molotov cocktails crashed into the family store and house. A blaring
horn, stuck when a car caught on fire, awakened Vernon Dahmer. '

While his wife helped their children escape out a back window, he rushed
to the front door and shot back at firing Klansmen. Flames seared his lungs,
and he died later that day.

'"There was no way my dad stood a chance against two carloads of armed
individuals," said Dahmer's son, Dennis. "'If he hadn't done what he had
done, they probably would have killed us all."

Hours before he breathed his last breath, Dahmer said, '"What happened to
us last night can happen to anybody, white or black. At one time, | didn't
think so, but I have changed my mind."

Dahmer died before he could exercise the right he had fought years to
have: the right to vote.
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Landmark conviction

Months after Dahmer was killed, a grand jury in Hattiesburg returned
murder indictments against 15 men identified by the FBI as members of the
Ku _
Klux Klan.

The first man prosecuted was Cecil Sessum, who confessed to authorities
two months later, describing himself as an exalted cyclops for the White
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan.

But whether Sessum would be convicted was up to a jury made up entirely
of white men.

One of those jurors was Charles Kroen, then a 47-year-old refinery
worker.

Kroen figured there was no way he would serve on the jury. Defense

lawyers learned he was Catholic, a religion the Klan despised, and, even

worse, a Yankee who moved to Mississippi in 1957.
Somehow, he made the panel.
During deliberations, some jurors criticized the fact the state's key

witness -- Billy Roy Pitts, who tes tified he went on the raid to kill
Dahmer -- was a convicted felon now that he had pleaded guilty to murder.

Kroen stood and spoke.

"'l have my say and then I'll sit down. This man was killed because he
wanted people to be able to vote. They burned his house.

""Just because I'm Catholic, someone could decide tomorrow to do the same
thing and burn my house. Just because you're Baptist, someone could decide
tomorrow to do the same thing to you."

One juror scoffed, ""Oh, they wouldn't do that."

Another juror interjected: ""Remember Hitler."
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The room filled with veterans of World War li and the Korean War fell
silent for moments.

Kroen said that quiet resolve Ied jurors to unanimously conclude Sessum
had been involved in killing Dahmer.

The conviction also would mark what is believed to be Mississippi's first
conviction of a Klansman for killing a black man. Sessum was sentenced to
life in prison.

"I sat on a jury with 11 of the finest men |'ve ever met in my life,"
Kroen recalled. "'l was proud to have served on it."

Other trials resulted in juries convicting three other Klansmen, each
sentenced to life in prison.

But Sam Bowers, the imperial wizard identified in testimony as ordering
the raid, walked free when juries deadlocked, failing to convict him.

Race relations improved

For years, this sprawling city of more than 40,000 was little more than a
stopover for tourists traveling somewhere else.

It still bears the nickname the ""Hub City," its only seeming glory its
close proximity to New Orleans and other cities.

There's still evidence of that. A billboard on one highway encourages
tourists traveling to casinos to stop here and ''sleep cheap."

The road to empowering black citizens, however, has been rocky.

After black residents challenged the city's at-large system of selecting
leaders in 1977, testimony detailed racial polarization in voting.

One city commissioner was asked on the witness stand what he believed
black residents thought of the at-large form of ‘government. He replied,
"Don't know and don't care."



Relations have improved since but aren't perfect, Holloway said. ""There
are some things that are still disproportionate . .". in terms of the
character of jobs, underemployment, institutional needs. That should not
overshadow the progresses that have been made."

For instance, the city has poured money into the all-black community of
Palmer's Crossing since annexing it seven years ago, he said. "'l think
tremendous improvements have been made."

At Hattiesburg High School, students read Martin Luther King Jr.'s
"Letter From the Birmingham Jail"' in English classes and discuss the
concept of diversity.

At the University of Southern Mississippi, which didn't accept its first

‘black student until the mid- 1960s, minorities now make up about a fifth of

the student population.

Today, a key campus building bears the name of Dahmer's friend, a black
student denied entrance four decades ago: Clyde Kennard.

Town works on its image

In recent years, Hattiesburg has consistently been ranked as one of the
nation's top places to live.

In 1992, the U.S. Conference of Mayors named Hattiesburg the "Most
Livable Small Community." ,

The New York Times recently featured Hattiesburg as an attractive piace
to retire.

Nooncaster said those rankings are no accident.

"I've been here for 45 years, and I've watched what has happened since
the incident,' he said. '"The way this total community responded instead of
dividing into two factions -~ even the segregationists worked together to
heal this issue to make this a community not known for its outbreak of
violence between blacks and whites."

The work and sacrifices of Vernon Dahmer and his family on issues such as
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voter registration are a constant memory, Holloway said. "l think in a
small way, the Dahmer family has been as paramount to Hattiesburg as Dr.
(Martin Luther) King has been to the country."

Family reflects on legacy

‘On Friday, Vernon Dahmer's widow, Ellie, and his son, Vernon Jr., stood
next to his grave at Shady Grove Baptist Church.

"We still miss him," she said. "We would like for him to see the
progress."

That progress includes better opportunities, she said. "'Jobs have really
opened up for blacks."

But, she said, "l think he'd be saddened by the turnout for the vote. He'd
say, 'What did | give my life for?' "

The cemetery transports Vernon Dahmer Jr. to the times he spent with his
father. "One day I'll be here," he said.

He held his hands over his face as tears flowed.
"| feel very close to my father. He taught me all the tricks and trades

of surviving in the world as a black person, how to be a decent, honest and
caring citizen. All of that created a special bond." '
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Witness: Man innocent in '60 burglary

By Jerry Mitchell

When Clyde Kennard refused to g|ve up his quest to become the first black student to enroll at the University of
Southern Mississippi, authorities sent him to state prison in 1960 for seven years.

Now a three-month investigation by The Clarion-Ledger has revealed the decorated Army veteran was locked
up for a crime he never committed.

In the 1960 trial, 19-year-old Johnny Lee Roberts testified Kennard, a 33-year-old devout Baptist and farmer,
put him up to breaking into Forrest County Co-op to steal $25 in feed, even describing how he should leave the
warehouse door unlocked.

Now, 45 years later, Roberts said none of that is true. Approached by The Clarion-Ledger, he said he's willing to
swear under oath Kennard never put him up to burglary, never asked him to steal, never asked him to do
anything illegal: "He wasn't guilty of nothing."

Those who have long believed Kennard was innocent say this new evidence shows the late Korean War
veteran deserves to have his record wiped clean. "His name shouid be cleared for those of us who knew him
that are still living," said one of Kennard's last surviving relatives, his brother-in-law, the Rev. Willie Grant,
pastor of Martin Luther King Avenue Baptist Church of Hattiesburg. "He was innocent."

Aaron Condon, professor emeritus of the University of Mississippi School of Law, said nothing in state law
prevents the state Supreme Court from taking up Kennard's case again.

The simplest thing would be for Gov. Haley Barbour to pardon Kennard "and restore his good name," he said.

Georgia used a posthumous pardon earlier this year for Lena Baker, a black maid executed in 1945 for killing a
white man she said held her in slavery and threatened her life.

Hattiesburg sisters Joyce and Dorie Ladner have fought to clear Kennard's name for more than four decades.
Joyce Ladner would prefer a resolution by Congress or the state Legislature that wouid stipulate Kennard's
innocence in writing. "If you pardon him, the assumption was he was guilty."

A resolution also could make clear Kennard's innocence on two prior convictions, she said.

Minutes after Kennard tried to enroll at Southern in 1959, constables arrested him on reckless driving and illegal
liquor possession - charges for which he was convicted.

In 1991, The Clarion-Ledger published secret documents from the state's now-defunct éegregationist spy
agency, the Mississippi Sovereignty Commission, that showed how authorities framed Kennard on those
charges.

After the story appeared, then-District Attorne investigated the matter. "There's no doubt in my
mind he (Kennard) got set up, and we were able o Show that," he told The Clarion-Ledger this week.

A constable who arrested Kennard on those charges also arrested Kennard in the burglary.
White said he wasn't aware of that: "Now that's a red flag."

He said the four-hour gap between the time of Kennard's arrest that morning between 7:30 and 8 and the
execution of the search warrant more than four hours later also raises questions since it could have given
someone plenty of time to plant evidence against Kennard.

Roberts' recanting means Kennard's burglary conviction can't stand up since Roberts' testimony was the sole
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evidence linking Kennard to burglary, legal experts say. "You've got to know the breaking and entering is going
to take place to be guilty of burglary,” Condon said.

@

f) In 1993, USM honored Kennard by renaming its student services building after him and Walter Washington, the
. first African American to receive a doctorate from the institution.

A biography on Kennard on the university's Web site calls the charges against Kennard "false,” but Mississippi
never has taken any official action to clear his name.

In the first interview he has ever given, Roberts explained what happened that fall in 1960:
Roberts was working two jobs to support his wife and two children, one of them at the Forrest County Co-op.

Kennard could no longer get feed from places such as the co-op "on account of him being the only black man
trying to enroll at Southem," Roberts said.

Employees could buy damaged feed at a reduced price or get it free because such feed ruined quickly, Roberts
said. "l bought a whole lot of it, and a whole lot of it they'd give me."

He sold the feed to others, including Kennard, usually at $2 for a 100-pound sack, he said. "He said, 'Just get
me some feed for my chickens, and I'll pay you whatever you charge for some damaged feed," Roberts said.

On several occasions, he sold damaged feed to Kennard, he said, only to be told by the co-op he couldn't do
that.

Tom between keeping his word to his employer and wanting to help Kennard, Roberts said on Sept. 25, 1960,
he sneaked before 5 a.m. into the warehouse, which he had left unlocked.

He said he loaded five sacks of damaged feed into his trunk but was spotted by a night watchman. He said he
delivered the sacks to Kennard, who paid him $10.

Roberts said he told Kennard the watchman had seen hirn. Kennard advised him to stay at his - mother's house
just outside Hattiesburg, he said.

Instead, Roberts said he drove home, where police arrested him.
In Kennard's November 1960 frial, James Tatum, then-manager of the co-op, testified for the prosecution.

Although the co-op had once sued Kennard and seized his hens, Tatum told The Clarion-Ledger this week he
recalled no problems between the co-op and Kennard but did remember Kennard tried to enter Southern.

Confronted with the charges against Kennard, Tatum recalled "a little problem with the feed," saying an
employee had given Kennard an extra bag or two.

But after that was cleared up, he said, "we had no real problems with Clyde."
He said he knew nothing about Kennard going to prison.

On Nov. 14, 1960, a Forrest County grand jury indicted Kennard and Roberts for burglary. The trial began a
week later, despite a request from Kennard's attorney, R. Jess Brown of Jackson, for additional time to prepare.

Because all evidence pointed to Roberts committing the burglary, prosecutors tried to show Kennard was an
accessory before the fact. An all-white jury convicted him in 10 minutes - less time than some juries take to pick
a foreman.

Circuit Judge Stanton Hall, who had headed a legislative investigation into the NAACP, sentenced Kennard to
the maximum seven years in prison. Roberts, who pleaded guilty, got a suspended sentence.

The disparity in sentences raised eyebrows.

ot

) "Why is it that the man who broke into and entered the store and stole the chicken feed is free while this man
e who bought it received seven years of hard labor?" editor Oliver Emmerich asked in the Dec. 30, 1960,
McComb Enterprise-Journal. "The question becomes more pertinent when they iearn that the man who was
given the seven-year sentence was convicted on the testimony of the thief ...
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"Was there any relationship between the severity of the sentence of one of the Negroes and his attempt to enter
a white college? If ever such an influence should affect our courts, we would be approaching the evils of
political imprisonment."

On appeal, Brown said Kennard's conviction should be reversed for the same reason the U.S. Supreme Court
had reversed other cases - biack Mississippians had been barred from voting and, therefore, from serving on
grand juries and trial juries.

On April 3, 1961, the Mississippi Supreme Court upheld Kennard's conviction, concluding, "The jury box is filled
without regard to race.”

That same year, the U.S. Department of Justice charged Forrest County Circuit Clerk Theron Lynd with
discriminating against black voters, but it would take several more years before the courts found him gunlty of
contempt. .

“The only reasoh the 5th (U.S.) Circuit Court of Appeals didn't send Theron Lynd to prison was his health," said
civil rights activist Lawrence Guyot, who was a part of that battle.

Kennard died in 1963. Two years later, Southern welcomed its first two African-American students, Raylawni
Branch and Elaine Armstrong.

Branch recalled Roberts telling her in 1962 shortly after she became secretary for the local NAACP , "Clyde had
nothing to do with stealing the chicken feed."

When she confronted him about his testimony, she said Roberts replied, "l can't do what you all want me to do.”
She said she and other NAACP officials promised him safety in Chicago, but he replied, "They'll hurt my family."
At The Clarion-Ledger's request, Branch met with Roberts last week for the first time since that conversation.

After héaring his story, she told him she had long thought badly of him: "Now | realize you were actually trying to
nelp Clyde and were a victim of the whoie system.”

By the time the trial ended, Roberts had lost his job and found himself rejected by black and white, he said. "|
had people that tried to jump on me."

He turned down a probation officer's offer to let him tote a gun. "I told them the best thing to do when they want
to jump on me was what my mother said, 'Give 'em some heel dust." .

At 64, an age when many might retire, Roberts continues to-work with his hands, cleanlng and doing other
janitorial work.

He acknowledged he's felt guilt for what happened to Kennard. | hate the way they did, but you know how
people feel. With somebody like me, | couldn't control nothing back then," he said.

He'd like to see Kennard's name cleared, he said. "I thought the world of him. He was a good man."

There's no doubt Kennard's efforts to break the color barrier led to his imprisonment, Roberts said. "Why they
got him was not the feed. It was because he was trying to go to Southern. If he wasn't a black man trying to go
to Southern, you wouldn't have heard nothing."
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Story of false arrest called civil rights movement's saddest
Jerry Mitchell
Staff
By Jerry Mitchell

imitchell@clarioniedger.com
HATTIESBURG - All Clyde Kennard wanted was to walk across a stage and clasp a college diploma.

Instead, the state of Mississippi marched him off to prison on a false charge and worked him in the broiling sun as cancer
consumed him.

"Every time | talk somewhere, | talk about Clyde Kennard," said John Dittmer, author of Local People: The Struggle for Civil
Rights in Mississippi. "That is the saddest story of the whote movement.”

Born in 1927, Kennard's early life foreshadowed a grim future. When he was 4, his father died. He grew up helplng his
mother run the famlly farm.

In 1945, war came calling after Germany's surrender - too late to fight, but not too late to help.

-"We‘ went into the Army the same day," recalled Willie Grant, who became Kennard's brother-in-law. "We were both out of
high school, and we had never been away from home."

Grant served in the infantry in Europe, and Kennard taught denazification courses to German youths.

In 1950, Kennard began attending college in Fayetteville, N.C., when war came calling again, this time the Korean War.
Kennard served as a paratrooper and rose to the rank of sergeant, receiving three medals including the Bronze Star.

After the war, he attended the University of Chicago and sent home what money he could to his mother, now remarried.

His dream of a political science degree, however, came crashing down in 1955 when his stepfather became disabled.
Rather than finish school, the bachelor came home to run the family farm.

Back in Mississippi, the 28-year-d|d devout Baptist joined the NAACP, where he became friends with fellow farmer Vernon
F. Dahmer Sr., who died in 1966 defending his family from an attack by the Klan.

Kennard served as president of the local NAACP youth chapter, mentonng 15-year-old sisters Dorie and Joyce Ladner. "He
took his time with us," Done Ladner said. "He was very patient.”

He served on the school board and was outraged the area's 125 black students had to travel 11 miles past the all-white
Eatonville School to attend classes. He circulated an unsuccessful petition to have children attend the closest school.

Commission dossier

Kennard yearned to finish college. In 1956, he approached President William D. McCain at all-white Mississippi Southem
College. McCain put off his request.

“Clyde just wanted to finish school," recalled Dorie Ladner. "He wasn't trying to make a political statement."”

By the time he tried to enroll again in 1958, he enjoyed the support of Medgar Evers, field secretary for the Mississippi
NAACP. "Clyde was like a brother to him," recalled Joyce Ladner.

Kennard believed segregationists could be won over with reason, Dittmer said.

With his intention to attend Southern made public, the state's segregationist spy agency, the Mississippi Sovereignty
Commission, compiled an extensive dossier on the small-framed farmer. The commission sought to smear Kennard, but
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many interviewed praised him.

"Persons who know Kennard describe him as intelligent, well-educated, quiet spoken, courteous, with a desire to better the
Negro race in Mississippi," the commission’s own report concluded. The only "dirt" it could find against Kennard was a claim
he was "known to associate with ... a self-confessed communist,” who in reality was a local rabbi.

The commission called Kennard a "race agitator,” but the Dahmer family said nothing was further from the truth,

"The two most Christian people I've ever known were Clyde and my husband,” recalled Dahmer's widow, Ellie. "They were
always concerned about doing something for somebody else with nothing in retumn."”

An agent reported back to the commission that a white Citizens' Council leader said if the commission "wanted Kennard out
of the community and out of the state just to let him know and he would see that this was taken care of. He claimed that no
violence and no publicity would take place. He indicated that it would be handled by bringing economic pressure on the
Negroes."

Kennard felt that pressure and so did other Mississippians in the civil rights movement.

"We couldn't get loans. They put the squeeze on us," recalled Ellie Dahmer. "You couldn’t believe you were an American,
and this would happen to you - all because of the color of your skin."

Gov. J.P. Coleman met with Kennard. "State officials offered to pay for his education out of state, and he said, *No, | want to
be near my family. | just want to finish,' " recalled Dorie Ladner.

Officials secretly sent leaders from all-black universities to get Kennard to stop his registration efforts.

In fall 1959, he decided to apply in person at Southern. When he retumed to his car, two constables arrested him, charging
him with both reckiess driving and illegal possession of whiskey.

Authorities' framing of Kennard is made clear in Sovereignty Commission records.

College security officer John Reiter, a former FBI agent, told commission agent Zack J. Van Landingham that when Kennard
tried to enroll in 1958, Reiter "had been approached by individuals with possible plans to prevent Kennard's going through
with his attempt. One of the plans was to put dynamite to the starter of Kennard's Mercury. Another plan was to have some
liquor planted in Kennard's car and then he would be arrested.”

Van Landingham called the arrest an apparent "frame-up with the planting of evidence in Kennard's car,” but neither he nor
any other state official did anything to stop a court from convicting the Army veteran of both charges.

The constables testified they knew nothing of Kennard's attempt to enroll at Southern, despite the fact they arrested him on
campus minutes after he tried to register.

Justice of the Peace T.C. Hobby promptly found Kennard guilty, fining him $600 for possessing whiskey and driving
recklessly.

"Of all the cases | have ever heard,” Hobby told the 75 who crowded into his office to hear the case, "the state has proved
more in this one the guilt of the defendant.”

Hobby had a serious conflict of interest in hearing the case. Commission records reveal he opposed Kennard's enroliment,
telling state officials he was responsible for "persuading Kennard to stay out of Mississippi Southern College last January."

* Kennard appealed to County Court, which held a hearing without notice to him or his lawyer, R. Jess Brown of Jackson.
Rather than grant a delay, the county judge upheld the conviction.

Kennard vowed to continue his efforts to attend Southern.

Burglary arrest

On Sept. 25, 1960, as he walked toward his house to get ready for Sunday school, authorities arrested him, this time for
burglary. The state relied on the testimony of Johnny Lee Roberts, who said Kennard put him up to breaking into the Forrest
County Co-op and stealing $25 in feed, even describing how he should leave the warehouse door unlocked.

Kennard insisted on his innocence, but the jury made up entirely of white men convicted him.

Circuit Judge Stanton Hall, a former senator who had led a legislative investigation into the NAACP, sentenced Kennard to
the maximum seven years in prison. Roberts, who pleaded guilty to burglary, received a suspended sentence.

Evers called the outcome a mockery of justice: "in a courtroom of segregationists apparently resolved to put Kennard
“legally away,' the all-white jury found Kennard “guilty as charged' in only 10 minutes."

Evers' widow, Myrlie Evers-Williams, said her husband was so angered by the verdict he put his fist through the wall of their
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home.

Hali cited Evers with contempt and ordered him to serve 30 days in jail, but Evers refused to back down. "I have no apology
to make even if it means six months in jail," said Evers, whose charge eventually was dismissed by the high court.

The McComb Enterprise-Journal, which defended segregation, warned readers in a Dec. 30, 1960, editorial, "Our cause will
not be regarded as righteous if the people of the other states believe that equal justice for all people is not provided in the
courts of Mississippi. ... Justice has no relationship to the popularity or unpopularity of an individual or a movement. Justice
stems from equality under the law. We of Mississippi must be concemed because we cannot be unconcerned with truth nor
immune to principle. Truth implies fidelity to the best that is within us.”

On March 6, 1961, the Mississippi Supreme Court ordered a new trial on reckless driving and liquor charges for Kennard,
but it did him little good. He remained behind bars, where he'd been since his September 1960 burglary arrest.

Less than a month later, the same justices upheld Kennard's conviction, sending him to the State Penitentiary at Parchman.
He joined other black inmates on the "sunup to sundown gang," forced to pick cotton all day on the segregated prison farm
undemeath a steamy Delta sun. "We were like slaves," Kennard later said. "They even fed us leftovers from what the white

prisoners ate.”
Release from prison

Evers assisted Thurgood Marshall in Kennard's unsuccessful appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court. During an NAACP
banquet, Evers, a man who never cried, began to weep as he talked of Kennard, said David Oshinsky, author of Worse
Than Slavery: Parchman Farm and the Ordeal of Jim Crow Justice.

By summer, Kennard suffered weight loss and severe abdominal pain. He was hospitalized, where doctors misdiagnosed
him with sickle-cell anemia.

Back at prison, guards forced him to continue to work, Oshinsky said. "Despite the fact everybody knew he was ill, he was
pretty much denied medical care." -

In March 1962, he underwent colon cancer surgery at the University of Mississippi Medical Center.

Kennard's cancer continued to spread, and Evers, Martin Luther King Jr., Dick Gregory and others put pressure on Gov.
Ross Barnett to release the Army veteran.

Oshinsky said this was the first civil rights case that drew attention to conditions in Mississippi's prison system, “and we can
certainly thank (Kennard) for that."

Avoiding a potentially embarrassing situation, Barnett granted clemency to Kennard on Jan. 30, 1963, allowing him to return
to his family farm, which Evers had fought to keep out of foreclosure.

Hours after he arrived, so did Victoria Gray and other NAACP officials, who had come in search of information to speed
Kennard's release.

"It was quite a pleasant surprise,” she recalled.
Gray and others listened as Kennard spoke.
"There was not a trace of anger or revenge or anything whatsoever,” she said. "He was just very thankful to be home."

Gray sat there in awe, she said. "l would be mad. | would be angry. | would be thinking how | could get even. There was
absolutely none of that. He was the same Clyde - kind, caring, thoughtful."

If anything, Kennard expressed sorrow for his abusers, she said. "It was just like, "Lord, forgive them for they know not what
they do."" '

Before the day ended, a reporter arrived, and Kennard talked of his continuing love for Mississippi: "l still think there are a
few white people of good will in the state, and we have to do something to bring this out.”

Kennard traveled to Chicago for treatment, Oshinsky said. "He would have died of colon cancer, but he was pretty well
worked to death. He simply went up North to die.”

Dorie Ladner recalled visiting Kennard in the hospital at the University of Chicago.

He was emaciated, weighing less than 90 pounds. He spoke of his innocence and the horrors of prison, but she sensed no
bitterness. "He was just very calm and encouraged us to continue fighting,"” she said.

On June 12, 1963, word came that Medgar Evers had been fatally shot in the back outside his Jackson home. After an
eight-hour operation, Kennard learned death was near for him, too.
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John Howard Griffin, author of Black Like Me, described his visit with Kennard: "He was a tiny little dwarf. He lay with a sheet
pulied up over his face so no one could see the grimace of pain.”

Kennard consoled those gathered and finally remarked, "Mr. Griffin, I'd bé glad it happened if only it would show this country
where racism finally leads. But the people aren't going to know it, are they?"

Griffin vowed to share Kennard's story.

"Be sure to tell them what happened to me isn't as bad as what happened to the guard,"” Kennard replied, "because this
system turned him into a beast, and it will tum his children into beasts."”

Kennard died July 4, the anniversary of the Declaration of Independence that promised, "All men are created equal."

Grant - one of Kennard's last living relatives, who pastors Martin Luther King Avenue Baptist Church in Hattiesburg - said
Mississippi authorities "only knew him as a black man. They didn't know his character.”

David Sansing, professor emeritus of history at the University of Mississippi, said the Kennard case was "the clearest and
best evidence of how mean the state was and the extent to which they would go to destroy anybody who challenged that
- system. | would love to see justice come to him at last. This guy deserves to be exonerated.”

PULLOUT QOUTE

"The two most Christian people I've ever known were Clyde and my husband. They were always concerned about doing
something for somebody else with nothing in retumn.”

Ellie Dahmer, widow of Vernon F. Dahmer Sr.
PHOTO CAPTION

Ellie Dahmer holds a photograph of her late husband Vernon F. Dahmer Sr. (right) and. Clyde Kennard. She says both men
dedicated their lives to serving others and expected nothing in return. She says she believes Kennard was innocent of
burglary and should now have his name cleared by the state of Mississippi.

Matthew Bush/HattiesburgAmerican
PHOTOS

J. Ladner

Evers

Sansing

Dittmer
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Trial testimony false, Kennard witness vows

Jerry Mitchell
Staff

Center on Wrongful Convictions asks governor for pardon
By Jerry Mitchell
jmitchell@clarionledger.com

The man whose testimony led to the conviction and imprisonment of Clyde Kennard now swears under oath the decorated
Korean War veteran was innocent.

"Kennard did not ask me to steal,” Johnny Roberts said in an affidavit made public Friday. "Kennard did not ask me to break
in to the co-op. Kennard did not ask me to do anything illegal.”

In 1960, Kennard was sent to prison for the maximum seven years after he attempted to become the first black man to
attend the University of Southern Mississippi. On Dec. 31, The Clarion-Ledger reported that a three-month investigation
showed Kennard was falsely convicted of burglary.

On Friday, the Center on Wrongful Convictions of Northwestern UmverSIty School of Law and three illinois students included
Roberts' affidavit in a renewed request to Gov. Haley Barbour to issue a posthumous pardon for Kennard, who dzed of
cancer in 1963 shortly after being released from prison.

"This new evidence should put to rest any doubts that you or any other public official have about Mr. Kennard's innocence,”
the request says. "We hope that it inspires you to move expeditiously to formally clear Mr. Kennard's name by granting him
a fuli pardon of actual innocence."

Last year, Georgia granted a posthumous pardon for Lena Baker, a black maid executed in 1945 for killing a white man she
said held her in slavery and threatened her life.

Asked about that possibility for Kennard, spokesman Pete Smith replied, "The governor hasn't pardoned anyone."

The request submitted Friday urged Barbour to change that history: "With one swipe of your pen, Gov. Barbour, you can
close this tragic chapter of Mississippi's history, bring some closure to the remaining members of the Kennard family, and
restore Clyde Kennard to his rightful place as a hero of the Mississippi civil ights movement.”

The three students seeking to clear Kennard's name attend Adlai Stevenson High School in Lincolnshire, lil.

The U.S. has been more honest about its history than other nations, said their teacher, Barry Bradford, who is overseeing
their National History Day Project on Kennard.

Restoring Kennard's name would "not only bring comfort to his family, it will bring comfort to the nation because we have
finally told the truth,” he said.

Roberts testified Kennard put him up to the crime. Roberts has since remarked that isn't true.

In his Jan. 27 affidavit, Roberts said, "Clyde had nothing to do with stealing the chicken feed. | believe that he was arrested
and sent to prison not because of the feed but because he was trying to go to Southem.”

Last month, the Mississippi Senate unanimously passed a resolution praising Kennard's contributions to the civil rights
movement, but stopping short of saying he was innocent.

After the newspaper's stories on Kennard appeared, former Hinds County Chancery Judge Chet Dillard filed a
friend-of-the-court brief asking the Mississippi Supreme Court to throw out the veteran's conviction.

Dillard said Friday he plans to file the affidavit Monday with the high court, saying the sworn statement should lay to rest any
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question regarding Kennard's innocence.
Now, 45 years later, he said, Kennard has been "found innocent beyond a reasonable doubt.”
WHAT'S NEXT

Gov. Haley Barbour has been asked to issue a posthumous pardon for Clyde Kennard, who died in 1963_ shortly after being
freed.

PHOTOS
Kennard

Dilard
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Daughter: Barnett said Kennard innocent

Jerry Mitchell
Staff

-Former governor thought case involving civil rights pioneer was “disgraceful', his daughter says
By Jerry Mitchell

jmitcheli@clarionledger.com

Then-Gov. Ross Bamett believed civil rights pioneer Clyde Kennard was innocent of the crime that sent him to prison, his
daughter says. '

"He said he thought it was disgraceful,” said Barnett's dahghter, Ouida Bamett Atkins of Jackson, a retired school teacher
who supports efforts to clear Kennard's name.

Akins recalled the words of her father shortly before he freed the decorated Korean War veteran in January 1963 from the
State Penitentiary at Parchman. "He said, "He {(Kennard) has cancer. He doesn't have long to live, but he deserves to go
home to die.'”

Hattiesburg native Joyce Ladner - who was mentored by Kennard and who fought to win his freedom in 1963 - recalled
Bamett being initially opposed to freeing the veteran. "He was appealed to continuously but failed to act until a lot of national

pressure was brought against him," she said.

Bamett had to know Kennard was suffering from cancer, Ladner said. "He was in charge, ultimately, of the penal system, so
either the warden would have informed him, or he would have inquired about Clyde."

Atkins defended her father's motives in freeing Kennard in 1963. "I don't remember him being embarrassed to do this, as
some writers have said,” she said. "l was there, and | remember he said it was the right thing as a humanitarian act.”

Kennard spent his last days in a Chicago hospital, where he died July 4, 1963, and the story of his life and his unsuccessful
attempts to attend the then-all-white Mississippl Southem College, now known as the University of Southern Mississippi,
have been largely forgotten. '

A three-month investigation by The Clarion-Ledger showed Kennard was falsely convicted of burglary in 1960 before being
sentenced to a maximum seven years in prison. Forty-five years later, the man who had testified Kennard put him up to the
burglary now says Kennard never asked him to do anything illegal.

"Why they got him was not the feed,"” Johnny Roberts told The Clarion-Ledger. "It was because he was trying to go to
Southern. If he wasn't a black man trying to go to Southern, you wouldn't have heard nothing." _

After the story appeared Dec. 31, former Hinds County Chancery Judge Chet Dillard filed a friend-of-the-court brief asking
the Mississippi Supreme Court to throw out Kennard's conviction.

On Friday, the Mississippi Senate unanimously passed a resolution praising Kennard's contributions, but stopping short of
saying he was innocent. In the wake of that vote, state Sen. John Horhn, D-Jackson, is asking Gov. Haley Barbour to issue
a posthumous pardon for Kennard.

He's not alone. On behalf of Kennard's brother-in-law, the Rev. Willie Grant of Hattiesburg, the Center on Wrongful
Convictions and three lllinois students aiso have asked the governor to pardon Kennard.

"Makes me happy to know somebody is working toward it,” said Grant, who pastors the Martin Luther King Avenue Baptist
Church in Hattiesburg. "l have great faith it's going to work out."

Their letter to Barbour calls Kennard's burglary trial "a travesty, He was forced to go to trial within a week of his indictment
on burglary charges. Repeated requests by Kennard's trial attorney, a legendary local black attorney named R. Jess Brown,
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were denied. An all-white jury convicted Kennard after only 10 minutes of deliberation."

The center’s legal director, Steven Drizin, professor at Northwestern University School of Law in Chicago, said the case
against Kennard, already thin, has now come unraveled.

“t's taken 45 years but Johnny Lee Roberts has finally felt comfortable enough to tell the truth of what happened to
Kennard," Drizin said. "His courage is now causing others to come forward, including prominent whites, to express their
long-held misgivings about Kennard's conviction."

The time has come, he said, "to recognize Kennard for his heroic efforts and to right the wrongs to which he was subjected.”

The students from Adlai Stevenson High School in Lincolnshire, lll., who have been conducting interviews on Kennard's
case for a National History Day documentary, brought the case to the attention of the center, which has relied on their work
to help make the case for Kennard's pardon.

"It's part of the American dream to get-an education,” said Mona Ghadiri, whose family emigrated from Iran. "To see
someone denied that is wrong."

The late governor's daughter said she was 29 when she overheard her father's conversations on Kennard.

Her father believed in Kennard's innocence and so did Erle Johnston Jr., who headed the state’s now-defunct segregationist
spy agency, the Mississippi Sovereignty Commission, Atkins said. "They all thought he was railroaded.” )

Johnston's beliefs are contained in his Oct. 15, 1965, letter to an Ohio man in which Johnston wrote, "Many responsible
Mississippi citizens recognize there was a miscarriage of justice in the Kennard case.”

In March 1962, Kennard underwent cancer surgery but wasn't freed by Barnett until January 1963.

His daughter doesn't know why her father didn't free Kennard sooner, she said. "He sald he really felt sorry for him and that
it was the right thing to do. ! thought so, too." .

Now 72, she still volunteers at Lanier High School, where she taught 11 years.

She received a degree in history from Southern in 1955 and is pleased the university in 1993 named a building after
Kennard and Walter Washington, the first African American to receive a doctorate from the institution. "Clyde Kennard's
name shouid be cleared,” she said. "l do think my father would support it. | certainly do."

PHOTOS
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A former judge has petitioned the state Supreme Court to clear the name of a decorated black Korean War veteran falsely
convicted of a burglary after he tried to enroll in the late 1950s at a white Mississippi university.

Former Hinds County Chancellor Chet Dillard urged justices "to exonerate and clear records to show the innocence and
good moral character of Clyde Kennard," who repeatedly tried to enroll at the University of Southern Mississippi, only to be
sent to prison for seven years for a burglary he didn't commit. "Without question and beyond any reasonable doubt, Kennard
was innocent of any crime yet this court affirmed his conviction,” he wrote.

Dillard, who graduated from Southern in 1953, filed the friend-of-the-court brief after a three-month investigation by The
Clarion-Ledger revealed how Kennard was falsely imprisoned.

Attorney General Jim Hood said because Dillard's motion doesn't include affidavits or similar proof, his office will oppose the
request.

Dillard said he doesn't think affidavits are necessary because it's well known Kennard was railroaded. Long-secret records
confirm this.

Erle Johnston Jr. - executive director of the state's now-defunct segregationist spy agency, the Mississippi Sovereignty
Commission - wrote an Ohio man in 1965: "Many responsible Mississippi citizens recognize that there was a miscarriage of
justice in the Kennard case."

In Kennard's 1960 trial, 19-year-old Johnny Lee Roberts testified that the 33-year-old Kennard put him up to breaklng into
Forrest County Co-op to steal $25 in feed.

Now, 45 years later, Roberts said none of that is true.
Approached by The Clarion-Ledger, he said he's willing to swear under oath that Kennard "wasn't guilty of nothing."
Legal experts say Roberts' recanting means Kennard's burglary conviction falls.

In 1960, the white jury took 10 minutes to convict Kennard. The judge sentenced him to the maximum seven years in prison
but gave Roberts no jail time.

Months later, the state Supreme Court upheld Kennard's conviction, rejecting defense arguments that black residents had
been barred from voting and, therefore, from serving on Kennard's jury: "The jury box is filled without regard to race." (That
same year, the Justice Department charged Forrest County Circuit Clerk Theron Lynd with voter discrimination.)

Behind bars, Kennard suffered weight loss and severe abdominal pain. Doctors misdiagnosed him with sickle-cell anemia,
and prison guards forced him to pick cotton all day at the State Penitentiary at Parchman.

In early 1963, Gov. Ross Barnett released Kennard, who died months later of cancer.

In 1991, The Clarion-Ledger published secret documents that showed how authorities first framed Kennard on reckless
driving and illegal liquor possession.

in 1993, USM honored Kennard by renaming its student services building after him and Walter Washington, the first African
American to receive a doctorate there.

But Mississippi has never taken any official action to clear his name.

State Sen. John Horhn, D-Jackson, has introduced a resolution that calls Kennard's burglary conviction "a gross miscarriage
of justice." The resolution calls on Gov. Haley Barbour to issue a posthumous pardon for Kennard and/or for the courts to
clear Kennard's name.

The resolution has been referred to the Senate Rules Committee, and Horhn said he plans to meet with the chairman,
President Pro Tem Travis Little, to see if passage can be expedited.

Dillard said he thinks the best way to clear Kennard's name rests with justices. "There's no way anybody can change that
(burglary conviction) except the Supreme Court."

Cindy Crohn of Amherst, Mass., said her late husband, Harris Crohn, served on the music faculty at Southern in the late
1950s and early 1960s.

One day in 1959, she recalled him coming home and being told by then USM-President William McCain that a black man
was going to try to enroll the following day, saying, "We have the situation under control.”

She said her husband told her faculty members were instructed to say nothing about what was to happen. The next day,
Kennard was arrested on illegat liquor charges, only to be convicted of that and later burgiary.
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Supporters seeking to exonerate the man who tried to become the first black student at the University of Southemn
Mississippi are looking for help elsewhere after the state Supreme Court passed on overturning the decorated Korean War
veteran's 1960 burglary conviction.

in an 8-0 decision made public Thursday, the state Supreme Court said it doesn't have the authority to throw out Clyde
Kennard's conviction. "The Post-Conviction Collateral Relief Act only provides relief for prisoners currently in custody,” Chief
Justice Jim Smith wrote. "Since Kennard died in 1963, the Post-Conviction Relief statutes provide no remedy."

More than 1,500 USM students - and university President Shelby Thames - have signed a petition asking state officials to
clear Kennard's name. "We want his soul to be free," said LaKeisha Bryant, president of the Afro-American Student
Organization.

Fourth District Rep. Gene Taylor wrote a Feb. 16 letter to Gov. Haley Barbour, enclosing a letter from Dr. Glen Pearson, a
Hattiesburg physician who knew Kennard and has called on state officials to clear the late veteran's name.

"At this point in life, it is his (Pearson’s) concern for a young man wrongfully treated and misused,” Taylor said. "All of us
have been aware of these kinds of things in our lifetime and hope we can put them behind us and move on. One of the ways
we can do this is by righting wrongs wherever and whenever we have that opportunity.

"We now in Mississippi have that opportunity of making right a wrong in our past. It is my hope that you would see fit to
address this case that tugs so strongly at Dr. Pearson's heartstrings and help to set it right."

A spokesman for the governor has said Barbour has not pardoned anyone so far and has no plans to.

Kennard's brother-in-law, the Rev. Willie Grant of Hattiesburg, said he'd like to see his relative's name cleared for the
family's sake.

At his request, Northwestem University's Center for Wrongful Convictions and three Illinois students have asked Barbour to
pardon Kennard.

In December, an investigation by The Clarion-Ledger revealed that Kennard was locked up for a crime he never committed.

In the 1960 trial, 19-year-old Johnny Lee Roberts testified that Kennard, a 33-year-old devout Baptist and farmer, put him up
to breaking into Forrest County Co-op to steal $25 in feed, even describing how he should leave the warehouse door
unlocked.

Now, 45 years later, Roberts said none of that is true. He said Kennard never put him up to burglary, never asked him to
steal, never asked him to do anything illegal - a statement he now has repeated under oath.

Pearson, one of Kennard's few white supporters at the time, said he always believed the veteran was innocent. "It was a
terrible blow to me to see this man dealt such a grievous thing,” he said. "He died young without it being corrected. Now we
have an opportunity. We can't really correct it, but we can do the best we can."

The 92-year-old physician said it still hurts him to think of Kennard being railroaded in this case. "He suffered at the state's
hands. | feel it's my duty to do anything | can to see this expunged from the record," he said.

Thames signed the students' petition Wednesday after hearing Kennard's story firsthand from Raylawni Branch, one of the
two first African-American students to attend USM. “He (Thames) said he's supporting us, and he hates Mr. Kennard had to

1 of2 : 4/6/2006 1:44 PM



Clarion-Ledger: Document Display http://nl.newsbank.com/nl-search/we/Archives?p_action=print&p_d...
g .

go through that," Bryant said.

Student organizations, including the Center for Human Rights and Civil Liberties, American Humanics and the student
chapter of the NAACP, plan to continue gathering signatures for another week.

In January, former Hinds County Chancery Judge Chet Dillard petitioned the high court on Kennard's behalf. Thursday,
Dillard said he plans to appeal the matter to the U.S. Supreme Court.
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Thames

Kennard

Copyright (c) The Clarion-Ledger, All rights reserved. Reproduced with the permission of Gannett Co., Inc. by NewsBank, inc.

20f2 4/6/2006 1:44 PM






Clarion-Ledger: Document Display http://nl.newsbank.com/nl-search/we/Archives?p_action=print&p d...

1ofl

Clarion-Ledger

Estimated printed pages: 2

January 28, 2006

Section: Local
Page: 1B

Senators' resolution recognizes Kennard

Jerry Mitchell
Staff

Lawmaker petitions governor to pardon civil rights pioneer convicted on false burglary charges
By Jerry Mitcheli

jmitchell@clarionledger.com
The Mississippi Senate unanimously passed a resolution Friday honoring a forgotien civit rights pioneer.

"When Clyde Kennard refused to give up his quest to become the first black student to enrolf at the University of Southern
Mississippi, authorities sent him to state prison in 1960 for seven years," the resolution reads.

State Sen. John Horhn, D-Jackson, commended senators for its passage - then questioned why the wording was changed
from what he originally penned to omit the declaration that Kennard, a decorated Korean War veteran, was innocent of the
burglary charge that sent him to prison.

"This was a cowardly act because we all know this man was poorly treated, and the state had a part in it,” Horhn said.
“Forty-six years after this occurred, we as a state can't acknowledge we did something wrong, and we dropped the ball."

Senate President Pro Tem Travis Little said the wording of the resolution was changed under advice of attorneys. What the
Senate didn't want to do, he said, was set a precedent in declaring someone's innocence.

On Friday afternoon, Horhn sent Gov. Haley Barbour a letter, requesting Kennard's pardon: "New evidence shows that Mr.
Kennard was an innocent victim of a gross miscarriage of justice.”

On Dec. 31, The Clarion-Ledger reported that Kennard was falsely convicted of burglary in 1960 before being given the
maximum sentence. Forty-five years later, the man who testified then that Kennard put him up to the burglary now has
acknowledged to The Clarion-Ledger that Kennard never asked him to do anything illegai.

The Senate resolution passed Friday cites the fact USM in 1993 renamed its student services building after Kennard and
Walter Washington, who became the first African American to receive a doctorate from the university.

The Senate resolution, expected to be presented to surviving members of Kennard's family, says: "We do hereby remember
the legacy of the late Clyde Kennard, the first black student to apply for admittance at the University of Southern Mississippi,
for his significant role in the history of the university and for his significant role in the history of the civil rights movement in
Mississippi."

Col. Raylawni Branch of Hattiesburg, one of USM's first two African-American students in 1965, said the Senate should have
at least acknowledged that Kennard, a devout Baptist and teetotaler, was framed in 1959 on the illegal liquor possession
charge - something confirmed by records from the state's segregationist spy agency, the Mississippi Sovereignty
Commission.

" Branch said she hopes the state takes further steps to clear Kennard's name. "It would show the continuance of progress

that's being made in the state of Mississippi and point us towards what a great state we are with the potential of being one of
the greatest states in the nation."
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A state lawmaker is proposing a resolution aimed at clearing the name of the late Clyde Kennard - a black farmer
imprisoned after he tried to enroll at the University of Southern Mississippi.

"I think justice needs to finally be done for a man whose only crime was trying to pursue higher education,” said state Sen.
John Horhn, D-Jackson. "It's been documented he was railroaded. He needs to have his name cleared.”

That resolution is expected to include a recommendation on how to clear his name. "We're exploring whether this is a matter
possibly taken up posthumously by courts or whether to seek a pardon from the governor,” he said.

A three-month investigation by The Clarion-Ledger revealed Kennard was imprisoned for a crime he never committed.

Kennard's brother-in-law, the Rev. Willie Grant, pastor of the Martin Luther King Avenue Baptist Church in Hattiesburg, said
he was grateful to hear the news about the proposed resolution. "Clyde was an honorable, godly person;” he said. "With the
Lord, his record is clear, but this is for society."

The farmer and decorated Korean War veteran repeatedly tried to enroli at Southern, only to be sent to prison for seven
years for burglary at the age of 33.

In the 1960 trial, 19-year-old Johnny Lee Roberts testified Kennard put him up to breaking into Farrest County Co-op to steal
$25 in feed. . :

Now, 45 years later, Roberts said none of that is tfue.
Approached by The Clarion-Ledger, he said he's willing to swear under oath Kennard "wasn't guilty of nothing."

Legal experts say Roberts' recanting means Kennard's burglary conviction can't stand up since Roberts' testimony was the
sole evidence linking Kennard to burgiary.

Minutes after Kennard tried to enroll at Southern in 1959, constables arrested him on reckless driving and iflegal liquor
possession - charges for which he was convicted.

In 1991, The Clarion-Ledger published secret documents from the state's now-defunct segregationist spy agency, the
Mississippi Sovereignty Commission, that showed how authorities framed Kennard on those charges.

Two years later, USM honored Kennard by renaming its student services building after him and Walter Washington, the first
African American to receive a doctorate from the institution.

But Mississippi has never taken any official action to clear his name.

LaKeisha Bryant, president of the Afro-American Student Organization at USM, said the state should erase the criminal
record of this innocent man. "He fought hard to make education available so that we as African-American students could
enroll at Southern Miss," she said.

In 1962, Kennard became ill, but still had to pick cotton from sunrise to sunset at the State Penitentiary at Parchman. In
early 1963, Gov. Ross Bamett released Kennard, who died months later of cancer.

Lawrence Guyot, who battled for voting rights in Hattiesburg, said he believes the state owes it to Kennard to exonerate him.

"l think we now know who Clyde Kennard was, what he stood for, how he was trapped in the times of Mississippi then," he
said.

"Mississippi as we know it now has the ability and the power to clear him and in doing so, re-establish its place of
prominence in Southern politics.” p
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‘Resolution before Legislature condemns false burglary charge against Clyde Kennard in 1960s
By Jerry Mitchell

jmitchell@clarionledger.com

A lawmaker introduced a resolution Monday aimed at clearing the name of a late black farmer imprisoned on a false charge
in 1960 because he tried to enter an all-white university in Mississippi.

"It's fitting on the day we celebrate Martin Luther King that we try to get justice for Clyde Kennard, this honorable
Mississippian who-paved the way for blacks having access to higher education anywhere in Mississippi," said state Sen.
John Horhn, D-Jackson.

The resolution is expected to be referred to the Senate Rules Committee, chaired by President Pro Tem Travis Little.

Kennard's brother-in-law, the Rev. Willie Grant, pastor of the Martin Luther King Avenue Baptist Church in Hattiesbufg, said
he hopes lawmakers will pass it. "It should be done for people, friends and family who are still here and know what kind of
person he was," he said.

A three-month investigation by The CIarion-Ledger revealed Kennard was imprisoned for a crime he never committed.

The farmer and decorated Korean War veteran repeatedly tried to enroll at the University of Southern Mississippi; only to be
sent to prison for the maximum seven years for burglary at the age of 33.

In the 1960 trial, 19-year-old Johnny Lee Roberts testified Kennard put him up to breaking into Forrest County Co-op to steal
$25 in feed.

Now, 45 years later, Roberts said none of that is true.
Approached by The Clarion-Ledger, he said he's willing to swear under oath Kennard "wasn't guilty of nothing.”

Legal experts say Roberts' recanting means Kennard's burglary conV|ct|on can't stand up; Roberts' testimony was the sole
evidence linking Kennard to burglary.

Minutes after Kennard first tried to enroll at Southern in 1959, constables arrested him on reckless driving and illegal liquor
possession - charges for which he was convicted.

In 1921, The Clarion-Ledger published secret documents from the state's now-defunct segregationist spy agency, the
Mississippi Sovereignty Commission, that showed how authorities framed Kennard on those charges.

Two years later, USM honored Kennard by renaming its student services building after him and Walter Washington, the first
African American to receive a doctorate from the institution.

But Mississippi has never taken any official action to clear his name.

Monday's resolution says Kennard was innocent and calls his burglary conviction "a gross miscarriage of justice." The
resolution calls on Gov. Haley Barbour to issue a posthumous pardon for Kennard and/or for Attorney General Jim Hood or
the district attorney to seek to clear Kennard's name through the courts.

Little said Monday he hasn't seen the resolution, Senate Concurrent Resolution 543, and can't comment until he does.
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MISSISSIPPI LEGISLATURE
2006 Regular Session
To: Rules

By: Representative Watson, Brown, Whittington, Calhoun

House Concurrent Resolution 55
(As Adopted by House)

‘A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION REMEMBERING THE LEGACY OF THE LATE CLYDE-
KENNARD, THE FIRST AFRICAN-AMERICAN STUDENT TO APPLY FOR ADMITTANCE AT
THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI, FOR HIS SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN THE
HISTORY OF THE UNIVERSITY AND IN THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT IN MISSISSIPPI
AND URGING THE PROPER AUTHORITIES TO TAKE NECESSARY MEASURES TO RESTORE
HIS REPUTATION.

WHEREAS, Clyde Kennard, an African American decorated war veteran and farmer, repeatedly
tried to become known as the first black student to enroll at the University of Southern Mississ1pp1
(USM), but his false arrest is known by researchers as a sad event of the civil rights movement in
Mississippi; and

WHEREAS, when Clyde Kennard refused to give up his quest to become the first black student to
enroll at the University of Southern Mississippi, authorities sent him to state prison in 1960 for seven

years; and

WHEREAS, a three-month investigation by The Clarion-Ledger has revealed that the decorated
Army veteran was locked up for a crime he never committed; and

WHEREAS, in the 1960 trial, 19-year-old Johnny Lee Roberts testified that Kennard, a 33-year-old
devout Baptist and farmer, put him up to breaking into Forrest County Co-op to steal $25.00 in feed,
even describing how he should leave the warehouse door unlocked; however, 45 years later, Roberts has
. said that none of his testimony was true, is willing to swear under oath that Clyde Kennard never put
him up to the burglary, or asked him to do anything illegal; and

WHEREAS, born in 1927, Kennard's early life foreshadowed a grim future when, at the age of four,
his father died. He grew up helping his mother run the family farm. In 1950, Kennard began attending
college in Fayetteville, N.C., during the Korean War. Kennard served as a paratrooper and rose to the
rank of sergeant, receiving three medals including the Bronze Star; and

WHEREAS after the Korean War, he came home to run the family farm in Mississippi, and at the
age of 28 joined the NAACP; and

‘WHEREAS, Kennard served as President of the lecal NAACP youth chapter and on the local school
board; and _
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WHEREAS, after becoming aware that the area's 125 black students had to travel 11 miles past the
all-white school to attend classes, Kennard became outraged and circulated an unsuccessful petition to
have children attend the closest school; and

WHEREAS, Kennard desired to finish college and in 1956, he approached President William D.
McCain at the then segregated Mississippi Southern College, but was denied entrance; however, when
he tried to enroll again in 1958, he enjoyed the support of Medgar Evers, Field Secretary for the
Mississippi NAACP and, when his intention to attend college was made public, the state's segregationist
spy agency, the Mississippi Sovereignty Commission, compiled an extensive dossier on the small-
framed farmer and sought to smear his reputation; authorities' framing of Kennard is made clear in
Sovereignty Commission records; and

WHEREAS, on March 6, 1961, the Mississippi Supreme Court ordered a new trial on reckless
driving and liquor charges for Kennard, but it did him little good because he remained behind bars,
where he had been since his September 1960 burglary arrest and less than a month later, the same
justices upheld Kennard's conviction, sending him to the State Penitentiary at Parchman; and

WHEREAS, in 1993, USM honored Kennard by renaming its student services building after him and
Walter Washington, the first African American to receive a doctorate from the institution, and a
biography of Kennard on the university's Web site refers to the charges against Kennard as "false," but
Mississippi never has taken any official action to clear his name; and- 4

WHEREAS, Clyde Kennard wrote a letter to the Hattiesburg American in 1958 challenging the idea
of separate but equal. Kennard suggested people work together to build up one another: "When merit
replaces race as a factor in character evaluation, the most heckling social problem of modern times will
have been solved"; and

WHEREAS, in March 1962, he underwent colon cancer surgery at the University of Mississippi
Medical Center, but died July 4, 1963, the anniversary of the Declaration of Independence that
promised, "All men are created equal"; and

WHEREAS, the handling of Kennard's case was evidence of injustice in Mississippi's past history,
and the reputation of this Mississippian deserves to be exonerated:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
STATE OF MISSISSIPPI, THE SENATE CONCURRING THEREIN, That we do hereby remember
the legacy of the late Clyde Kennard, the first African-American student to apply for admittance at the
University of Southern Mississippi, for his significant role in the history of the university and in the
history of the civil rights movement in Mississippi.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That (a) we strongly urge the Governor to grant Mr. Kennard a
posthumous pardon in this case based upon the new evidence referred to in this Concurrent Resolution,
or (b) in the alternative, the District Attorney for the Twelfth Circuit Court District or the Attorney
General for the State of Mississippi should investigate and present evidence for a new trial on this matter
to the appropriate grand jury, or (c) in the alternative, the Mississippi Supreme Court should take up the
‘Kennard burglary conviction on its own motion.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolutibn shall be forwarded by the Secretary of State to

the District Attorney for the Twelfth Circuit Court District, the Attorney General for the State of
Mississippi and the Clerk of the Mississippi Supreme Court.

http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/documents/2006/html/HC/HCO055PS . .htm 4/12/2006



HC 55 (As Adopted by House) - 2006 Regular Session Page3 of 3 -

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution shall be presented to the surviving family
members of Clyde Kennard and be made available to the Capitol Press Corps.
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Proclamations

Executive Orders

Appointments WHEREAS, the late Clyde Kennard, the first African-American to apply for admittance to the Univ
Southern Mississippi, pfayed a significant role in the history of USM and a significant role in the Ci

o Movement in Mississippi; and

* *‘_(;“’ * %

Islla‘tjgu;at}h State WHEREAS, born in 1927, Kennard lost his father at the age of 4 and grew up helping his mother

Otz:r%peéheg € family farm. In 1950, Kennard began attending college in Fayetteville, North Carolina, during the
War. Kennard served as a paratrooper and rose to the rank of sergeant, receiving three medals ir

_ Bronze Star; and _

* % P * %

Photo Gallery WHEREAS, after the Korean War, Kennard came home to run the family farm in Mississippi. The

old, Kennard joined the NAACP and later served as President of the local NAACP youth chapter.
> served on the locai school board and circulated an unsuccessful petition to have children of all rac
* *f coberam X ¥  the closest school to their home; and

Upcoming Events
Request the Governor WHEREAS, Kennard wanted to finish college and in 1956, he approached President William D. M
Request the First Lady the then segregated Mississippi Southern College, but was denied enroliment. By the time he trie
again in 1958, he enjoyed the support of Medgar Evers, Field Secretary for the Mississippi NAAC!
- k% his intention to attend college was made public, the Mississippi Sovereignty Commission hegan tc
eheron the activities of Kennard; and

Constituent Services
WHEREAS, Clyde Kennard wrote a letter to the Hattiesburg American in 1958 challenging the ide

- *”Eiﬁ ok * separate but equal. Kennard suggested peaople work tegether to build up one another: "When met

g race as a factor in character evaluation, the most heckling social problem of modern times will hay
State Agencies solved™ and ) :
Education !

WHEREAS, during the time in which Kennard refused to give up his quest to become the first blac
to enroll at the University of Southern Mississippi, he was tried and convicted for his alieged role i:
burglary of the Forrest County Co-Op in 1960; and

WHEREAS, Kennard died July 4, 1963, the anniversary of the Declaration of independence that
"All men are created equal"; and

WHEREAS, the University of Southern Mississippi, in a ceremony lead by USM President Aubrey
held in 1993, “apologize(d) for the indignities he (Kennard) suffered" and held a dedication of Ken
Washington Hall; and

WHEREAS, Johnny Lee Roberts, the key witness to testify against Kennard in his 1860 burglary ¢
gave statements to The Clarion Ledger in 2005 which reveai that Kennard was not involved in the
the Forrast County Co-op; and

WHEREAS, there is other compelling evidence that Clyde Kennard was not guilty of the crime for
was convicted; and ‘

WHEREAS, Clyde Kennard, if he were living, would be entitled to have his rights restored, and, w
living, his rights would have been restored during this Administration;

NOW, THEREFORE, |, Haley Barbour, Govérnor of the State of Mississippi, hereby proclaim Mar:
2006 as

http://www.governorbarbour.com/ProcKennard.html 4/12/2006
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CLYDE KENNARD DAY

in the State of Mississippi and urge all citizens to remember the legacy of the late Clyde Kennard, tt
African-American to apply for admittance at the University of Southern Mississippi, for his determinz
the injustices he suffered, and his significant role in the history of the Civil Rights Movement in Miss

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand and caused the Great Seal of the State of M
to be affixed.

DONE in the City of Jackson, on the thirtieth day of March in the year of our Lord, two thousand an¢
the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirtieth.

HALEY BARBOUR

Governor Haley Barbour
P.O. Box 139 * Jackson, MS % 39205
Phone: 601.359.3150 * Fax: 601.359.3741

http://www.governorbarbour.com/ProcKennard.html 4/12/2006
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One Mississippi Negro
Who Didn’t Go to College

RONALD A.

JAMES H. MEREDITH was not the
first Negro to seek the educa-
tional opportunities offered at Mis-
sissippi’s all-white universities. Two
others tried and failed before he
succeeded. One was dispatched for a
time to the state mental hospital,
the theory being that “any nigger
who tried to enter Ole Miss must be
crazy.” The other was Clyde Ken-
nard.

Clyde Kennard, a native of Hat-
tiesburg, comes of farming people:
growers of cotton and corn, peas
and potatoes. Hattiesburg, a city of
thirtyfive thousand in the south-
eastern part of the state, is the home
of the University of Southern Mis-
sissippi. Mississippi Southern Col-
lege, as it was called in 1959 when
Kennard applied, now has an en-
rollment of some 4,200. Basically a
liberal-arts school, it prides itself on
its Fine Arts Department. The school
is entirely state-supported, depending
for its funds upon appropriations of
state tax moneys. President William
D. McCain is responsible to a state
hoard of trustees. White-columned,
red-bricked, broad-walked, and ivied,
with lily pond and kissing bridge,
the campus impresses most Visitors
by its calm and charm. Msc, as it was
called locally, was approaching its
fiftieth anniversary at the time of
Kennard’s application.

Leona Smith, Kennard’s mother

HOLLANDER

(she remarried when he was nine,
five years after the death of his
father), saw to it that her five chil-
dren attended Sunday school and
“did their lessons.”  Clyde, her
youngest, was a quiet, abedient, con-
siderate son. He left Hattiesburg at
twelve to live with his sister Sara
in Chicago.

After paratroop service in Ger-
many and in Korea, Kennard re-
- turned to Chicago, where he spent
three years at the University. With
money he had saved in Korea, he
bought his parents a small farm on
the outskirts of Hattiesburg. In 1955,
at the age of twenty-eight, with a
year of school remaining, he was
forced to rerurn to Hattiesburg His
stepfather had been disabled, and
Kennard went home to run the farm.

FINISHING his education was still

uppermost in his mind. Mississip-
piSouthern was a mere fifteen-minute
drive from the farm. Yes, he was
told, msc does accept senior-year
transfer students, but . . . Kennard
began having discussions with Pres-
ident McCain. They talked over a
period of some three years, McCain
finding the applicant “courteous at
all times.”

The decision to apply to Mississip-
pi Southern did not come easily for
Kennard. But when it came, it came
from Kennard alone. Speaking to a

friend, he said, “It’s a public school.
I'd like to go there.”

“What if you come up missing?”
the friend asked.

“History is in the making,” Ken-
nard answered.

Although  possessing what a
preacher has called “an upbuilding
feeling for his race,” Kennard didn't
believe in a forced, violent integra-
tion of the schools. “He didn’t care,”
his mother has said. “He’d offered
to take his courses at night.”” Nor
did he relish the idea of seeking
court orders to compel the college to
admit him. When asked if he
thought he'd be able to enter Missis-
sippi Southern without a court
order, Kennard replied, “These
people at msc are more liberal.
They're not like the old ones. I'll
get in without the courts.” (Three
years after Kennard’s last applica-
tion, President McCain explained
his views on segregation: “Why, I've
got 270 years behind my feelings.”
Although Kennard later attempted
to organize an NAACP Youth Council
in Hattiesburg, he refused offers of
legal aid. He explained his ‘position
in a letter to the Hattiesburg Awner-
ican. In Hattiesburg the letter drew
the comment, “No nigger coulda’
written that.”

He wrote: “. . . [This has] led
me to request that I be permitted
to enroll at Mississippi Southern
College, without a court order to do
so. I, too, am a solid believer in the
ability of the individual States to
control their own affairs. I believe
that if this state should lead out with
only the smallest amount of integra-
tion it would never have to worry
about Federal intervention.

“T have done all that is within my
power to follow a reasonable course
in this matter. . . . I have tried to
make it clear that my love for the

State of Mississippi and my hope for -

its peaceful prosperity is equal to
any man’s alive. The thought of pre-
senting this request before a Federal
Court for consideration, with all
the publicity and misrepresentation
which that would bring about, makes
my heart heavy. . . .”

In 1958 Kennard was invited by
the then Governor J. P. Coleman to
Jackson, the state capital. President
McCain of Msc was also at the meet-
ing. It was an election year in Mis-
sissippi; the pending application was

- ra— S A2
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an unpleasant topic for any election
campaign. Kennard was told that he
could select any college in America
that would accept him, and that the
state of Mississippi would pay his
expenses. He refused. As he had ex-
plained in his letter to the Amer:-
can:

“Mississippi Southern College is
the only State supported four year
college in this area and my situation
at home makes it very difficult for
me to leave home to continue my ed-
ucation. On this account I have been
unable to attend school for nearly
five years. By attending Mississippi
Southern College my problem would
be solved, as I could live at home
and attend school.”

Governor Coleman explained that
the political situation was hot and

urged Kennard to wait. He said that

time would take care of things. He'd
try to work it out. Kennard wanted
to know when; Coleman couldn’t
say—someday. He asked that Ken-
nard withhold his application until
after the primary in 1959. Kennard

-agreed, but Coleman’s hand-picked

candidate to succeed him lost any-
way. -

In the fall of 1959 Kennard resub-
mitted his application. Several peo-

. ple had been approached to try

M’

to persuade him not to. The Missis-
sippi Sovereignty Commission, the
executive investigatory body to pre-

serve and enforce segregation, had -

sent its men to the homes and offices
of various people in Hattiesburg. “I
am here at the request of the gover-
nor,” announced one, urging a white
religious leader and friend of Ken-
nard’s to plead with him not to
apply- The head of the Hattiesburg
Negro school system and a Negro
principal were also approached. But
as Kennard put it, “It’s a question of
principle.”

The Moonshine Method

The date for Kennard's formal in-
terview had been set for Tuesday,
September 15. Despite the warning
of a local civil-rights leader that
McCain was in contact with the
White Citizens’ Council, Kennard
continued to trust him. He took no
special notice when President Mc-
Cain called as he was leaving that
morning to find out just when he ex-
pected to be on campus. Kennard
first drove his mother to their potato

patch in his 1956 Mercury station
wagon. She intended to “do some
hoeing, pick some peas, and pull
some vines for the cows.” Kennard
was to drive by later to pick up
the vines. He continued into town,
by a back road that was the quickest
route from the potato patch.

In town, Kennard stopped briefly
at the house of a clergyman he knew
to leave a statement he had pre-
pared. The minister had called Ken-
nard the night before, suggesting
that he prepare a statement asking
for a lawyer to represent him in the
event of his being jailed. It was
about 9:45. Kennard continued on.

He stopped for a shoeshine, then
stopped again to give a lift to a
friend of his mother’s, dropping her
off before reaching the campus. He
went into the president’s office to see
McCain.

McCain was not alone. Zack J. Van
Landingham, chief investigator for
the Sovereignty Commission had ap-
parently just happened by, and was
seated in the office. After twelve or
fifteen minutes, the interview ended.
Kennard returned to his locked car,
where he was met by two waiting
constables. They placed him under
arrest, charging him with reckless
driving. Kennard gave the constables
his keys and they opened the car
door. They had trouble starting the
car. Kennard showed them how. He
was then taken to the Hattiesburg
police station in the constables' car
by one of the officers. The other

drove Kennard’s car. Some minutes
later, as Kennard was being ques-
tioned, one of the constables entered
with a paper bag containing five
half-pints of liquor, claiming that it
had been found under the front seat
of the station wagon. Clyde Kennard
was booked and charged with reck-
less driving and possession of liquor,
which is illegal in “dry” Mississippi.

His application had of course been
rejected. The college’s statement
read: “Clyde Kennard, a Negro pre-
sumably residing in Forrest County,
today appeared at Mississippi South-
ern College in connection with his
request to be admitted to the college.
He was denied because of deficiencies
and irregularities in his application
papers.” McCain said that he could
not reveal the irregularities because
“Once a prospective student’s records
become a part of the registrar's rec-
ords we are prohibited from releas-
ing any part of that information ex-
cept on the student’s request.”

Concerning the interview, McCain
stated: “Generally we went over
what we had discussed in the past.
He was determined to press his ap-
plication. And we denied it. That’s
about it.” He told newsmen: “Hun-
dreds of students are refused ad-
mission every year for the same rea-
sons listed in Kennard’s rejection.”
Kennard himself said that he had
been given three reasons for his re-
jection: irregularities in his medical
records making his “moral charac
ter’” questionable, the fact that Mis-
sissippi Southern had not received
his records from the University of
Chicago, and the alleged refusal of
the University of Chicago to read-
mit Kennard after three years’' at-
tendance, which Kennard held was
untrue. William Van Cleve, the
registrar of the University of Chi-
cago, agrees. Kennard was never
refused readmission. In fact, the
University expected him to resume
studies in the winter of 1957. He
left here with a clean slate.”

IN A RECENT conversation, President
McCain explained that Kennard
had advanced the dates on his medi-
cal certificate and character recom-
mendations by a year. Although
McCain conceded that these docu-
ments could have been prepared for
an earlier application, the dates
nevertheless were falsified, he pointed



out. “And Mississippi Southern does
not -deal in forged documents.” He
disclaimed any knowledge of a meet-
ing with the governor, denied that

/™=~ there was any communication be-
. A7 tween Mississippi Southern and the

Sovereignty Commission, and could
not be sure whether an application
had actually been pending in 1958,
the date the documents originally
bore. McCain indicated that there
were several other reasons for Ken-
‘nard’s being rejected, but that “one
is sufficient.” He said that while Ken-
nard was applying, he had had the
Mississippi Southern security force
investigate Kennard’s past. “Shady
dealings were discovered.” Did
McCain mean that Kennard had
committed crimes or broken the law?
*“Just shady dealings.” McCain would
not elaborate. He pointed out that
he is employed by a board of trus-
tees, that two choices face him: to
follow their decisions or to resign.
He can do more, the former gen-
eral feels, to- develop honesty, cul-
ture, and individual integrity as
president of Mississippi Southern
than he can in a “silly martyrdom
for one Negro.”

The constables who arrested Xen-

”’"Eard, Charlie Ward and Lee Daniels,
~denijed having advance knowledge of

--his pre-publicized plan to enroll at
Msc. Although there were already
several law officers on campus when
Kennard arrived, including Missis-
sippi Highway Patrol Chief Bill
Hood, as well as the head of the
Sovereignty Commission, both Ward
and Daniels claimed to be unaware
that Kennard “would be on campus
to carry out an integration attempt.”
They claimed that they had simply
seen a speeding car on the highway,
tollowed it, then lost it, picked it up
again on the campus, and waited for
its driver to return.

“It’s obvious those men planted
that whiskey in Clyde’s car,” a cousin
of Kennard’s said. “He neither
drinks nor smokes. In fact, he
doesn’t even drink soft drinks.” The
constables explained that the liquor
was found under the front seat of
the car during a search conducted
while the prisoner was being ques-
tioned. One of them added that he
had “heard something rattling” when

"}w drove Kennard’s station wagon
~-nto town. “They didn’t mention
liquor until I was in jail,” said Ken-

nard at the time. “They brought it
in and said they found it in my car.”
When it was pointed out that Ken-
nard didn’t drink, one of the con-
stables knowingly commented, “Most
bootleggers don’t.”

Kennard was convicted in a hear-
ing before a justice of the peace and
fined six hundred dollars and costs.
It is customary in such unrecorded
hearings, when an appeal is in-
tended, for the defense to withhold
its evidence and witnesses for the
higher court trial. Kennard’s attorney
followed this course. But an appeal
was never heard. Because of mislead-
ing information given Kennard by
the Forrest County district attorney,
Harold B. Cubley, by Justice of the
Peace T. C. Hobby, and to his at-
torney by the jailer of Forrest County
with whom bond was posted, the de-
fense was not present at the setting of
the docket for the appeal. Appeals to
have the original appeal heard were
twice denied by Mississippi courts.
Finally, the lower court rulings deny-
ing the original appeal were over-
thrown by the Mississippi Supreme
Court. However, this ruling did not
come until 1961, at which time the
state merely remanded the case to the
files. Kennard had already been con-
victed of another offense and sen-
tenced to seven years at Parchman
Penitentiary.

The Making of a Felon

After the 1959 application was re-
jected, Governor Coleman is re-
ported to have said that “If Clyde
did reapply, there’d be no way of
holding him out because his record
was sufficient. There’d be no alterna-
tive but to close the college.” In
Mississippi, however, there is a law
that no one with a felony on his rec-
ord will be admitted to a state
school. Burglary is a felony.

Early on Sunday morning, Septem-
ber 25, 1960, the Forrest County Co-
operative warehouse was burglarized
of twenty-five dollars’ worth of
chicken feed. Clyde Kennard was
named as an accessory in the bur-
glary. He was arrested that same
morning.

The feed had actually been stolen
by an illiterate nineteen-year-old
Negro, Johnny Lee Roberts, who had
been employed by the Co-op as a
helper on the trucks and had deliv-
ered feed to Kennard's farm. He tes-

tified that that morning, at 4:40, he

“had broken into the Co.op ware-

house through two rear sliding doors
which he had previously left un-
barred. He loaded five sacks of egg
or laying mash worth five dollars
each into his car, but before he
could leave, the night watchman
arrived to investigate. Roberts re-
treated into the shadows. The watch-
man made no attempt to stop the
theft or to locate the burglar. He
merely noted Roberts's license plate
and left to call the police.

Roberts, according to his own tes-
timony, emerged from his hiding
place unseen and drove directly to
Kennard’s chicken house, about two
miles beyond the farmhouse, where
he put the feed in the unlocked egg
house and then drove back to the
farmhouse. He claimed that Kennard
was waiting for him in front of the
house and paid him ten dollars for
the feed, making no mention of when

the rest would be paid. After his ar-

rest, Roberts claimed that it was Ken-
nard who had persuaded him to steal
the feed. He denied that he had ever
stolen any before, but claimed that
one Thursday evening Kennard came
to Roberts’s house and asked about
getting. some feed “on the side.”
Several days later there was a second
meeting, said Roberts, at which time
Kennard suggested that Roberts
leave the rear doors of the warehouse
unbarred. Roberts claimed that he
did so before the Co-op closed at
noon on Saturday.

Sunday morning, after Roberts
had confessed, the police arrived to
arrest Kennard. He was taken to
jail at about 8:30, and the police re-
turned to search the premises at
about noon. Deputy Sheriff W. V.
Oubre testified that the feed hoppers
were flled with mash, and that the
chickens were “having a ball.” More
important, he said that he found a
feed ticket, used to identify each

sack, “on a trash pile out back.” The.

number on this ticket was then
shown to be next in sequence to the
number on a bag of feed found
loaded on a dolly at the warehouse
door. It seemed that Roberts had in-

tended to take ten sacks, but was .

frightened off with only five loaded
in his car.

The tangible evidence in the case
would have convicted Kennard only
of possession of stolen goods. It was

i
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Roberts’s testimony that supported
the charge of his being an accessory
to burglary. Under the Mississippi
Code, “Every person who shall be an
accessory to any felony before the

Tact, shall be deemed and considered

a principal, and shall be indicted
and punished as such.” Roberts, af-
ter testifying for the state, received
a five-year probation sentence.

Due Process of Law

The circuit court of Forrest Coun-
ty, Judge Stanton A. Hall pre-
siding, convened on November 14,
1960. Jess Brown, Kennard’s attor-
ney, moved to have the indictment
dismissed on the ground that Ne-
groes were “systematically excluded”
from the grand jury, but Judge Hall
overruled the motion. A request to
see the voter registration records was
similarly denied. (Before a state con-
stitutional amendment had been rat-
ified the week before, jurors were re-
quired to be registered voters.) A
Hattiesburg attorney, in practice for
thirty-eight years, testified for the
state on the motion: “Rather than
break it down by years, I'd say that
through the period of my practice,
I have on numerous occasions seen

% negroes come into the court room in
" response to process as prospective

jurors, and invariably I have seen
those negroes excuse themselves, be-
cause they were good men, and they
knew that there was no facility for
the separation of the races . .. in our
court room structure, and so invari-
ably they would excuse themselves,
and I admired them for it.”

The chronology of the two sup-
posed meetings between Roberts and
Kennard was crucial in establishing
Kennard as an accessory. For Rob-
erts to have acted on the alleged
suggestion from Kennard that the
rear doors of the warehouse be left
unbarred, the suggestion must have

been made prior to noon on Satur- .

day, the Co-op’s closing hour. Rob-
erts's testimony was anything but
clear on this point.

Hattiesburg  District  Attorney
James Finch questioned Roberts
concerning the meetings, the dates of
which were never given. The tran-
script reveals a court stenographer
with a sensitive if somewhat biased
ear for dialect:

A. (RoserTs): “On Thursday, I
think. He seen me one Thursday,

and then one Friday night on Mo-
bile [Street] when he seen me again.”
Q. (FincH): “All right. When was
the next time that you saw Clyde?”
A. “One Friday night.”
Q. “Where were you then?”
A. “Hit was one Saturday night
on Mobile when I was makin’

‘groceries.”

Q. “And what, if anything, did he
say to you about how you would get
[the feed]?"”

A. “Well, ’bout de door. Leavin’
de door open.”

Q. “Now, what about that?”

A. "He say, leave de door open
where hit's fastened, and I won't
have to do anything but shove it
open.” -

Roberts obviously was confused
concerning the day of the supposed
second meeting, and Finch seems to
have overlooked his having said “Sat-
urday.” As the testimony continued,
Finch noted the slip and attempted
to rectify it. Roberts, however, only
became further entangled:

Q. (FiNcH): “Now, this conversa-
tion you had with Kennard on a Sat-
urday night; was that the Saturday
night immediately before you went
in on Sunday morning?”’

A. (Roserts): “Dat’s right.”

Q. “Huh? It was?”

A. “Yassuh, dat’s right.”

Q. “All right. What time did you

* leave the Co-op that Saturday?”

A. “Twelve o'clock.”

Q. “Now, Johnny Lee, are you or
not confused as to the Saturday or
Friday that you talked to Kennard?
Was it about a week before you went
in on Sunday?” .

A. “Yassuh, 'bout a week.”

ATTORNEY YOUNG (for Kennard):
“Object, Your Honor. He'’s leading
the witness.”

THE COuRT:
leading.”

Q. “How long was it before you
went in the Co-op was it that you
talked to Kennard the last time?”

A. “De last time I talked to 'im?”

Q. "Yes.”

A. “Well, I talked te him dat Sat-
urday night, and I went in dere dat
Sunday morning, at twenty minutes
to five.”

Q. “Now, Johnay, I don’t want to
contuse you, but when did you leave
the door unlocked?”

A. “Dat Saturday at dinner. See,

“Yes, I sustain as

we closed at twelve o'clock on Sat-
urday evenings.”

Q. “Had you or not been told how
to leave that door unlatched before
you saw Kennard that last time?”

A. “I didn’t git you.”

Q. “Had you already been told by
Kennard how to get in the place?”

A. “Yassuh.”

Q. “All right. When did he tell
you how to get in it?”

A. “Well, he tole me on Thurs
day.”

Q. “On Thursday. All right, now,
you say you closed ...”

The all-white local jury took just
ten minutes to decide ci a guilty
verdict for Kennard. Judge Hall
gave him the maximum sentence of
seven years. The Jackson State Times
commented that one year for each
$3.57 stolen seemed rather severe:
twenty-five dollars seemed to be
petty larceny rather than burglary.
The State Times is now defunct.
The case was appealed to the Missis-
sippi Supreme Court, which affirmed
the ruling. Certiorari was denied by
the U.S. Supreme Court.

AFTER TWO YEARS in prison, Ken-
nard does not seem bitter. He
still feels that there are “good people
at Mississippi Southern.” He writes
to his mother every week, but he
cdoesn’t want her to visit unless it’s
proved that he’ll have to be there
“a long long time.” He told her to
pretend that he’s still in the Army.
In Hattiesburg, there is still oc-
casional mention of Kennard’s letter
to the American, especially of one
paragraph:

“I admit that we have had and
still have, to a large extent, lower
economic and moral standards than
many of our white neighbors. How-

ever, we must realize that this condi-

tion is not a cause for segregation,
but the effect of segregation and dis-
crimination. The more segregation
and discrimination we have .in our
community the more shall we con-
tinue to have ignorance and im-
morality and poverty.”

James Meredith’s enrollment at
the University of Mississippi ought
to give Clyde Kennard a good deal
ol satisfaction. In a year and a half
Meredith is scheduled to earn his
degree. Clyde Kennard, however,
faces five more years at Parchman
Penitentiary.
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‘. M. Aubrey K. lucas
Director of Admiasions
_H&iniesippi Scubﬁm‘n College

. Hattieshurz,'Lgsiseipol

Dear sir:
Inclosed you will find my applicition to enroli at Mississippi

Southarn College, a medical examination report,and five reqcmnenda-

tions of oy moral character,

Your records will show that the pecple who have mude ‘these re-

_commendations are not sriduates of Mississipfi Soutkern Joliece,as
your present regulutions r_equire; however ,they are al. professional
people who liWe in my .qomunity,and have at least the eyuivalent of.
a dagree from Mississippi Southern Ccllege. Moreover,as a Negro,l
feel that these pecple whuld be 1in a gucﬁ better positicn to attest
to wy esral character than grédustes of Mississippi Scuthern College,

et R Gh e 3 AP T 001 e Bt o1 8

Purther,I do not know five graduates of Mississippi Zouthern {cllieze
’ : who a.re in & position to make the neacessgry, reccommendaticriy There-
Tors,for the rensons which I havé given,I sincerely rejuest tha:
P thess recommendotions be aédopud in place of the reccmmendaticns
from Mississippt Southern College Fraduates,as 18 done in applice=

tions involving students who do not live in Nisyd
\ ’ @,MG@) SEP & D
(et 0L - 27

. W s vevasanvarsennsontonpingdinsee
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http://www.mdah.state.ms.us/arlib/contents/er/sovcom/result.php 4/11/2006



Sovereignty Commission Online ' Page 1 of 2

MDAH Archives & Library

Change Image Zoom | Currently displaying printer friendly

‘Normal Size

SCR ID #1-27-0-29-2-1-1

This particular requeat and tiae. unusual nature of tuis appllca-
.- tion wake necessary,l think, & more general stitement of my positice
on the subject of my mmrcllment at Mississipp Southera Sollere,
Missisgippi Southern Colleze isﬁthe only State supported four
 year éuilége in thxs. area,and mp situation at ‘hcne wakes 2% very dif.
ﬂ.w.l.t for me to leave home to continue my educations, On this ascount
1 havs been unablie to attend school z'br nearly five years, By attend-
ing ii;sisaippi Seutharn Cocllege the problem vhiéh confromts me wenld
" he mystly sclved,ms T could 1live Rat home and attend school at the saéua..
time, ' ' _
Fow, you must know that I am keenly aware ¢l thm race prchler here
sntailed,as nothing has so constantly occupled wy thoughta during the
past three years as this one, X know thet the;-_; ars those among us

who Teal that bo'gh‘ races would be best benefited by a policy of private :

and public separation of the races, and that this segregation should
be meintained no matter what the ccst to ourselves and to futurs 5ehiw
srations, Unfortunately,psrhaps,l have not as yet been uble to con-
vince myself,nor has uiyor;e elae beer sblé to convince me that this
13 relly the wisest coui-ae for Mississippl to continues to follow st
this eritical junetion in cur state’s histovy,

Thase who openily advocste or quietly support the separation of
she races theory ganesrally inciude in their reasonin'z. one or more of
the following five points: (1) To tezch Hegro and ihite students 4in
the sams schools would mean,in part,mixing of White und Wegro ‘dlood,
to the extent of do‘stroying hoth races,(2) legrons,ss & result of
t}zdt economic and social history,have developed such low moral haiit.-.,
unti) At would be 'tr.agicanr degrading te Jhite younssters for them to
associate with Negro voynzs.tari. (3) Since thits studenta are so much
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-3t will take many years to draatically change the present patterns -
of cur communities;for years tt; zome we shell continue to have toms
miﬁids predominantly Yhite,snd communities primirily Hegre, '
The law will not have to require this arrangement;the pride uhisy
people have in their homa,church,es,and scheols will motivate this
stability, ‘Thorafpre, aligh & vary fow exceprions most institutiors
whieh uam all ¥hite or all Nesrc will remsin mostly sc for a
good lo'mg while ., Yhat ssema to be the second major defect in their
-l_rmmnt is the idea that the same prejudices which are leveled a.

gringt Negroes before integration will remain afver Integraticn, ™s
will not be the case,. e are sntering & period in which merit must
. rule the selection of teschers, There was 2 time when & person conlc!'
get tihrough college by hook of by crook:;and if he found that he tould
do nothing else,then he would teach. Thia practicte is rapidly be=
ooning & thing of the past and in tomorrow!s world it will be unheard
of. Thus, if a teacher has mastered his profession,gnd has made tne
Froper adjustments,and is willing to dedicate himsel! to man's higheat
eskling ,chough he is yellow,black,or white t._ne'r‘e will be a place for
' Finally, let me mention the arzument for separéte but equal fa-
cilities Sn pudlic education,as being superior to & non-restricted
systom, This argument may seem wore plauzible if getting an educé-
i tion was an end in 1%self,and not a4 meang t,o an end, The end prow
; . dust of an education is a gréater and more useful participation in
the art of living in s civilixed soclety, If an educstion doep not
help make out of pesople more useful citizens to themselves and their
su;tnl comeunity,then it has failed. Conversely, if the general
somuunity fails to provide those whow it -duc.ates an ¢pportunity to
werve 1t to the fullest extent,then the commmnity is Builty y
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Clyée Kennard, single, nezro, age 31, residing at -
i | ¥

Eatonville, Forrest County, Hisslsaippi, ham indicated he e
intends to seek adnission to muiuippz’. Southern Collsge
Hatviasburg, Mississippd at beginning of ters Jinuary 5, i959.
Rennsrd hke mude twd previcus unsuceddaful attempts to. enteér

M,5.Cs during past three yaars,

A cant granted high schoel giploms June 26, 1950
from Mendell Phillips High Bchool, Chicago, Illinsds, on bvasis
of Anag__{i._ E, D. tegt and avtsndad & negro college, Meyottes
viXle Bcate Teachers Uollege, Fayetteville, Horth &roj&im,-
fron Denenbor b, 1950 vo March 3, 1952 ml':ins above Sverege

" grades, Hé sleo attended University of Chicage, Chicage,

e

... Tilinois, from PFebruary 1953 to Juns 1955 where grides were

ﬁ;} w_avérags. He did not graduste from either scheel. Records
of TrnIveratey of Chlcago algc reflect Kemngrd while attending
Bay § %Mcaiiénud School at Fatonville, Mssissippl, in

5, was & menber of the Uerman Youth Club and the Young
Peogrosiéive Citisens Club, . Kennard was in U.3, Arwy from
September 23, 1945 to Oatcber 6, 1953, He was honorably dis-
ehargod with tho rapk of Seprgeant, While in Army he ragedivad
Korean Sarvico Medal, United Naticna Service lMedad and Good
Conduct Modal,s Kennand 4t presont has & poultry fexw vhore
ne lives with his mother. They racently s0ld a part of this
favw to the Misglssippi Stase Highwey Comnigaion for approximately
314,000.,00 for uag for right of way for & highway, "

- Fennard paid cash forr 4 1958 larcuby in aboul pbgusd

" 1958, investightion in neighborhecd of Kennard’s home indicates

http://www.

that he ia possibly HAACP leader in his commmunity, Persons who
ko Sennapd Jescribe him ap Intelligent, well adusated, gudet
spokon, courtesus, with A desire to botter the nemi'c.xice in

Mississippls Rennard kntwn to associate with Rebbi Jartinband,

“Rettisaburg, :ﬂssuupﬁ, who has been deseribad by & solf«cons

fesand communist g8 8 Dirsctor in & eomramist front orgmmisation.
Rennuxrd alsc atterpled to gat a white farmer 1o sell hia farm

in the Batonville community stating that this wag an dll nagro
sottlemant nd they wantad to keap it that WAy,

., Kemnard hed poor cradiv rating in Hattiensburg, Mesissippl
up to Pwp yearg-ago when credit rating improved and is now
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sonsidersd very geod. Applicant has no oriminal record in
Chicago, Illinods, Hastiesbturg, Mississippi, RMissiesippt
State Burssu of Identification, or ¥EY records.

On December 6, 1958, The Hattiesburg American printed.

& lettar signed by Clyde Kemiard, RFD 1, Civy, which advocated
integraticn and adherange to the aclution td the rece problem
48 advancsd by the NAACP &nd U.8, Supreme Court. Univarsity of
Chicago rTecently radaived & letter from Xennard requesting
pernission to return to the Unlversity to take a ¢ourse in .
Foreign Relaticné, A nugro coumdtbtee compssed of & negro preacher
and sevaral negro déducators havs szrded to contact Xemmard for
the purpose of getting him to with his appliomeion and desiat
in his efforts to enter Wississippl Southern ge. LEvery
indication nwgxo educators on this conmitise want to bargain thedr
afforts for a Negro Junior Collage at Mettlieshurg, Miseissippi.
Flans sutmitted by this committes whersby Governor J, P, Coleman
would confer with Xenntrd in an o200t t0 get hinm to refrain
Lrom his. sttempts to enter M.3,C, Commitves believes Xennard

desires attention snd recognition from establiished
authority.

FERDING

http://www.mdah.state.ms.us/arlib/contents/er/sovcom/result.php . 4/11/2006



Sovereignty Commission Online Page 1 of 2

MDAH Archives & Libra

Normal Size Change Image Zoom | Currently displaying printer friendly

SCRID # 1-27-0-6-6-1-1

T. ATIRNPIS 1O EUTLR MISSISSIPRI SOUTHERE COLLAGE

On December 1, 1558, efforts wers made at Misaissipps
3outhern College to secure information relative to Clyde Kennard,
Howaver, as the day was a holiday and no sdministrative office
open, no information could be obtained,

On December 2, 1958, Colonsl Roger Johnaonm,Administrative
Assistant to the Frasident, ad¥ised that the Preaident, Ir,
W, Do MoCain, was out of the ¢ity and in Texas &nd would be gone
for a weak, OCclomel Johnson stated that he did not have very
much infoermation regarding Fennard and that Kennardts £ile was
not in the files of the other atudents inssmuch as it wes
cqarried as & gpecial csge and handled by Fresident MuCain
personslly., He did not inow where Mr, MeCain had placed the
file and was unable to locats it in Mr, McCaints office, Colonal
Johnson had Mre. NeCain make & thorough semrch of the home of
Dr. McCaln with negetive results, as to locating Clyde Kénngrd's
filas, Colonel Johnson stated that Kennard firet agplied for
admission to Missigsippl Southern Collgge three years apge, but
eince he did not have the nscessary five recommendations from
alurni in his home county, his agplication waa depnied. Colomel
Johnson atatsd that as he recalled it, some six montha later .
during the middle semester, Kennard made another effort to get
ino Missiaaippi Southern and requeasted that the five recoimendations
from alumni be waived, Kennerd at that time came and telked to
Dr, ¥cCain and was told that his application would have to be
passed on by the Board of Trustees and any exceptions made in his
casa would hive to be made by the Trustses. Kennird subsequently
telaeptoned snd requested of Dolonel Johnaon's office the names of
al} Mississippd Southern Alumni in Forrest County. He was told
that such & list was not available and Kennard theén stated that
he wag coming ovar t0 the Uollege in order to go over the files
and pecura such a list,  fHowever, ha naver showed up. Ceolonsl
Johnapn”stated that the Security Officer for Miasissippi Scuthern,
Hyr. John Reiter, had comducted some investigation and had
deternined that Xennard had attended the University of Chicago and
also ths Faystteville North Carolina Teachers College. Hestated
that transeripts of records from these aschools had been obtainad
and were in Kennardts file. :

http://www.mdah.state.ms.us/arlib/contents/er/sovcom/result.php 4/11/2006
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Colonel Johnson made a tolephone call to Fort Bliss in
Texas and talked to Dr. W. D, ¥oCain, Mr. MoCain stated that
he did not know Just where he had put Kennsrdis file and that
ho would have to walt until he returned to Mississippl SButhern
College and made & search for the file himsslf, :

e A. As Jucas, Direosor of Admissions at Mississippd
Southern College, #dvised that he had held this position for ons
and a hal? years. MNr. Iuvcas said shat he had no cormestion with
the school when Clyde Kennard fira$ attemptad to registsr. At
that time Dry M. We Kenne was Director of Adwiszsion, Dr. Kenns
is now tha Heglstrar ab Hississippi Soushern Collsge. v, Iucas
adkised that he did not have Clyds Kemmardt fils and that he
undgrotood that the file wkg in the possession of D, McCain. He
did, however, have the transeript of Kennardis record at Faystteville
Teachors caiega, Fayetteville, North Carplina., He furniohad a
phetostatic copy of this transeript and the same will be commented
upou later oh in this répart. '

. Luces sald ghat about two months ago Clyde Kenaard
had telephoned him and wanted to know if he had to make another
gpplication to get consideration for admission into Missisaippl
Southern College: He was told that he would have to make guc
an application. Kennard then -asked that four application blanks
be sant ° to him. hen asked why four Kemnard saild thiat there were
sevoral Sthar negroes in ths Bitonvilis commynivy where Rennard
reaides, who are posas.blg intereated in making application for
antrance to Mlasiseippi Jouthern. Xenaard was told Ly Mr, Iucas
that ofich individual would have to maks request himsglf for 4n
application and that one such application would be sent to Kenmard.
This application was forwarded %o him on November 15, 1658,
Fannard gave his address as Routs 1, Box 70, Hastiesburg, The
Batorville commnity is 4n Forrest County about & miles northeast
of Hattiesburg. Mr. Lucas stated that this community is largely
inhabited by negross who appaar to ba above averags in intelligence
and aducation, He stated that soma of ths negroes are almost
whité in AppeRrance and that it is difficuls sometime 4o tell just
ghatlar they are white of colorsd, Mr, Lucas atated that his
aolorad médd ie from the Eatonville communiy and grew up with
Clyde Kennsrdé, He sald that he had talked o her aboué Kennard
and that she oonsiders him one of the outatanding nagroes in the
Fatonville community. He ie well sducated and very imteiligent
and 811 of the othmr hegroes look up to him, Mr. lucas advised
that Kennard ia in the puudtry bdusineswsat Eatonville.

7
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Rr. Lucas stated that all admiasion requirements must
be met before & student can be admitted vo Misaiseippl Southern
Opllege. Thess requirements mst be mat at the time of
registration, Such requiraments are: .

s Conpleted application.

2, HMedical examination record.

3. Five recommendations from alumi from the
gounty from which the applicant is applying.

&be A tvanscript of all previcus work from schools
from which the applicant is transferping.

s Lucas stated that in Clyde Kennard's case if the school is
unable to locate the file on him, it will be necessary for him
to again furnigh a transcript of his record from the University
¢of Chicago. Thers is already & transcript on hand from the
fayettaville Teschars College in Fayetteville, North Carclinm,

Mr., lucks stated that Mra. Ruth Dullo: who prasently resides
at Petal, Mississippl, was formerly Sed-gtai'y of the Directar of
Admisaion and would posaibly have inferustion with refoerence to
Clyde Kennmrdts attaempte to enter Mlssisaippl Southern,

" Mrs. Ruth Dulinjy 116 Gresn Strdet, Patal, Misstssippi,
aivised on Dacember 3, 1858, that Clyds Kennard had appgied
to Hissiesdippl 3outhern coliege three years ago. At that time
Mra, Dulin wee tha Sacretary to the Director of Admissions, She
spid that Kennaid was unable to get five recommendations Irom
alumnd in Porrest County and he was turned down. Subsequently,
he requested that his application be accepted without the Live
recommendations. He was told that thie matter would have to be
takan np with the Board of Trustees who would have to paes on
any exception to & mile. Kennard subsequently velephoned Dr,
McCain & number of tiwes to find out about the applisation @hd
was {inally told that he had failed to meet all of the admission
requiréments and his application had been turnsd down., Mrg, Dulinm
stated that she had no i8formation which might indicate anyone
might be behind Kennayd in pushing him %o demand sdmisaion %o
Migpisaippi Southsrn Collage, .

http://www.mdah.state.ms.us/arlib/contents/er/sovcom/result.php 4/11/2006
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Mr, John Reiter, Sscurity Officer, Mississippl Southern
College, advised that he had made an investigation for the school
some three ysars ago and advised that most of the investigation
was made by the Cradiv Bureau as it was not desired. that anyone
now of Kennardts attempt to enter the school or that any inveatie
gation was being wmade, Relter said that it was hia recollection
that the investigation had been handled in such a secretive manner
that the credit report issldsithe investigation wus being made for
Fort Arthur, Texaa. MNr. iteiter sald that he was unable to recall
very much pegefding the investigation other thin the fact that
Kennard had been to school scmothers in the Nerth, had been in the
Army and hag recelved an honorable discharge. M, Réiter aaid
that he did not recall any derogavory information being developed
regarding this applicant.

As Qfficials ht Misalsaipdi Southern Colleze had indicased
that the Thairman of the Doard, Dr. E. R. Jobe, at Jackson,
Misoisaippi, had at-one time heon furnished the fils on Clyde
Lennard and aince they were of the opinion that Ir, Jobe mipht
still have this file, contact wao made with him on December 5, 1958.
Howevar, Dr,. Jobe statad that he had at ong time segn tho file
on Clyde Kennard but did not believe that it waz in his possession
8% the presant time end he felt sure he had returned it to Dr,
MeCain. Drs Jobe sald he would have his office staff make a
coppletas search for the file, and notify the writer, Subsequently
that sane day, the writer was inforsed by the secretary of D,
Jobe that a complete ssarch hed been mhde and they wara ungble to
locate it in the offiee of Dy, Jobe.

On Decsmber &, 1958, I contacted Dr. W. D, MsCain, Prosident
of Mississippi Southern College, Hattiesbusg, Misaissibpi, and he
grated that he had made a thorough search of his office and hie
house Bnd h&d Jeen unable to locate the £ile on Clyde Eennard,

Dy, FeCain said that he wag vory much enbarradigeod gt nct being
able to Yocate the file. He sald he had put the file away 8o woll
that 1o oould not find it, He also stated that ha had loaned tha
file to D Jobe at Jackson, sbout thrae yeurs agd when the matter
firat dame up but he was swre Dr, Jede had returhed the fils,

Dr, MoQain statasd that as he rscalled she file, Kennard had

hac¢ approximately three years of college work at the Univaraity
of Chicago and Faystteville Teachers College, Payettevills, N, C.
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He staved that he recalled that Kennard'a gradea were above
aversge and thers wits nothing dercgatory in his file, He paid
that ths only information in the Zile was the transeript of
the records from the schocls which Xennard had attended together
with hia épplication for admission to Miasiesippl Southsin and ths
c¢redit report, Drs MeCain expresssd his porsonal opinion that
he did not belisve the NAACP wea bshind Kennard's attempt to
anter Fisslseippl Southern. He recalled that he had talked with
~ Kennard when the applicant had first applied for admisslon some
thras yaars ago and that Kennard had met all of the regquirenents
with the Wxosptiuon of furnishing the five recommendations fyom
alunnt 4n the ¢ounvy from which he wag applying. For this regson
his application was not womplete and wae not processed, &r.
#cCain stated that ho would continue his efforta to locate the
risging £ile and would notify the wiiter Af he was asuccesoful in
thiag repard, ) :

Or, M, ¥, Konna, Reglatrar Mississippi Southern Collepe,
advised on Dacember 9, 1958, that he was formerly Director of
sdmimsiéns ‘&t this school and held this office at the time
Rennard £irst attemptod to get admittey to Missisaippl Svuthern.
He reécélied that Kennard had firat telephoned and requasted
that & Catelog of the achool be sent hime ‘This woe done and at
that time it was nov known that Kennard vas & nggrc. After
recelipt of this catalog, Kennard telaphoned and asked for an
application for admittance to the sghool end av thay time astated
that he wvas & negro. The application was not forwsrdad to him
and subsequently Kennard cora to bMimsissippl Southern and talked
50 Dxe Wo-Ds Mefain, Drs Eoxnma wgp in on the epntqrene%._; A
that timg, Kennard was told that he wouvld have t¢ meet the
requiremsnts of having five reccemendations from forugr Alumni
in Fireost County, Kennard said ne would Mike to apply but that
tis Would be unable to complete the application becauge he would
b wnadle o soture the five récommendationss Dr. Moliin told
him that this was a regulation of the Doard of Trusteqs and any
gaiving of this reccumendation &8 was requasted by Fennard, would
have t0 be qonsidersd by the Board, Hemsvrd subgequently Gubmitted
his application without the fiva recommondations. The same was
sant to the Board of Trustess for dirgction, Kennard then phoned
saversl timée thereafter with reference to his applicasion. He
was fihally told that aince his applicatioh was not complete tha
samg could not bé conplderad. Dr, Kenna statod that hs revalled
she £ile and there waz sbsovlutely mothing deroghtory reozarding
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this applicant, Dr, Kenng stated that Clyde Nennard 4s a light
colored negro, he was & mugcisn, playad the orgawx, that he was
vaxry polite and courtecus and sppeared to he 1nuailigont. Ra
gald the nagre was not cffensive in any way. )

Dr, Xenna asdvisad that recéntly Kennard had selophoned
and requested an application. He indicated that he again intanded
1o apply for admissticn to Misgisaippi Southern Collspe for the
winter term beginning January 5, 1959, The Hattiesburg American
Hewspaper of Wedneaday, Daceuber 10, 1958, as well as tho Naws
Telacast av 10:00 P.H, That evoning, carxdied an urtlcls thas
Clyds Kannard, Boute 1, Hattiesburg, Mlasissippl, 4 ndgro was
again sagking sdmisaion to Misaissippl Southern éeli'eg;a. An
sffort was mgde to coathet Dr, MeCaln, President of Mimsissippt
Jouthern, on the morning of December 13, 1958, but Dr. lMeCaln
wag out ¢f the c¢lity. Ihe Reglstvar and Director of Admipaion
wera 8180 out of tha City. The writer was inforrdd by the
gacrotary of Div, KeCain that no furthar spplication had baen
raceived from EKemnard, This sesretary dld not know how the
nevapgnrs had obtgindd tiva informition relative to Kemardts
attenpt t0 enter Southern &% this time.

On December 3, 1958, tho records of the State Bureau of
Vital Statistics, Jackson, Mississippi, wero exinined.  The same
raflact that ons Clyde Kenuard, birth reglatry number 21878, dorn
June 20, 1927, at Hattiasburg, Miaslissippi. The father's name -
was given as ¥ill Xennard, &ge 41, ccenpation farmwer, residence,
fFD 1, Hettiesburg, Mississippi, The motherts nams was liated
as laura Fairley, with the game addrass. la» age was given as
33, born in Smith County, HMlssissippi. This was the fourth child
born to the mother and fathar, The phyeiélan was listed as Charles
¥, Smith, 606 Mobile Streot, Havtiasburg, Miselssippi. All of
the individuals wers 1listed a3 being of the colored race. The
birth sartificate was fijod July 8, 1927, °

The records of osonfidential informant Tel reflect that
Clyde Hennard has nn middle nasie. fe has Spcial Seeurity Humber
L28-24~9208, HKis address in October 1952, wvas given 83 Route 1
Dox 512, Havtiesburg, Fssiseippi. Komnard was born Juns 12 1827
in uazt;.eshurg, Miaeissippi, Hle mother is listed as laona émith,
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attiosbury, Miasiseippi, Routs 1, Box 312, The regords further
show that he was single in Ocetober 1952, and st thav time a
freshman at the University of Chicege. He enterad the United
States Army Septenber 23, 1945, - His Army Sarial Rumber was RA
4143812, He was soparated from the Service st Fort Jackson,
South Carolins; on Detober &, 1952, as & Technicgl Sergeant,

Ho was at that time assigned t¢ Headquarters Conpany 279, Ine
fantry Regimeus, His dischirgd was lisved as honorabls. His
deseription was given as, height, 5t ™™, weight, 151; race,
nagroi eyes, browni hair, blatki compleyien, m'eéium. The records
of gonfidential informant Tel further reflect that Rennard wea
snployed October 20, 1952, at a ealary of $25,00 8 week by Dave
Ae Matison, 420 8, 2Vt Avenus, Hatviesburg, Misslesippi.

Kennardte education was llated as high school graduate
and having attended Faysttaville, lorth - Tarolina Teschoere
follege for two years. At the tlms, Kennard ¢)aimed he had never
been convicted for any orins. Hé aiao stated that his healsh
record woe excellent, 1hs rajords further diselosed that XKennard
vas erployed from 1542 to 1043 as a clark typist for the Mutual
Ingurance C ny, Chicago, Illinois, While Hennard was in the
Aruy, he meceivad the following dscorations and madalad Korean
Sorvipe Medal with one Bronas Sorvice Star) United Nations Service
Hodals: Good Conduot Madal,
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On December 2, 1958, ¥rs, Reee of the Credit Bureau
of Hattiesburg, Mississippi, furnished & special credit
report prépared on Clyde Kennard under date of February 25,
1956, This credit report was for Missleaippl Socuthern
Collaze and reflects that ,Clyde Kennard is a negrs residing
at Route 1, Hattieabuwry, MNiasiseippl, His age was given
as approximately 26, single with no criminal record, His _
step fathor waa listed a3 a truck farmer, His credit rating
was shown as unsatisfactorys The following remmrks were
contained in the cradit reporst

Clyde Kennard, (sometimes referred to as Kinnard,)
uasos & variation of hiz nane for reasons best knowm to
himself. Ostenaibly, he is Just cut of the Army for less
then two years. He has shown no sense of raspomsibility
in meating him cbligations, This saems to be a character~
jetic of the negro race in general, &4s shown in the
oxtonsive filas of this organismation, He has mors obli-
gavions than inconme,

Subject is living with mother and astepfather., {Nother
and stepfather nay be common law man and wife since
extensive inveatigation ravealed no marriage license issued
to Silas L. Smith or leonia Kennard or Kinsard), at Route
1,{Rgtonville, Hhttiesburg,-Mlesissippi), -

Infornante state that they balieve subject is &
graduate of some colorad college and balive that he is
teaching sopewhere in Forpest County, however, & check
through the County Superingendentts office, raveals that
subjact is in no way enployed in the Forreat County School
syptem, However, The County Suparintendent stated that
subject iz on the Board of Trustees of the Bay Springe
Consolidated Sohool{oolorad). He also knew of subject?s
intentions, and told investigutor as tmch, howover
investigator 4id not reveal any knowledge of existing
situasiony, -
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On or -about May 13, 1949, Clyde Kennard and his
mother, laonia Smith, purchased the following property:

20 acres of land located gs N3 of NEi of Wi
township 5 ¥ Range 13 ¥ in Forreat County,
from Mra, Mary Ann Candy, widow of the late
¥r. Doyle Candy, daceuaé. Purchase price
wans $5,650,00, down payment was stipulated
at 8650,00 and the balance was to be paid
at the rate of $75.00 monthly at 6% ingersst
until paid in full.  Three yoars snd 13 days
later on March 16, 1952, this morsgats was
paid in full, an unusugl evant 4in the case
of morigage loans whera people of the zubjevt's
A race 86 concerned, Proof of this transaction
. mky be found on page 423, book 11}, Chantery
Clerk'a office, Forrvest County, Kississippi.

On or ebout the momth of June, 1954, Clyds Kennard,
and his wother, Leonia Smith, wortgaged the following
property, tow-wit:

¥} of NE % of SWi, sec. 20, Tier 5, ¥ Range,
13, ¥ Forrest County and 5§ of SWi of SEE
section 18, township 5, N Ranpe 13W dnd 3

of Néd of NE % and SU2 of NEL S 19 township

5 N, Bange 137 Forreat County, lass and except
a8 parcel of land sold vo Jeorge Ann lee,

dead dated Junuary 18, 194%, book 109, page 495,

mchan:eri Clerk;;f offive, Fbrri aatthﬂounﬁhy,
ssissippi. o mortgAge is a 8t mortgage
held by & Savings and loan for $3,120.80.
Payments at” the start of the loah were £50.00
month but they they were raduced to 335.00
on Juns 15, 1955, This amount 48 seriocusly
delinguent since November 1955, If the subjsct

fails to meet this obligation, 1t . &s reasonable
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to assums that the 58id Savings and loan will forsclose,

On or about September 8, 1955, a second mortgage
was sssumad by 4 local Motor Company against the above
described property owned by subject and his mother
for $563,00 for peymant on a 1951 GIC 3/4 ton piokup
wruck, Proof of this second mortgage may bhe found in
book 171, page 586 Chancery Clerk's office, County of-
Forrast Stave of bississippi, Paymonts were to be
$34,.50 per month, It im not rovealad how subject has
been paying thid. Ianvestigator noted the adove
mentioned mortgage loans were signed in g very nice
handwriting. : ‘

On or about the month of June 1955 subject
purchased the following from a local geanersal merchandise

coxpanys :

1 push mower; 4 power mowers, 1 wheelbarrow and

a nymerons assortment of gardening tools ostenaibly

to conduct a gardening service. The total purchase
sce of thiw eguipment was $5443.84 payadle at

3’7:..00 per month. This account has & present

balance of $217.00 since October 1955, and

unlegs full setilement is forthooming the

wmarchandise will be repossessed, The firm

‘gtates that they would not ssll again to this

man undar any circumstances on cradit agiin.

Subject has no yecord of being arrested or convicted
of any crizme in the city of Hattlesburg or in the county
of Forrest.

Additional inforwmation in the filea of the Credilt
Bursau under date of Avgust 13, 1958, reflect that
Z2yde Kennsrd, single man, negro, Ags approximately
28, occupation, farmer, had come into some money this
past year from the Ba)e of land to the Jtate Righway
Department for & highway. A check of tha Chancery
Clerk's office Forrest County, Mississippi, under date
of Daceuber 2, 198, by Mr, 3am Ress of ths Credit Buresn

15
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ref)acts that on Juna 5, 1958, the Highway Departument
had paid $11,500,00 to Ulyde Kenmard end his mother,
lsonla Spith, M the same date additiong) payment of
$2300,00 was shown to both Kennapd snd his mother, Leonia
Srith by the Sesate Wighway Department.

The records of the Credit Bursau also reflect thay
In F9ly 1658 Clyde Kenvard had paid cash for a 1958 station
wazon, On September 10, 1958, the Astna Finance Company,
Hattiasburg, Vissiseippi, had loaned Kennard $650,00.

The rocords of the Orediv Bureau reflect that in
the hagb 5 yeary fonnird has had & good credit pating
indigasing that ho had heon coming into some money. rFrior
to the past threo yaare his cradit pating had begn very
unsatisfentery. Ihdforzation from the Cradit RBureaufs file
retlacts thit the subdbjest’s mother, leonta Srith, has
apparently nevar married the wan she isg living wit.h as there
is no rooord of any sarelans license being isgued to either
pubjoctta father or moiher ia Forpast County.

. ¥, 7. B, Fatheree, Jtats Director, Farm Home loan
idminletration, Jackson, Mississippi, advised om Decovder 5,
1958, thet his records peflect that one Clydde Rennapd,Route
1, Hattieobury, Missmiseippi, had sold 10.76 ecres to the
State Highway Dopartrment for §11,877.00. Kennard had applied
43,500,00 of this on Atcounts due the Farmers Home .
Administretions Mr. Patheres stated that his Department had
not released the acresge Irem the terme of thair mortgege.

An examinasion of ths Porrest County Changary Clerkts
regords &t Hattieaburg, Miseisaippl, by the writer on Decouber
9, 1958, disclosed that in Book 201, Page 460, there was &
‘nrranty Dead 4o the State Bighwey Cormisaion by Leonis
Smith and Clyde Kennard, deated June 5, 1958, For this it
was showr they wire paid $135,00, Pege 462, the suus dook,
voflects leonia Smith &nd Clyde Tennard paid $991.00 by the
State Highway Comnission on g Varransy Deed, Pags 46k refleocts
that Teonis Smith ad Clyde Kennard paid $659.00 on &
Varranty Deed by the State Righway Commizaion. FPage L70
same book, reflects that on Mune 5, 1958, Leéonis Smith and
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Clyde Kenmard were paid {11,092.00 by the State Highway
Commisaion on & Varranty Deed, IMurther examination of
the Chancery Clerk's records at Huttiesburg, Misslarippi,
disclosed a Chascel Dead of Truat from Clyde Rennard, '
Bpute ), Box 70,Hattiesburg, recordsd September 10, 1358,
in faver of the Aetnm Finance Company, 206 W, Front.St,,
Hatsieaburg, for a lomm of 2650,00 made Segtamber 5, 1958,
Paysbls in eleven monthly installments of 354,00 per month
with the exception of the firet menth. when & pasmens of
§56400 wae due., This Dged of Trust was secured by a 1958
liercury Stetion Yagon, Noter Nusber 3 508776-774-3 2133,
Serdal No. ¥ 827509778,

The Chencery Clork's records furthar reflect that
Clyds Zenuerd had recordnd his honcrable discharge frox the
Aray on Octover 13, 1952, This gave his Avmy Serial Muwber
as RA 44143612, It roflasted that he wae discharged Dotober
6, 1952 as a Sorgesnt In the Regular Army, le was describod
as bora June 12, 1527 as Hatuleablug, Missiseippl, Wale,
ifg.igm. Black hair, browa ayas, height 67 inches, weight

Pmmdtl- -

The Chancary Clerkts records furtsher reflected that
in 1945 Clyde Smith, ags 16, war attending t'w Bay Springs
Consolidated School, Hattlasbiurg, Missigelppi, I 1545
records yaflest thie susw individual as Clyds Kinnawnd, age
17, borm Pebruwary, paronts’ hame given aga JFnith, -

Records of the Circuit Clerk, Hattiesburg, Miseissippl,
disclosed book 5, page 158, rarriage of Will Xenasxrd to leona
Fairly, Poroeat 5ov.nt.~r, Missiselppl, n April 22, 1915 by
fevarend B, M. lindsay, This mamriage carbificate waz £iled
for record Hay 21, 1915,

A search of the records of the Circuit Clerk failed
to disclose any record of the marriage of lsona Fairly or
loona Kennard of Laura Fairly or Liura Kennard to Silams
L. Smith,

A search of the records of the Police Department at
Hattiesburg, Missiesippl, on Decasdber 2, 1558, failed to
rafiect any record on Clyde Kennapd,

4 pearch of the Sheriff*s office on Dacember 2, 1958

17
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at Hattiesburg, Mlsglesippl, failed to find any record
of Clyde Fennard, - o

Thers wag no arresy rgeord on f£ile of Xennard at the
Jsate Bureau of Identification, Mlesissippl Safety Patrol,
Jackson, Missisalippis e .

A search of the records of the Foderal Bureau of
Investigation, Uashington, De Co, by the Miasicsippl Highway -
Patrol Ydentification Officer, Director Sam Ivy , Pailed
to disclcge any record of Kennard with the FRI .riminal
file, Washington, D, €.

As previcusly noted in this report, the records of
confidential informant T.l refleet that élyde Kennard was

eriployed in 1952 at a salary of 325.00 per wesk by Mr. Dave

Ay Mavison, 420, 9, R21st Avenue, Hastiesburg, Kissiesippi.

Upen interview on December 10, i958 with Mr. Dave i,

¥atison, & partner in thu Firm, Fine Brothers ~ Matison Com-

pany, the largest dJdepartment atore in Hattlesburg, Muasissippi,
informed the writer that apbroximately the year 1952 Clyda -
Kennard had come to him stating that ho wanted to go to school

a2t the University of Chicago and neaded t0 earn soms money,
Kennard asked Me, Matispn for & job. Mr, Matison sald that

he was sympathetic to Kennardts desire for further education

and alsthough he did not exaatly nesed him, he hired him for
approximately four months? work around his homa, MM, Matlaon

sald that he found Xennard to be highly intelligent and .
most officlent, He said that Xennard was very polise and -
did not push himself &t all; that Metison'e entire family

vecand very fond of Kennard, i, Matlson oaid that Kemnmrd

went to the University of Chicage for Several) yoars and then
returned to Hattissburg; that since that time Hatlison has

had him work on several jobs and was highly pleansed with the
results, MNr, Matison stated that he planned to 4 a8

very sxpensive home in the suburbs of Hattlesburg and that

after doing this ha is going to offer Kennard the Job of
caretaker, & full time job at his home. Hr, Matison stated
that Kennard has & poultry fara and frequéntly Matison's wifle
takes theiy children cut to this farm where they enjoy very

18
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much sezing the horaes, cows and chickens and: nlaying

arcund the plase, .M, Matison suates that he has never
heard Konnard mention tha NAACP; that Kennard has spoka

of the unjust manrer in which the South treats the negross
ahd that hs is ungdle to understand why thay cannot get

Tair and squal treatment, o says that Xennars 1s very
indszpandent and wontt ba driven by anyone. e, Matiaon

stys he dogs not undoretiand why Hsnnard remsing in
Hisgissippk unless he just han a mizelomary zeal to try

and change things. M, Istizon wtates thes he doss not
think Kennavre will be able to enter Masissippl Southern

érd he fs morg or less letting himself in for a hard time

and will eréste tansion and unrdst in that locality,

Matison sald he would ke glad to ek to Konnard but he

did not think it would do any geod; that Kenngrd would
listen o & wonber of his own roce more resdily than he would
t0 & white pargor, Helguggented that possibly the megro
professars, Burger aud HOy who are principels of negro .
gchools in Hattiowburg might Ye adble to talk to Kemnard to
got him to withdraw his ¥pplioavion for admission to Mississippl
Southern. It was apparony that M. Dave 4, Matison, a morber
of the Jewish Faish, i¢ vary syupathetic toward IKanbard but as
& practical and realiatic person ha felt that Eemnard had no
chanace of getting into Missisepippt Southerm at this time and
undoudtedly was doing move harti to himsels and o his race
than good in hia present sndeavor,

The racords of confidential informant T-1 as noted
previctaly in this report, disclome that Kennard was employed
from 1942 to 1945 a3 & clerk. typlse, for the Mitual Ingurance
Company, Chicago, Illinois. ZEfforts are presently being made
"to check this informgtion at Chicapo as well as to eonduct
additional investipgation in that eity relative to Kennapdts
activity when he Wy living there.

Mr, Edward P. Arnolg who ie & partner ia the A &L R -
Foed M1l on Yorvh Miln Strees, Umttiesburg, Mississippl,
advised on Descemver 9, 1958, that Kernard had 3 fam in the
Batonville community aboud é miles northeast of
Aattiogburg., He. 4Lrnold furthor shated that Kemnard had
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. mpproximate)y & year ago purchased 3,000 chickens and
set, up & poultry farms Pravious to that time he had
basn ferming a 1ittle ocotton,” Mr, Arnold advisad that
he had s6ld Kennard some poultry feed at various times,

Superintandent of Education, W. H. la&ne also ndviged
that Clyde Kennard had had a farm av Route 1, Hattiesburg -
for a numbar of yeara where he had farmed octton. However,
in the past year he had set up & poultry farm, He did not
know the extent of Kennard's operation,

Iv. EDNCATION

The offlcial transeript of the record of Clyde
Renpard from the Faystéeville Teachers Coilepe, Fayette
ville, North Carolina, dated October 24, 1958, whish s
in possession of the biractor of Admissions, Mimsiasippi
Seuthern Collega, Hattiesburg, Miseissippi, reflects that
Clyde Hennerd attsnded Bay Springs Consolidated High
School, lattiesburg, ﬁis:iaaipg& from 1943 to 1945 and
gredusted from the Mendell Fhillips High School, Chicage,
I1linois on June 26, 1950, after taking a Q.E.p) test,
This G.E.f), test was taken January 11, 1950, Clyde
Kennard has the {following high athool credits:

Engligh, 3 unite
Algebra 14 units

Flane Gaometry,l unit.

latin, 2 units

History, 1 unit

Genoral Sglence, 1 unit

Biology, 1 unit

Chemiatty, 1 unit

Commareind I1aw, 1 unit

Art & Music M4 -

Cym « ROTC, 2, making a totel of 14 units,

The records show that Fenmard was admittsd to the
Fayetteville State Teachers College on December 4, 1950 as

a apecial student while he was attending U.S. Aruy = Foro
Bragg, North Carolina. He did not graduate end withdrew

20

http://www.mdah.state.ms.us/arlib/contents/er/sovcom/reSult.php 4/11/2006



Sovereignty Commission Online Page 1 of 2

MDAH Archives & Librar

Normal Slze

" [__Change Image Zoom _| Currently displaying printer friendly

SCRID #1-27-0-6-21-1-1

from the scheol Harch 3, 1952, He took the following
aub;;ect.a #nd roceived the following credits and grades:

World G:agiaphy, 3 houreg credit, quality points 9,
grade
\'aszerndca:ﬂinnen, 3 hours credit, 9 quality points,
goads
V.3 'AH;?M' 3 howrs credis, 9 qnnluy points, grade
nusy
Urban Scoiology, 3 hours credit, 9 qunlit.y pointa,
grade A minus,
Engl&ahdcogposisian s 3 hours orodit, 6 quility po.'mts,
gradn ti,
Western cs.vilisatim. 3 howrs oredit, 9 quality points,
grads-A
S 8 Hiswry » 3 hours credis, & qualily puints,
arade Bs
SQci&ldPa{cholozy. 3 hours cx'edit., ¢ quality poim:a,
Erace Ae
U8, History, 3 hours emd:l'c, 6 quality points ’
grado B minus,
American Government, 3 hours credit, 6 quality points,
grade B minua,
Iuwm;tiﬁnal Relaticna, 3 hours credit, 9 qualizy points,
grude A,
mis rdkes & total of 33 hours credit, and 87 quality
pointa

Investigation has alao disclcsed that Kennard attended
the University of Chicage, Chicago, Illinois. BEfforts are
at present being made to secura the resulte of his attendance
at this school tozsther with other investigation relatm :
to his acbivit.y whih in Chicago,

Ve HAAGE AGTIVITIES

The Hattlashury Amnrican under dase of Friday, Dscember
1958, carried & letter to the Editor which was signu
ciyae Kennard, RFD 1, City. Atbtached hersto 1s & copy of
the article appearing in the Hattiesburg Amsrican newspaper.
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Mr, By P. Arnold, a white man who 48 & partner

in the A & R Feed Nill, North Main Street, Rattissburg,
Hississippl, advizsed on Decewber 2, 1958 that he was
acquainted with Clyde Kennard as in the past he has sold
Konnard chicken fsed for his poultry. s advised that
Kennard his been seen frequently in the past with Rabbi
Bsrtinband of Hatvtiesburg., Arnald sasd that he heliaves
that Kennard has worked in the pant at Nabbi Martinband?s
church. { On March 12, 1957, Manning Johnaon, a negro
salf~» confessed coumunist party member testified beforg
.8 lmgislative @pnmittes at Baton Rouge, Lovialana to the
-effect that the Mississippi Council on Humsn Reldtions
was a transmisaion belt of communiet infiltration in the
South. Johnson named Rabbi Charles Martinband of
flattiesburg, Mlssissippi, as one of the Directors of this
organisation.) Arnold advised that Kennard wes running a
poultry farm which hg had had approsinitely one ysar. Prior
50 that time he was mowing yards in vhe city and doing a
listle ferming. Arncld further stated that it was rumored
around that Kennard was receiving wmoney from the NAACP.
He had nothing to back this ssitomout, he merely stated
that it was a subject of comant and ruswr in the
eoxpaindty. Arncld adviged that about August or Jepterder
1956 he hed purchased a farm which adjoined Clyde Kennardis
farm, Ghortly thereafter Kennard had come to sge Mr. Arnold
stating that the negroes had had a meoting and that he was
representing the negroes in the commumity, further that he
realised that Mr. Arnold was & business man fnd that he
was prepared to offer Mp, Arvfold & profic ¢n his farm, He
statod that the negroes in the commmity desired to purchase
the farm from Arneld since this was Bn &ll negro community,
they desired ¢o kesp it that way. Arnold eaid he told
Konnard thet he waa not Anterestad in selling his property,
Mr. Arnold advised that lately the negross in the Eatonville
sommunity were having & lot of fish frys and that he and
othere believad these ara only fronts for RAACP meatinga.
He said that {lyde Xennard sppesred to ba ong of the megro
lsaders in that comtunity. A4, Arnold advigsed that adbout
A yoar &go the negroes had ¢irculsted a petition for the

pose of having thelr children intgrrated in the white
Eatonville Bsheol, but that soms of the more lovel hedded
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negroes had gotten together and stopped this pstition
and it was never presented to the School Board. Arnold
8aid that he had vecontly heard that the NSproes wars
going to attempt to cdroulate such & patition again,

Ko, Robert L, Rewls, 2 white man who is a partner
in the A & R Feed M41l, Worth Main Streut, Hatviesburg,
Missisaippi, stated that he 1s foquainted with Clyde
Kennard who approximately one year ago purchased about
3,000 hens for his poudtry farm. He said that he had
ne evidence to the effect, but that Kennard was reputsd
t0 be a loadsr of the MAACP in Eatonvilie community.
He understosd that thesb-n:{groep ware having froquént
meetings &nd he hatd heard that Automobiles with out of state
licanse plates had beon sten &t somo of these westings, -
#r. Ravls stated that ha,in partnership with itr, Arnold,oun
the adjoining farm to Kennard?s which is in en all negre
settlement, He however, said that Mr. Arnold takes csre
of this farm and that he knew very little about Kennard of
his activities,

Wr. Sam Roos who is presently employed by Radioc Station
WFOR, Hattlesburg, but who was formerly in charge of the
Hattiesburg Crodit  Bureau, advisad that he hgd made the
Credit Bupreau investigation and report on Clyde Rannard
soms three yoars ago for Mlasissippl Southern College,
He stated that ho wes of ths opinion that Kennard had no
songe of responsibility in meeting his obligations, His
orodit wae bad At tho tims but has since that time inproved
conslderably, It was Regs*s opinion that Kenmard had
poasibly been receiving funda £rom the NAACP &nd had
posaibly been the so called payoff man for other negross in
the Datonville community. He had nothing to back this opinion
other than his belief. Raea dtated that e had xade a
therough investigation but had been unable to locate any
marriage license for Kennardrovother snd Silas L, Smith with
whom she was living at the ting, In his opinion, they were
living as cowmon law mite and wife. .

Mr, Max Gandy, a white man Vhio runs the Gandy Market
and Grocery Jtore in the Hagonville comsunisy, advised

on December 3, 1958, thav any information ke gave would
have to be strictly confidential as most of his trade is from
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negroes in the community and if they thought he was giving
out any Anformation his business would be ruined,

¥r, Gandy stated that Kemnardts father, Will Rennard,

had dicd sbont 27 years ago #End that Xennard's mother had
mprried Siloa Smith and that Smicth died approxtmetaly
tvo yéars ageos He sald that Kennard goes around with a
segro Zirl by the name of Bobbie Jean Yatts., However,
Roepnard iz rot married, He sadd that Kennard has a sister,
Dorothy, whe died récently in Califcrnis, He also has two
brothers, neither of whow reside in the Hattlesburg area.
Tt was hie opinion that thess brothers either live in
St. Louls or Chicagoe. »Mr. Gandy said that Kennard had
racaently come into 3ome nmoney Irom the State Highway
Department but that this money had bheen tded up by the
Farmers Home Administration, He mdvised that Xennard does
bis berking businexs wich the Civizany National Bank, and
that he hag caghed chscks that Kenrard has given to othexr
negroes in the gomrunity. Gandy stated that he wae sure
thers iz & NAACP Chapter in the -Batonville commmnity and
undoubtedly Clyde Xennard is one of ¢le leaders of the

- orgapizasion, HP saild that ths Branch met ha thought at
various houses, Ne named tha Tcllowing bagroes as leaders
in the orgénization:

Clyde Kannard,

Vernon Dahewsr,

George Kelley,

¥a jor Bowen,

Kermit Eaton,

Daraell) L. Eaton,

levl Simmons, '

Jazes Barney and wife, Lila Barney.

Gilbart Watta.

Zenneth Benrd and wife, Mrs. Kennoth Beard,
who 15 the sister of Vernon Dahmer,

¥, Gandy said that resently Lila Barnsy hed been in his store
buying up & mumber <f ~old cut meats, When hs asked her why
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she needed 8o wuch, she ssld that they wers fixing to

have & BNACP neeting at her hame &nd montioned that Clvde
Kennard, Vernon Dehwer, George Felley and others would

be pregent., Meo Gandy furthor statved thas he had vecantly
observed ¢ars from Illincis, or &% least ona car from
Illinois, in the communitys The car conteined white

veoaple and he thought they wave agitating the negroes

in the Zatonville community. He sald he had heard ' thav

the negroos ware preparing to cir-ulate & petition damanding
that their children attend the Eatonville whise schoo)
sinoe they had closed down the colored school and 1t was
NOW necessiTy to tranaport the volored ohildran some eleven
miles o Palmer Crossing for school and that snroute to this
place they passed sevaral white achools.

¥, He Ro MoPhadl 8 white man who runs a ceuntry

tore in the Ratonville cormunity, advised confidentially
that he had known Clyde Kennard for possibly five years
and that he 13 & gquies typs of individual and is a leader
among the negroes in the commanity, It was Nr. McPhail's
opinion, though he had nothi g with which to back if,that
the NAAGP is £inancing Kennard; he also ramed Gaorge Xelley,
Vernon Dahmer Rnd Kevmit Eaton @8 other negross in the
community who are intergsted in the NAACP, He recalled
the fact that Heverend R, ¥, Woullard, a negro preather
at Batonville, had physically thrown two or three of the
individuals out of hle church when they attempted to hold
& NAACP maeting there. Wr. Molhail zgic thet.uhe kdew ol nc
petivion of any plans for eirculatzg.n{ a petivion on the part
of the negroes to entar the Eatonville white scheol, although
he know thét the nagroos in the conmunlty were guite upsat
whoen their colored ashool was closeds My’ MoPhail zal: “xat ke
had not observed pny foreigh cars or cars with foreign license
plates in the commmity. -

Superintondent of Education W. i lane, advised that
there was no nagio eshool at the Batonville community this
year as the game had hoan closed and consolidated with the
school at Palmerts Crossing about 11 miles away. This
nacessitated transporting the thildren to this negro school.
Hs stated that there ware oshly about 125 negro shildren
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attending school in Zatonville and thet was not sufficient
to maintain a school dn thet locality., Mr, Iane sasd that
Clyde Kennard wns one of ths Jsnderc of the negroes in
Eatonville and hs was of the opiniz- thet thore was &
NAAC? Chapter In that place, He A)so stated that Oecrge
Rolley 421 Vernon Debwer weve leadere of the nagross in
thet community. e had no {nformavion to the effect that
any potition vas balog cirouwlated for the purpose of
hoving she negro children sttend the white sehoc) at
Eatonville., IHéwever, Kervard had vecently told Wr. lane
that he 2aw no rosabn vhy the ‘children in that community
had %o be transported elaever vilos when thore was & school
out there shat thay could attend, having reference to

the white wehtol., M. Léme sald that Clyde Kennard had
formerly been a mamber of the Board of Trustees of the
Bay Springs Consolidated 36hool which was the negro school
at Datonville. Howover, whon tho school was congolidated
at Palmerts Crossing, Kenaerd was let off of the Board of
Trustess. Mr, lape expressad the opinion that the Laton-
ville negross would be the potent’al source of any tyouble
.dn the county, and this would unde-btedly be the flrst placs
Nhene any assempt wonld be ru:de on the part of the regroes
te integrate the schools.

On December- 10, 195€, Y conducted dnterviews with
Revs H, €. Clark, & nogro preacher, 710 Menphis Stroet,
Ar¢hle Rogers, a negro, ugei§, Hewphis Street, Harold
Pollard, e negro, 709 Moblle 3treet. 411 of these hegroes
attend the Mt, Carswel Bsptist Church and had eoKg tb the
sherdff? complaining thot their "predcher had thriown them
out of the churéi, They claimed thet the premchar, Rev.
James C, Chandler, was attempting to organize a HAXGP Chapter .
in the church. I quésticnsd them with reference to thair
knowledge of Clyde Xennard, however, they atated that they
did not know Kermard Personslly, althdugh they had read
the letiar he :had written to ths newsptper. They claimed
they hed no information about a NAASP Chapter at Eatonville,

On Decechar 10, 1958, I interviewad Fev. R. ¥, Woullard
who ia pastor of a church at Hattiesburg as well as negro

church &t Batonville. Rev, Woullard elso runs & Muneral
Home on New Orleans Strect, Hattiesburg, Mississippi,

- R?
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Rev, Woullard was recommended to the writer by Sheriff

Pord Vance, Hattiesburg, snd Chief of Police Combds,
Hattieaburg, both of whom advised that he had cooparated
vith them in the past end slso that he had prevented

& NAACP Chapter from being organised in his church at
Eatonville which had resnlted in a £ight on the of
Beveral memberx of the congregation and Rev, Woullard,

As & result of this gituation, s number of the negross
referred to Rev, Woullard as “Unole Tom™, Rav. R, W.
Woullard’s telephons number is Juniper 3-1761, (office).
His home telephons mumber is Juniper 3-3758. He advised
that he had been & preacher at Battiesburg for over 38
yoara, Hs also referred to the fight which he had with
sagoral menbars of his congregation at Estonvills in
preventing them from holding NAACF meetings in his ehurch.
Fe referred to the negro lsaders in the Batonville
eommunity as Olyde Xennard, Vernon Dahmar, George Kelley,
¥ajor Bowatip; he says there is & NAACP Chapter at Fatonville,
though he has no way of proving it.

¥ith reference to Clyde Xennard, Rev. Woullard says
he 1s & woll educated negro #nd inteliigent, and had been
up North to school for a number of years. ﬁth refersnse
to the letter in the Hattiesburg American  sigmed by
Kenuayd, Rev. Woullard asid that in his opinion, Xemmard
did not actually write that letter but he believes that the
CP prepared it for him, Rev. Woullard advised that he
did not know Kennardfs father but that his mother was a
good wopan, BRev. Woullard expreased the gfxnion that the
Eatonville commnity was a potential trouble spot and that
Ay attompt to integrats the schools on the part of the
negroes would arise in that compunity. Rev, Woullard also
atated that the Negro Ministerial Improvemens Asgocildtion
. 4n Hatslewbung was jJust a front for the NAACP and that the
\ BAACP gpoke through the Ministerisl Association. Rev,
- _Woullard aaid he would be gled to coopsrate any way he
¢puld in assertaining the activities of the NMAACP as he
ha# fought them svar since they had attempted to orglinise

14 Hattissburg. He says that &8s & result they have attempted ‘

6 ruin his business, eapscially, his inguranze business

which he roms in connsotion with his Puneral Home. Ha slso
sxprassod the cpinion that Kennard s _;pig{gg do more hara
sthan goed by stirvring up strife and &dagention in filing an

L
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application to enter & white college, Misailssippi Southern
College, Rey, Woullard said he would he glad to Jead wp

& committee of negross to go to visit Kemnard snd atvempt

to tealk to him and persuade him against £{ling an appiication
to enter Mississippl Southerns It was his belief that they
would be able to falk Kennard out of such an &ttempt 4f

he 18 g:lng to make the attempt on his own. Of courss, if

he is béing backed by the NAACP that might present sanobher
gonplication,

) Professor As B. 8, Todd, negro Principal of the Falwerts
Croseing School, stated that in his opinion Clyde Kennard

is a radical individual. Todd said thet he 'did not know of
any RAACP Chapter opérating in Hittiesdurg and he wae sure .
there was none at Falmerts Croseing, ALl of the negroes in
that looality aeen to be satlsfied with their new school,

He did state that thery was some dissatisfaction mround
Fatonville bacauss of the eleven miles their children had to
bs transported to the Palmer's Orossing schocl. However,
there was only about 125 students at Eatomvills which was
not sufficient to support a sepirate school, Todd was of
the opinicn that thess dissexters at Eatonvills would not
caubs &ny trouble howsver, He said that he had knowwRennard
for only sbout thrse yeurs and that he:ins not mmrried.
However, he recently atténded a PTA wmesting st Palm rte
Crosasing and got up and attempled to sk soms questions

and make & spsech, Professor Todd #l37chat he put Xennard
in his place in & nice way. He sald; he Dvd nayer heard
anything againat Kennard!s characte.affl that he ssemed to
be an intelligent individual, EAEE '

Profesaor Todd sald that in his opindon Kennard would
do more to stir up dilssatisfaction, ill will and tension
in the community by filing an application to enter Miasissippi
Southern College. He said that he would be glad to serve
on the committes to go to ssa Kennard in an attempt to talk
him out of f£iling the application.

Mrs, Buth Bates, English Teacher at the negro school
at Palmerts Crossing, advised that she lives in the Eaton.
ville community and h&as known Hennard all of his life. She
eaid that he tries to ba differant and seems o taks the
opposite side of sverything. She said that he has caused
dissension in the church as well &8 the school. Mra, Bates
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-aaid that she has taught at the Bay Springs Consolidatad
Saheool when Kennard had attended i€, She knew of
abrolutaly nothing sgainst hie character, She said he

wAs A highly intelligent individval and just seems to thinmk
different from the others in the comwmnity, B&hs staved
that in her opinion Kennard was not a leader among the
negroea and that there wore only two or three who would

go along with him. She denied knowing of any NAACP
activities in Batonvills and clsimed that ghe knew the
people in that community well and she was certain they
would cause o trouble. She atated that there wers only

8 few disaenters such as Clyde Kemnard, George Kelley and
Yajor Bowan, In connaction with my teik with Frs.Hates,
she brought up the fsct that they greatly neaded a Negro
Junior Colloge to serve the aurveunding arei. Ehe oxpre ssed
the opinion that thes negroes would be well satisfied if

the State would give them a Junior Collesge. She further
said that they did not want o integrase with the whites
&5 long as they wer¢ able to get equal fecilitiea.

Agent interviewsd N. R.Burgsr, a negro Principal

of Royal Strast School, Telephone Jumipsr 4-5763 on
Decamber 11, 1958. Burger said he is wdl acquainted
with Clyde Kennard whom he desgribed as invelligent,
wall educated, and a desp thinker. He said that he does
not know whether Ketnard is a mamber of the MAACP ov
whethet* there 1a any NAACP Chapter at Eatonville, He
further said that he did not know whsther Kennard had the
suppert of the NAACP in his astempts to enter Mississippi
Scuthern, Hs had read Kennardis lotter to the nowspaper,
It was Burgerts opinicn that Kensard might be firvat
attompiing to get things started by filing an application
to enter Missiscippi Southern with the hope that tha NAACP
would then come around and lend him support. Burger expresssd
the -opinion that nothing but 11) will, dissension and
strife would result in Kennardfs atvempt to zet into
Hississippl 3outhern. He said that he would like %o see
Kernard withdrew his ﬁp}.icn:lon for entrance into this
achoolj that he is willing to work with a committes of

" negross vo try to get him to withdraw this appliication. He

- gtated howdvar, that he would like to talk to Professor
Al Johmson, Negro Head of Prentiss Instituté #nd with the
Nagro Haed of Alcorn College whose name is Boyd. Burger
stated that he is for segregation and does not wadTthe nogroas
ingegrated in the white schools. In this conneclicn, however,
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he brought up the fact that the negroes in and around
Hattiesburg badly needed a Junior Collepe and that %o
secure such & school would ge & long way toward satislying
ths negroes in that area, '

Cs Bo Roy, Hegro Primciral of the W. H. Jonag School,
intorviowsd on Degember 11, 1958, expressed the opinion
shat he was for segregation and ﬁelieved that the majority
of the negroes in the cormunity were satisfied with the
pew schools which had been buiit for them. He exprmased
Appraeclation for thess schovla, He atated that he does
fio% perdonklly kuow Clyde Kennard but he helieves that
Kennard¥s efforts to anter Miasissippi Southern College
will only result in strife and 111 will and will orgats
tenglon in tho commmdty, He agreed to serve on & committen
of negroes to visit Kenngrd and stteupt to talk him oug of
£iling such an.application, Roy aald he knew of no NAACP
Chapter in Hattiesbury or Extonville. He, along with the
negro professors Burger and Todd, atated that they atteupted
50 sbedr & course down the middle. In other words, they
did not want to get mixed up with tha NAACP nor aid they
want to be regarded &z traitors to their own race, and held
up a8 subjects of scorn and ridicule. A1l of these negro

- educators atated that they believed they would be abls to
talk Kefinird cut of f£iling his application at Mlssiasippi
Southern provided he was not being backsd by the RAACP, If
that was the cese,they 4ll stated that certain complications
would &rige and vhey did not know vhether they would be
abla to get the desired resultvs from Kennard, -

Mre G» W Sulliven, Hattiesburg City Atsorney, advised
on Decerber 11, 1953, that his maid had %0)d him that gore
outide whive pecple had been in the commnity stirring up
the negrces snd were promoting Kennard's attompts So get into
Missisaippi Sputhern. Sullivan had no further information
on this &nd said that he would attempt to £ind out further
from his maid ragarding this matter and would advise the
writer. ’

Mr. Dudley Connar, Attorney at Hattieaburg, Misaiseippi,
sdviged on Devember 10, 1958, that Milton Barnes was head

of tha NAACP in Hattieaburg, Other leaders of thia organization
in Havtlesburg are Nathan Bourne, and Rev. Y, D. Ridgeway,
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¥r. Dudley Conner, Attorney, Hattiesburg, Mlssissippi,
who was formerly head of the Citimens Council at !iattiasggrg
- was interviewad on December 10, 1958, My, Conner said that
he did not know Kennard nersonslly but he had reed the lettenr
that Kemnard wrote the Editor of the Hattdeaburg American,
He steted that he is well acquainted with the negrcas in the
datonville commmity who are potential trouble mskers.

Aa & mmtter of background, s Conner sald that ay
the time of the Civil War some of the white ranegades whe
did not go awey to war lived around Eatonville and that they
had both white and ¢olored children, 3s & result, the
compunity arcund Fatonville is made of nagroes who Are almost
white or have & conaiderable smount of white blcoed In them,
He gtated that some of the nagrues could woll pass for white
mans As a resuly, a number of these nagroos have atbempted
t0 cross the color lina. He particularly named the sister
of Verngn Dghmer who Mr. Conner said had gone to Chicago
Illinoda, and marvied u white doctor, HRescently che wus Pack
in Hattieshurg with a big black nezro chauffer drivisg her
around in a Cadillac., He sald he thought she merely came
back to ghow her Fequsintances in and around Hattiesburg
that she had ercssed the color line, Mr. Conner gald that
ong of the most dengercus negroes in the Hatonville coemunity
is Vernon Dehmer whose father, George Dahmer, now dacossed,

. had onge told ¥, Conner that Vernon Dahmer hated all white
man because ha could not cross the color line, although he
is almoat white, Bis father sald that he upuis!.. nevay acscapt
the h:nct that he 13 & negrc and some day he will undoubtedly
be hanged,-

Conner states that sevaral years ago he broks
an attempt to organize SANAACP Chapter in the EZstonville
conmmity and had personally gone out and crdered & negro
frow Brooklyn, N. Y« to leave the county and never return,
He found out this negrp waz sgitating and causing trouble
in the Eatonville community, Conner further stated that il
"the State Sovereisnty Commission wanted Kennard out of the
commnity and cut of the State Just to Jet hlm know and he
would see that this was taken care of, He claimed that no
wviodsnce and no publiei’y would take place. He indicated
that it would be handlied by bringing economic proasure
on the nagroes,
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V. INVESTIGATION - GHIGAGO, IRLLINOIS

Nr, Kline Veatherford, a former agent of the FBX,
has conducted the following faveatigation at Chicago,
Illinois, and transmitted the same to the Jtate Sovereignty
Commission under date of Decesber 12, 1958:

The Chicago Police Department has no regcord of
Clyds Kenrard or Clyde Kinnard, wither in the criminal or
avbversive file. The subversive f1le ie & vather extensive
ons, including all of the known &ind suspected persons
possssging subversive activitien.

The Retail Ferchante Cradiv Buresu of Chigago has
no 1n§§mtion identifigble with Clyde Kennard or Clyde
Kinnard, ;

From the University of Chicsgo, it was legrned that
Kennard atténded the Univeraity fram February 1953 to Jane
1955, The records indicate that he attended the Bay Springe
Vocational High School, Hattiesburg, Idsais 1 end that -
ho graduated from Mendall Puilldips High School, Chicago,
Illincis, in 1950, These records further disclose that
Kennard attanded Fayettevills State Teachsra Rollege,
Fayettevills, North Carolina from 1950 to 1952, Those
records further indicste that he wms in the United States
Aruy from Ssptember 1945 to October 6, 1952,

Kennardis gradep ware below average at the Umiversity
of Chicago and he wag required to take soms examinations
overs Recently & letter was received from XKennard by the
Universgity of Chicago raqussting permission to return to the
University and take & courss in Foreigh Relatfons. Prior to
returning, Kennard would Ve requirad by the University to
take soms examinations again, The racords reveal nothing
in the way of disciplinary sction mgainst Kennavd, nor wag
there any subversive activity attributed ¢¢ him. The racords
do disg)ose that while in High Sohool 'in Hattiasburg, Kennard
wasia momber of the Gorman Youth Club and ‘of Young Prozressiva
Civimens,
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As has been noted in this report, I contacted Rev.
R, W, Woullard, & negro preacher, and the Zollowing
negro Principals of new High Schools and Elemsntary
Sghools in the Hattiesburg area on December Sth and 10th
1958: N. R. Burger, Principal of Royal Street School

C. E. Roy, Principal of W, Wi Jones thaox‘-;ys.s,%'éa,
Principal of the nagro school &t Palmerts Crossing. Yo
was suggésted to these individuals that since they were
leadar's of thsir race in the community and since they
were in favor of malntaining segregatsd schools, that

it might serve a useful purposs if they would constitute
themselvas as a committes to gall on Clyde Kennard and

" pursunde hin that it wag for the best intarsst of all

oonggrned that he withdraw and desist frop Z4iling an '
Ej{.uclticn for aduieslon to Mimsimaippl Bouthern Collsge.
of these negroes &zveed théd this wae a desirable
solution and they expreased confidence that they would be
able to handle the situation snd persusde Kennard to o
refriin from any further Sotion oF attatpt to enter

Mlasigsippd Southern Oollege, This cormittes has agreed €5~
- eontdct the writer st Wi early date and furnish the result

of their meeting with Xennavd, -

It 1s interesting to note, however, that all three of
the negro sducators when interviewsd on separate occasions,
brought into the conversation tvheir nesd for & Negro Junior
College in that ares, The infershce wis ines that
they wers attempting 40 bargain in & subtle manner, They
were waraly told that their desirs and need for & Junjor
College would be:chlled to the attention of the w.

On Dscember 16, 1958, Rev. R+ W. Woullard, Mattiesburg,
Misuisalppi, telaphoned adviaing that he felt ﬁo should
reaport the following matter to the writeri . :

He amid that he had contacted Professor A.B.S, Todd,

who had sald he would gat in touch with Professor N.R. B\a-fer
and C, B, Roy with referancs to having & meeting and deciding
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en the procedurs to take with refersnce to eontacting
Clyde Xennard, Woullard stated, however, vhat he does
not think he should be chaivman of they committes as o
Kennard is & close friend to Yernon Dahmer, Gaorge Xeliey,
- &nd Major Bowen, a1l of whom Revs Woullard had iisked
out of his church for attempting to organise a NAACP Branch,
Woullard said that he did not feeal he would have any influsnce
with Kennard, He felt that one of the Professors named
above should &ct as chairzan of the committes, Woullard aaid
z:;:t:. 1?. xﬂghbc glad to ce:nul ::d advise \dg the committes
ar y thought propar hé would aceompany them to ses
Kennard. Woullard -ﬁﬁ sdvised that on the previcus day,
December 15, 1958, The Hattieeburg Americsn earried an article
- to the effect that Clyds Kernard had raquested a confarence
with Dr. We D. McCain, President of Mississippi Southern.
The paper atited that Dr. MeCain had granted Xennard the
conferends :

Govarnor J. P, Colemsn telephonicslly contacted Dr,
_ ﬁ“ﬁ w;:g 3:0:-.::::5 to this ¢antrm;;d l;.:;! ¥elain advised
. t he ven Kennard & sont nd had attespted to
¢ parsusdy Kennard that he akonﬁim 8% some other school
in thy North to continus his edutition. However, Kennerd
had eaid that he did not want £p go to any other school other
than Miseisaippl Houthern, e

e N

On Decenber 16, 1958, J, K. Wuite, Prosident of Wanisalpps
Vocasionkl College, Itta ﬁor)t, Kiuhaippi. was interviewsd
in Jackson, Kississippi, He 8aid that on the previous day
he had gons to Hattissburg, Hi_niuipgi, at the request of

» R» Burger, Prinvipal of the Royal Strest School at Hattiesburg,
White, who is &lso a negro, had conferred with Burger with
referange to the Clyde Xenngrd cave, Burger told him that he
was working with a negro prascher ‘and two laymen fn an arfors
to arrive at & aclution which would nt tension between
the rdces At lattiesburg and in an effort to gev Clyde Kennard
to withdvlw and desist from filing sny spplication for sntiance
to Miswlemlppl Soushern Collage. White atated sigt Appreximaten
1y thras years before he had gone to Hattiasburg and talked
to Kenmard to get him to discontinue his offorts to get into
Miswissippl Southern. He had been sucsessful on that ocussion.

»‘.
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Whith descrdbed Kennard ae intelligent, well educated and
believed that he was sincere in his efforts to raise

the standard of the nagro race, ¥hite ssid he did not
know whether the NAACP was behind the efforus of Kenpard °
to get into Missiseippi Southern, However, he was of the
opinion that they were not behind Xemnard, In face, he
stated that Professor N, R. Durger had told him dnfinitaly
that the NAACP was rot behind Xennard nor was there anyons
alss backing him 4n his attempt to enter Mississippi Southern,
White stated that Burger had talked to Kennard and Kenhard
had assured him of thess facts, White staved that he was
working through Professor Burger and that no other menbers
of Burgerts committee knew that he wie interested in this
mitter #nd that his nams was not to be mentioned.at this
“time relative to the sime, ) . ’

White ntated thet Xennard had & great deal of respect

and admiration for Dr. MoCain, President of Mississippl
Scuthern. He said that Dy, Nollain had not attenptad to
push hin around but had talked ¢0 him and reasoned with hiw
a8 min to man, WMALe made the suggestion shat Dr, MACain
get Kenmard and brihg him te Jadkeon, Mississippi in his
-car to the office of Dry E: R, Jobe, Chiiruan of the Bosrd of
Trustoss of Higher lamrming and whife Eernard is there, Covernor
Coleman will drop 4in &% if by sccident at. the mesting, and
talk to Kennard, showing him thiat he ia- taking the wrong courss
and the i1l stensions and the Yike he wiil engender betwuen
the races should he continus his efforts to enter Missiesippi
Southerns also the fach that he would have on his shoulders
the responsibility of oausing powsibly Misslssippi Southern
College to clode and amikybs other educational imstitutions
by his sctions. White sxpressed the opinion that Kenmard

- ¥antad regognition and attention from those in authority mnd
he balieved that by receiving thia recognition and attention
through & conferenss with Dy, MoCain, Dr. Jobe and Covernor .
Coleman he wiuld be satisfied and would withdraw his
application to Miasined Southern, It might be pointed
out that White during his conversation, brought up the faet

- that the nepgroas in Hattiesburg were greatly degirous of
getting 2 negro Junior ﬁeihfi for that area. Undoujitsdly
this is W bargaining point which they would try to present
&t such a conferencs as outlined above,
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Professor White stated that Xmnnkrd was the one who issued
the statement o the praws at Hattiesbhurg xo the effeat that
he had requestad & conference with Dr. MaCaln and that Dr,
MeCain had agreed to give him an awdience. This further
indicates Xennard's desirs for attention and publicity,

. Govornor Coleman 4s awaré of White's proposs) and plan
for a ponfarente in Dr, Jobe's office with Clyde Kennard.
Governor Coleman $¥ giving consideration to this plan.

1ZADS AT FATTIESBURG, MISSYSSIPPY: i

Will milntadsn contact with ths negro sommittes who .
" are to centact Kermard in an #ffort to get him to withdraw
this application from Mississippl Southern College.

Will through the State Binking Department get access to
and exsming the dank aceount of Clyde Xennard at Oivimens
Naticnal Bank, Hattiesburg, Mlesissippi. An atteupt was zads
to exining this bank account during the period of this ine
vestigation, however, the President ¢f the bhank, Mr. Brett,
declined to exhibit this aacounu, stating that there was a
law which prohibited him from doiag s0. The records of this
account mhy reflect tha sourcs of scne of Kenaxsd?s money
and also to whoo he has LeeR phying tut mdney.,

e
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Page 2 HATTIESBURG AMERICAN  Felday, Doe, &, 1958
i
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chided from soclely ex thoungh

[Bs 1 I Giere ix one quality of Amer
feans which ‘would gey thom apart
from ahnost any other peoples,
it is the history of thefr struggle
lhrl’hutyandjwmunder the
aw, Linceln Bas rightly said that
"this naifon was conceived in Tih]
to Mopo-

thet all men are ereated
equal. Truly, the history of Amen
ica is inscparable fram the ideals
of John Locke, John Stanrt Mil
r%nd Jean Roussegu. ‘We held
these traths to be soff evident,
"IV Mr Declanation of Inde.

siatement is in spirit from the
e which says: Before 1 e my
dﬂdpbsﬂhﬁlwﬂba'ﬂe@n

achoo}
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{the

for me give awe liberty or give
mo death.” and the one which
saye, before I soe & Negro with
iherty I had rather see him
deed,
T find it indecd inleresting that
people who come closest o
the (hinking of Fascists asd Com-
inists in their activities should
sccuse the integrationists of that
very iog. Is it the segregation-
ists ar the infegrationisis wha are
omploying secryd Jnvestigators to
saarch the tocords and fo apply
mmmmzxy&.&dﬂ
opposing the prosent dictalership
of the minorily by the enajority?
Is 1t the segregationlsty o5 inte.
ationists who ste preaching the
dlhempequrdmc
m:ewer another? Is it the sepe
regationists or integeationists who
are dogmatically supprossing the
aspirations of tearly half the peo-
ple of this great state for thelr
| inatienable right to pacticipate m
; theit govérnment?
i “The segregutionists give ax their

“Tveason for act aliowiag Negroes

ty participaie move fully in the
general community activities that
ninety-five percent of iits Negroes
are not interested, which would
leave enly five petcest of the
Negroes in the stale who are in-
terashed, Now, sssuming that theie
statement {3 correct, and knowving
that no porsan nor group of people
in the United States has the right
to forbid even one single person
hiz constitutional rights, wtut ag.
‘oounts for thelr actions? Some de-
clare that the northern states can
permit integration because they
bave only B few Negroes, but the
South can’t do that becayse the

Soath has so many N-sxoel Wel,
wgmﬁng to their own estimates,
o}y five peseent of the )

in the South are intcm
participacing in the gernal com-
munity aclivities, and five per-
ceat of the Negroes in any com-
munity wonld certainly not m;gh
very heaviy in acy crificst i

swe.L5%0 1 we were to Axwume

ﬂial!hejrww.ldallvuiethelme

way. On the other hand,

'mwwofﬁeﬂwm

this State desives to participate
ty s fullest extent in the general
commmunity activibex and sre be-
ing lorbidden to do so either
through {emr or ignorance, then
the segrepationiste of this State
are guilty of gze of the ﬁnnmst
and probably the mast tragic dio
tatorekips yet recarded by histery.

pose, lor White people to mis

groes; thix is understendable. But
wo have no desire for revenge
in our hexrts. What we want is

en, given an opportunily fo com:
pele with you in the preat and
intwresting race of Kfe. We want
yoar friends to be our friends:
we want vour encmics to be our

ambitions 6 be our hopes and
ambitions, and your joys and sor

owa.

in our time? IT the segregationists

instead of preaching brotherly
love evdd conperation they are de-
claring the supariority of one vace
and the ‘nferiorily of the other.
Tnstead of Lrying 1o show people
how mach they are alike, they
are busy showing them haw much
thuy differ, Instead of appointing
& commissien i study ths preb-
el to determine whether inte-
geatian or segrepation is the best
pulity far Mississippi at this time,
they appeinied a commisson 0
try io maintain wgﬂaﬂtﬁm at all
cost whether it is the best poliey
ot nat the best palicy.
- In dds matter 7 like fo quete
from the great Indian leader, Ma.
katms Ganadhi, in Mis discourse
ont the existence of God. He says:
“In the midet of deotl, lile per-
sisty; in the midst of untruth,
truth persists; in the midst of
darkness light persista.”
So, It it be, in cur case.

SEP 25 1958
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X is an easy malter, 1 sup-|’
nmdmhnﬁlhnspmhouelm-'

mbemmadasmm&m:-,

wemies; wb want yout hopes and |

rows fo be our joys and #o5:

The big question scems b be, |
can we achieve this togetherness |7

have thair way we shalt not. For
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EXHIBIT H



JOHNNY LEE ROBERTS, INTRODUGED ON BEHALF OF THE STATE OF MISSIS-
SIPPI, AFTER HAVING BEEN FIRST DULY SWORN, TESTIFIED AS FOLLOWS:

DIRECT EXAMINATION
; §BY MR, FINCH:

Johnny Lee, I want you to speak loud---
- Yassuh.'
-;--where I can hear you way back here.

Yassuh,

(> = ]

. I want you to take your time, Have you ever been
1in Court ‘before?
s Nawsuh, i A
. What ig youi- name in- full?

Johnny‘Le‘e Roberta,
Q Johnnﬁ? Lee, were you sworn while ago by thé Clerk,

- o >

and asked i1f you swore to tel; the truth, the whole truth, and
nothing but the trut}f, so help you God? Did you take that oath
while ago? | '

- Yassuh,

You did.

Yassuh.

Q A1l right, You know what it means to tell the

- 0 >

truth, Johnny?

A Yassuh,

Q How old are you, Johnny?
.@ Nineteen,

Q. : I didntt hear that.

A mneteen,.'

Q Nineteen?

A Yassuh, ,

Q ~ When will you 'be twenty?

135, !
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all?
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Q

A
Q

A

| Yassuh.

1ife before?

AQ.
A

I¢t1ll be April the twenty-eighth,
April the twenty-eighth?

Yaasuh,

That will be of next year?
Yessuh.

Ie'thatvrigit1;

Nineteen sixty-one?

Yaassuh.

_Hdw much scheoling have you had, Johnny?

Not. none, ;

Not. none?
 Nawsuh. - :

In‘othgr words, you didn!t go to grammar school at

Nawsuh,

And where do yoﬁ live, Johnny?
121k;Seott.Straeb. '

Is that here in Hattiesburg?

~ Yassuh,

How long have you lived here in Forrest County?
ALl my lifes '

All your life?

Yassuh, _ .

Have you ever been convicted of anything, Johnny?

Do you understand what I mesn?!

" Yassuh. ,
Hqto you ever been convigcted of anything in your

Nawsuh,
Never before?
Nawsuh.

; 136,

gva




Q Now, Johnnye=-=

A Yassuh, :

_ Q@ You have pleiadeél guglty in thia Court, have you,
:@)umy, of that Apurglary of this c;-_op' down here?

- Y;;sauh; | "

And you are guilty, aren’t you?

Yassuh.

Now, do you know Clyde Kennard?

Yassuh, .

How long have you khm him?

About three or four. years,

Three or four y;eara? ,

Dat's right. |

Q Now, Johnny, before going any further, I want to'

> L& O O O

ask you this.

A Yaassuh,

Q  Has anyone, that is, any law officer, me, Mr.
|King, any of the people from the Sheriffts office, the éity po=-

fy or not te testify in this caa;a? :
A Nawsuh.
Q  Now, y@u said you have known Kennard three or
four years. i ‘ ' (
i
A Yassuh.
Q Is that pright?
A . Yassuh, o
Q ~ Have you ever been to his rlace north of Hattiese
burg up here, his farm, or home?
A Well, de onlyst one I knows is out dere in
Glendale, | ‘ '

Q  In Glendale?

A Yassuh, : : l

137,
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Q Had you been up there to that place prior to the
nanty-fiﬁ:h of ;’»apt.-a;mber of this year? Had you been up there
before? ; ' | ' i

A Well, I didn'ﬁ-git you there,

Q Had you ever been.up to Clyde Kennard'é place at
Glendale before you went up there in September, if you did?
i Do you understand? Have you ever visited ub there before?

A Well, yassuh, I havén't visited 'im, Just in-

quiring around. : _

Q A1l right, In other words, you know where it ig?
fassuhQ : : '

* You know how to get there?
Yaasuh, : -
Now, Jchnny, where de fou work now? %
Mack?s Triangle Service Station on Broadway Drive,
Is that Mr. MhNeaa§'a-k
Yagsuh. | ; |

| -=3inclair station there?

Yassuh,

O = O > O > O > O >

_ Before you went to work there, did you work for
the Coop? |
 Yassuh,
And is that Cog¢p place where you worked---
Yassuh, |
~==here in Hattiesburg,—e=
Yansuh, :
~=wForrest County, Mississippi?
Yassuh,
What did you do at the Coop? What was your job?
Well, loadin' trucks and haulin' feed. ‘
Loading trucks and hauling feed?

-0 > O > o > O = o >

Yassuh, o - §
138, | °
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[
How long had you worked for the Coop?

A 1:Lttlevbet.ter-'n four years,
A little better than four years.

> O > O

Yaasuh,

Q . And when did you leave the Coop? When you got
into some trouble?

A Yassuh,

1 Q A right. Do you recall an occasion, Johnny Lee.
;Mm you went into the Coop early one Sunday morning?

| ' Yassuh,

_ - Q Now, before that, ---before that, Johnny, had you
lseen and talked to Clyde Kennard?

| A Yassuh, !

Q Where were you when you first talked to him, be-
fore you went in that place, when you first talked to him?

A Well. at home,

Yassuh. -
And who was there at your house besides you?

Q At home., And thaﬁwaa' on Scott Street?

A Yassuh,

Q  Now, what time of the day or night was that?
A tround eight ofelock.

Q _ At night?

A Yasuh.

Q Was 1t &ark?'

A

Q

K

Wasn't nobody but me and my wife,
Q What part of the house were you in, &nd what part
" lwas your wife in? : |

A Well, w;yit. was, it wq;a me and him inith_e front
room, and she was in the kitchen. , A |

Q You say you and him was in the front room,---you
mean you and who? ‘ { i

139.
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. A Mr, Clyde Kemnard.

| | Q And who got there first? Were you there when he
came by, Johnny?

A Yaazmhq.1

Q What happened there, Jehnny Lee, when clyde Ken=~
nard came to your house? _

A Vell, he was asking me about gittin® some feed on
+ho side. ; o
| Q He was asking you about getting aome feed on the
{ade? |
Yassuh, for two and a half a sack.

What? '

For two and a half,

For t\;o dollars and a half a sack?

_Yas‘suh;

O > OH O >

Did you then know of any feed that sbid for two
and a half a aack? | |

A . Well, suh, they nolls it up dere for two and a-
half a sack, but it?s damaged feed. ‘

Q Damaged feed?

A Yassuh. ;

Q  But he asked you about getting it on the side?
A Yassuh, '

Q Now, ivhut did you respond to that? What answer
did you give him about getting some on the side?

A Well, I t.old him that I didn't know right then,
That 1 could see, 7

Q  That you could see? 1

A Yassuh. ‘

Q - Now, when was that, Johnny, with reference to

:when you went in the place? About how many days or weeks before?
| A . On Thursday, I think. He seen me one Thursday, f
140. |
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" ind then one Friday night on Mobfle when he seen me'agin.

and I won't have to do anything but shove it open,

|

l; - Q A1l right, When was the next time that you saw

Clyter
. A One Friday night,

'Q  Where were you then? »
A Hit was one Saturday night on Mobile when I was

-ﬁkin' groceriea.

i there?

' the bar?

Q When you say you was making groceries, nhaf do
you mean? Buying groceries? ‘ A
' | Dat's right, o
Where were you buying yo\;r grocerien? . o
At de Help-Yo-Sélf Store on Mobile, '

A1l right, and did you see Clyde Kennard down

A Yassuh, when I walked out on de outside .I seen 'id,

Q And what, if anything, did he say to you then?

A Well, .ho asked me *bout de feed, and I told 'inm
dat I could git it Sunday morning. ‘

Q  UWho suggested whet time you get it?.

A He asked me fbout de feed, an I said, hit'll be
Sunday morning. o 3

Q | And what, if anything, did he say to you about hmT
you would get it? '

A Well, tbout de door. Leavin' de door open.

Q  Now, what about that? ,

A He say, leave de door open where hit's fastened,

Q  Now, how was that deor fastened?

A Hit was fastened wid a bar across it, with two

nails behind it. | -

Q  Was that on the inside or outside where you put

11,
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Dat were on de inside.
Q  On the inside. Now, was there one door or two

A Two doors.
Q Two doors, And you say that he suggested that you

invo the bar off?
A Yaasuh.
Q And go in there when?

A Well, I went in dere one Sunday morning at twenty

et

ﬁu‘m to five.
' Q Did 61ydp Kannprd suggest to you a time whenyou
should bﬁng the feed to him?' L _
| A Well, he didn't suggest to me, I told him dat it

. would be Sunday morning.
Q  With reference to daylight?
A . Yasauh.
Q Before or after daylight? |
A Well, hit was befoe daylight, hit was Just breakint
dey. Hit was twenty minutes teo five. '- ,
Q  But did you and he discuss about whether you would

| coze before daylight or neot?

A Well, nawsuh,

Q Al)l right, Now, what time did you all ordinarily
close on Saturday? .
| A Twelve o!olo_l-‘,'kq | 7

Q And who generally shut those two back doors?

A Well, hit was the boss. Dey have a bosa over der
in de warehouse, Mr. Ollis Moore, -

- Q Mr. ¥ho? .
A Mr, 0l1is Moore, an he was supposed to check it,

but he didn't check dat one.
" ' Q@  He didn't check that one?.
152,
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A Nawsuh,

Q Now, this conversation you had with Kennard on a
- |ssturday nights was that the Saturday night immediately before
. [you went .1n on Sunday morning? '

A Dat*s right.

Huh? It was?

Yassuh, datts right.

All right. What time did you leave the Co~op that|

~

o > O

A Twelve o*clock. o _
. Q . Now, Johnny Lee, are you or not confused as to the

| } Saturday or Friday tha{t' you tnlk;d to Kennard? Waas it about a
:nd: before you went in on Sunday?
| A Yassuh, ftbout & week.
BY ATTORNEY YOUNG:

Object, Your Honor. He's '
leadihg 'the witnesa, |
BY T.HE- COURT3

Yes, I sustain as leading,
Q How long was 11-. befeore you went in the Co-op was
it that you talked to Kemnard the last time?
A De last time when I talked to 'im?

Q Yesn,
A Well, I talked to him dat Saturday night and I

vent in dere dat Sunday morning, at twenty minutes to five.

Q Now, Johnny, 1 don‘t want to confuse yeu, but
vhen did you leave the door unlocked? .

A Dat Saturday at dinner., See, we eclosed at twelve

' o'clock on Saturday eveninga.

'Q  Had you or not been told how to leave that dom5

.funlatched before you saw Kennard that J.ast time? I

- A I didn't git you. o
143,
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| Had you already been told by Kennard how to get

' thers about noon Satufday. Ie that right?

,-ihnding is where the door was you left unlatched, when you '
f;, were snpposed to close that Saturday at noon, who was back there?

: locked‘l Did you leave them unlocked?

~ Yassuh.

That Sunday morniﬁg? ‘

Yaasﬁh. ; )
All right. When did he tell you how to get in it7
Well, hq tole me cne Thuraday.

One Thursday. All right, now, you say you elosed

Yassuh,
Now, ‘who was in the back or whatever part of the '

Jes! me by myself,
Just you?

Yassuhe
Now, what did you do as to leaving the doors un-

Yaasuh. ,

Where did you leaive the bar?
Standin® up dere by the dzoor.
Standing up by the door?

All right., When did you go bagk to the Co~op?
Well, I didn't go back until twenty minutes *till

Yassuh, .
Who went back there with yon, if anyone?
Well, I was by myaelf.

By yourself? ' ; o
Yassuh, o

And did you have your car?

Yassuh, D
14k,



Q

A
Q

What kind of car waas it?

A fifty-six Mercury. A
Now, how do y_ou'get to the back part of that

peop building, Johnny?

ML’ o, i

Jof laying

> 0 > 0O > 0D > O > 0

» O > .0 > O

A

A

. About as far as from me to you?

Well, you goes up on a hill and you turna right,

sad then go on back down de hil), where we always parks the cars

shen we was working down there. .
'How close can you get your car to the back door?

tbout as far as ifrom me to you.

Yassuh., _
When you got down there with your car at about

twenty minutes until five, was it daylight or was it before day

-man you got there?

It was just breakint day.i

It was breaking d_ay?

Yassuh, '

All right., Did you go in the storehecuse?
Yassuh. ‘ |

How did you get in there?

I p\;&hed de doors open.

| Pushed the !'.wo: doors?

Yasauh, ‘ .
All right, when you got inside, ihat did you do?

Well, I got a buggy and I went and got five sacks

mash, and put on the buggy.

What kind of sacks were they?

White sacks. -

White sacks? : : g
Yassuh, o ' :
of 1ay1ng maahf

YTassuh, _ _
5.
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'Q  Now, were those damaged sacks or good sacks of

Well, they was good.
Good?

A
Q
A Yassuh,
Q You spoke:while ago ef having some damaged feed

nrc and a half, but this was good feed?
A Yasauh. -
Q  And you put how many sacks did you say on the -

——

A I put. six aaeka on de buggy, and I put the whole
faix sacks in the car.
Q Now, where in the car did you put the .t‘«setrlﬁé
ere in the car? i
A In de trunk.
Q In the ﬁrunk?
A Yassuh,
Q All rdight, and you say you loaded aix sacks in

the trunk?
A Yassuh, but I couldn't fasten uh_e 1id and I took

one sack out. |
Q How many sacks were you going to try to take in -

ithe load?
A Well, I was gonmi try to take tem,
Q Gonna try to take ten? |
A Yassuh.
Q Now, whaﬁ then: happened, just tell us now what

happened? You say you went in there and you loaded six sacks,

' Then what happened?
A Well, when I went in there I loaded six sacks on |

'de buggy, and I brought them to de door and I loaded fem in my |

7" car, and I went back and got five or aix more sacks, and I .
146, '
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them to the doorj and well, bhefore I put the six sacks

the car, just as I was puttin® it in, the night watchman
Mked around the corner. | N
_ Q Now, who was that? Did you know him?
.-, A Mr. Kitchens,
L Q Mr. Kitchens, The night watchman walked arcund
ijehe ccrmer. :
A Yassuh.

Did you see him?

What*d you do then?

Q

A Yassuh.
Q

A Well, I just:backed back, and I walked up in the

warshouse. ' .
o Did you hide? '

Yassuh, behind the deor.

All right. Then what happened?

A And, uh, he tock my tag number and left and went
straight across from my ¢ar to the hatching department;

Q Al)l right, o

A And I came out of the warehouse and got in.my

o = o

car, and pulled off, and went on up the road, and shut the trunk| -

1id down. .
Q What kind of car was that, by the way?
A Fifty-six Mercury. |
Q Fifty-aix Mercury? : P
A Yassuh,

Q - You were ablé then to gaet five sacks in the ﬁack

of {t all right?
A Yassuh.
And shut the lid down?

Q
A Yassuh.
Q  When you stopped tp shiut the 1id down, where did |

7.
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iu go then?
A Out to Clyde Kennardts place of business, the

ihlckm house,

Q And will you :I.denf.ify the place,~~~the person where

you took the feed? Do you aee him here in the courtroom?
A Yassuhi Mr, Clyde. -

Will you point to him?

(Here witness points to the defendant)

o = O

Is that _t'-.he person seated to the right of thoae

three over there?
Yassuh,

H In the dark eoat.?

Yassuh, ,

And the lighter colored trousers?

Yassuh.

Is that Clyde Kennard?

Yassuh.

You know him, don't you?

>0 > o > O > O >

Yassuh.
Q You drove then to his place and :l~n your best Judg-
ment, Johnny, about how long did it take you to get out there?
A 0Oh, about, I'd say five minutes.
Q When you got out to his p;;aee. what part of his
place did you go to? o
A  Well, I went to de chit.;;ken house,
'i'he chicken house?

Yaiouh. |

You knew ihe’re the chicken house was, didn't you?

Yassuh.

T O > O

Q  What did you do when you got to Clyde Kenndrd 's

| chicken house?

!

A Vell, I taken the five jsacks of feed oﬁt and put
148, o
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{t in his egg room department. . ,
: Q  Put it in his what? S
' Egg room department.
Egg rbom department.

Al) right, What did you do then?

A
Q
A Yassuh,
Q
A Well, when I got it in ehere. I left and cone by

his house,

Q Now. how fur :I.o it from where you left the, feed

‘,_——m

to where his house 15? |
| A Well, I would say *bout a mile or mile arid o half,

Q  Now, which one do you get to first when you go
cut there? His house firat, or do you go past his house to the .
ezg room or what? . .

A Well, you gits to his house first, but I didntt
fgo to his house first.
' Q In other words, you didntt stop at the house?
A Nawsuh,
Q Is that right?
A Yasauh, _ _
Q Let me ask you this, Jahnixy. Did that feed have
| some tickets on it or tags?
A . Yassuh, |

What kind of tags were they?
Yellow tags.

Yellow tags.
- Yassuh,

Does all that feed have tags on it?
Yassuh, . ,
Q  All right, then you unloaded the five sacks, apd |

= O > 0 > O

. you came back, you say, to Kennard?a nouse? Now, what did you

do? How did you get his attention? _ ' g
149, ’
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A
L\ hun taking my tag number, and I took and went and told him--

} - Q

- Q
.
Q

%’;:Q

jor he to give,

Y
Q
you?

O > O >

{veen taken?

A
Q
A
Q

his house, did
- A

- You told him what?

nd I had brought him five sacka of feed.

t did he give you the ten dollars?

’ Yaaauh.

Well, I knowed I had boen caught by the night

Told whe?
Mr. Clyde Kennard,

That the night watchman had took my tag number,

Did you receive lny money from Kennard?
Well, he give me ten dollars,
And for what did you get the ten dollara? For

On the feed.
On the feed?

Well, was that how much you had ag:-eed to take,
or did he owe you scme more?

Well, he owed me some more. :
And what did he say about the balance that he owed

Well, he didn't eay anything,

Did he say he would pay you later?

Nawsuh, |

All right. You told him that your tag number had

Yasauh,
Is that right?
Yassuh.
Now, let me ask you this, Johnny. When you got tT

you knock on the door or was he up or how did youer=

Up standing out in the yard? '

Yaasuh,
150,

216



Q Was he dressed? - / o _. |
B | Yassuh, and he had a pair or rubber boots bn. and |
| jer I told him, he sald that he would go and do away with the

M. | |

Q  After you told him that youtd brought him five
eks, he said that he'd go and do away with the feed?

A Yassuh/ | |

' And what did he tell you to do?

A Well, he told me to go out to my mother's and stay|-

-t

- e

at dere and carry my oar,
' Q  And carry your car?
A Uh huh,
Q Now, where 'doen your mother live?
A She lives tbout ten miles out of Hattiesburg on
" lighway Forty~Two. , |
B Q And for you to take yéuxf car and go out .there and :
stay? | ' |
A Yasauh.
. Q How long?
A A1l day. .
Q All days Well, did you have any cther converaatién

%th him then? |
A Well, nawsuh.

Q Al right. What did you do? Did you go out to |

frour mother?'s or what?
A Nawsuh. I came on back %o my house, and I parked

car and called a cab, and I went over to my brotherts, and a

lice department had done came to his house and woke him up outta
e_'b'ed, end they were 'hunting me 1n_nteadr of him. My tag number |

; registered in his nane, :and dat *s why they come to him.
Q  Uh huhs - ;

A And got him, . o

- 151, |
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Q

i d you?
A

Why didn*t you go out ¢

Well, I knew that I had

ina find me anyway.

Q

So when you want to you:

lice come there to get ydn?
Weu. they already had $een ‘there.

A

Q -

A

" Well, I left,

And then whet did you d
I wanted

S S—

)
3
1
}

your motherts like he

got caught and they was

X1
to see my wife, but she

as done left, gwine over homes, She st];ayed dere all night. “and
! left going back to my house, and Whe+ I got dere the polices

ms there.
Q

Q

And did they arrest you
Yassuh,
And did you or not then

the police the tiuth, and tell them

i A
Q

Yaasuh,

You never did deny it, did you? You told them th

truth about 1t?

A

_ Q
did you?
A

jury now?

D » OH > O

Yassuh,
Juat as you are telling

‘Dat's right. _ .

Is that right?
Yauuh.

And thenewse

_ , - The polices what picked
said, I wants the truth, said, nothint| |
'And you told them that,

Nothing but the truth.

there at your house?

t had happened?

1t now.

me up, he told me, he
but de truth,

Yassuh,

152,
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A Datts right. .
. Q Did you have anyone's permission or consent from
Ae Co-op to go in that place, Johnny. Lee, that Sunday morning?
A What you mean? With me or what?
Q No. I BRY, nobod‘y gave you pemiaaién to go in
* here, did they? | |
Nawsuh,

A
Q Except Kennard,

A Dat.?s all. , .

Q And d:ld you or not know that you were breaking in
}m p‘ace and atenling? You knew that, didn't'. you? o

A Yusuh. , ‘
A Q Johnny, did they have a regular nighé watchman
Ldm there? : . |
A Yassﬁh. they hed a r'egulnr night watchman,
Q Now, is the regular n; ght watchman the same. one
las tr. Kitchens?
A Nnmh- _
| Q 'I'hey are difrerent onel?
A | Yauuh,
Q How many n:l.ghta did tha regulay nighn m?hmqn
istay there? '
A Well, he worked Mondsy night up until Friday might
Q Mehdny thiough Friday. Now the ragulnr watchman
, T“ never thers, then, on Saturday night? '
A Nawsuh.

Q  You knew that, didn't you?
A Newsuh, I didn?t knew dat, bute--
Q | Why did you pick out Sunday morning eax-ly t.o go in?

Did Kennard suggest that time to you?
A Well, I thought maybe the night watghman wasnt*t |

i

around,
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Q That 's right, Everybody down there that did busi~

ms around the Co-op lmew that,.didn'tthey?

A Yassuh.

Q  You knew it,

A ‘ Yassuh.

Q The customers knew it?
A Yassuh.

Q And you felt like that would be the safest time to
o in and not get caught? . '

A - Yassuh,

Q _Johnny L-ée. has there anybody in connection with
sﬁia case, in any capacity,’ attdnptad to persuade you'to teatify |
Mything but the truth, on either side? If they have, teil us,

A Well, I didn't git you deve,

Q I want you to answer this, lHas there anyone,ew- .

Inyone,--;I don"tr care who,~~-attempted to persuade or asked you

to testify anything different than what you have testified here |

~ this morning? - 7
| A Well, uh, last Monday morning, today week, My,
Clyde Kennard, his lawyer, asked me,~~-he triocd to make me smay
that I didn't take the feed out there.
Q To where?
A To Clyde Kennard's place. | ‘
Q Where did that eon\feuation attempt to take plqoo4

A Right outside the door dere in the hall. We was

‘sittin? down cut there, and he was sittin! there by me.

Q Do you lthew that lawyer? Was it MroeesWas itewe
do you know who it was? | _

A I know 'im when I sees him, but furthermore, I

don't knows *im,

0
[

Q Had you seen him in the dourtroom here Mc;nday. or

Tuesday? i } . g



Dat's right,

Was it the white lawyer that appeared hera?
Yassuh,

For -cf!.yde Kennard Monday ﬁorning?

Dat'e right, |

.Was that the same one you're talking about?
Yassuh, |

The same one?

» 0 > 0 2 0 > £ >

- Yasauh, ‘
| BY MR, FINCH: )

,  That's all, right now, Johnny.
| They mey ask you some questions.

CROSS~EXAMINATION
3i ATTORNEY BRowmr_f l'
: - -
Q Now, you are. Johnnj' Léa }Roberts. Ia that correct?
Yes. o | |
BY THE COURT3
Stand back over yonder, if
you will, so.the jury can hear you,
Q ~ You are Johnny Lee Roberts. Is that correct? |
A Yassuh, | '
| Q blmd I boI!_.eve you teatifiaed that you live at 1214
Scott Street? '
A Yaasuh,
Q Yéu!ve lived there all your life, Is that right?
A Well, nawsuh. Ifse lived in Hattieabi:trg all ny
1ife, but I didn't live right dere all my life, ' I bfe:en stayin' .
dere a 11tt1e bettertn two years. E ' |
Q = Now, Johnny Lee, you testified that ycﬁu talked

with the defendant. Is that right?

155,
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Q

A

Q
A

Q

A
Q
‘A
Q

A

o

- Q

A

_ Yes,

OH > 0 T O > P O 0 PO

Yaasuh,
Prier to your having gone into this place that

yon aaid you went into?

Yassuh, g

And where did you talk with him?

Talk with who? |
Where did you talk with him? At what place did

you first talk with him relative to going in this place?

ciyde: Kennard®

Well, I talked with him at home,
Told you-e~you talked with him at home., At your

heme or his home?

Where I'm living now.
Where youtre living now?
Yaﬂﬂ“h. p

. Thatis the first time you talked to him?

Yassuh, .
Concerning going in this place?
Yassuh, |

This Co~op?

" Yassuh, _ :
" That®s located here in Hattiesburg?
Iidauh,

Now, when you talked to him at that time, what

cunspired behwaau you énd him? What was the conversation?
Wall. he was asking me about the fead.

Asking you esbout the feed?

- Yassuh, ' i
| I see, Now, I'd like to ask you this, T believe ;
you testified that you plead guilty: Is that right? To the .
- crime of burglary that's growing out of this same incident that

156,
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 i're talking about now?

b A
Q
A

Q

Yasauh. :
You plead guilty? . !
Yauuh.f ‘
To the same crime Olyde Kennaxd is being charged

rith here today. Is that correct?

A

Q
A

A
Q

A

- 0 = O

Q

A

" Now you have plead guilty to this case?

o = o > 0

Yassuh,
New, why did you plead guilty?
fCauae Ie=r ‘
BY MR, FINCH3 oo
Object to that, Thatts
cbv:lou"u. |
I had done a erime,

? Were you offered any inducement of any kind or |
told that you'wouid be given a lighter punighment if you plead
guilty in this case and gave evidence here against the defendant
Clyde Kennard? Remember you're under cath. You told the Dis-
trict Attorney that you would tell the truth.

Dat?s right,
You told him that, didn't you?
Dat's right. | '

Dat *s right.

Did anybody tell you that 1if you plead suilw and | - :
gave evidence, that is, submitted evidence of testimony here
.| againet the defendant, Clyde Kennard, as you are now doing today:

Dat's right. ,
That you would receive a lighter saentence?
Nawsuh.

They did not? ' ' '

Nawsuh.
Al) right‘,. now, you stated that you visited out
é 157, o
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Khu-o before the incident at clydei's ‘housa. Is that right?

;}!au had been out there?

A

Well, I had been out there. I didn't yajr that I

had visited his house, What I mean, just visit his ’houa,éd

Do you knew of your ownl knowledge whether Clyde
158, '
L

Q  But you had been out that way?

A  Yaasuh, ' |

Q In that area where he lives?

A i’auuh. | :

Q Now, what time did yon say it was that you went .
1to this warehouse? - _ —ee
' LA At twenty mimutes to five.
| ‘Q You went to the warchouse at twenty minutes to
five? ‘ | o

Yassuh, , _ .

Q | That is, to the Oo-op'building where thia feed
18 kept? | |

A Yassuh. , '

Q New, when you went there, I believe you testified |
you went by yourself, didntt you? ’ '

A ,'Yas;auh. : ;

Q Was Clyde Konnaid with you when ﬁrbu_ iiant; to the
warchouse? | ! |

A Nawsuh.

Q Did he help ybu break in the warehouse?

A Nawsuh,

Q He was nowhere on the premises at the time that

( you broke in the warehouse? B
A Nawsuh,
. Q Do youe~=you byoke in ;here by yourself, Is that

correct? ' S

‘A Yaasuh,

Q



:hm'nrd has been inside the warchouse, back there where the feed
de everythiﬁg ig kept?

A
Q

teed is kept?
| A
Q

'hny knowledge,==-you couldn’t tell the Court then, that ¢lyde
Kennard had any- first hand knowledge of how the door was fastened
ft:n the inside, could you?

B U
Q

i
:

Q

A

L 0 P 0 P D D

Q .

place and committed this breaking and entering?

Nawsuh, :
He has never been inside there so far.Where the

Datts right,
Then, could you tell the Court Clyde Kennard had .

-

Well, by me tellint him, ‘
But you didn't know he had any first hand knowl
BY MR, FINCH:
Bourf. plea_a'e. we objeet.
He would have first hand know- -
ledge 1f he told him. Hetd have
8 right to answer that,
BY THE COURT?
Yes., Overruled. _
Now, what time again did you say yourwent't.o’ this

Twenty minutes to five,
Twenty minutes to five?
Yassuh, _

Now, did you have & watch?
‘Yamsuh, '
You had a watch?

Yassuh.

Can you tell time? |
Yassuh, . | | o
Noﬁ. how did you know the exact time, that it w_asg

twenty minutes of five? - o

159, S
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By looking at it.

Oh, you looked at youxr watch?

Yassuh, ;

Just before &on started committing thq erime?
Yasguha ° | |

Is that right?

Yaasuh, _
I notice you dbn't. have your watch, Do you have

O > 0 B D > O

jymu' watch on now? -
A

A Yassuh. Hera witnesa takea watch rrom ponke\-.)
Q@ Oh, you got 1t 1n your pocket s '

A !' Yaasuh,

Q  You have it now.

A Yassuh. o

Q

Let me see that watch,
(HmE GOUNSEL FOR DEFENDANT
‘ LoOKs AT WITNESS'S WATCH) i
Q Then. you took that watch and checked the time juat-_
before you begm the erdme?
A I'auuh;
Q  Why d1d you do that?
A Well, I just looked at my watch. I didn't have ady
point by looking at it, but I just looked to see what time of
de morning hit was, . ' :
| Q Nun. you are sworn to tell the truth, 13 that
correct? |
BY MR, FINCH?

Now, if the Court please,
thatta twice, and vwe object to it,
'BY THE COURT; |

Yes, I'll austain.

Q  Now, you said it was dark. Now, did you have a

260.
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N
i

- Nashlight or anything with you at that time?
~ Newsuh,
Yvu didn't’. have a ﬂaahlight?

- 0

Nawsuh, - |
Q New, how could you read the watch? Did you have.a

luminous dial on that watch? Does that watch have an :Llluminous

ld1al to 4t?

‘Nawguh, A

It doeantt? : ' B

Nawauhe }

Then hew could you read the watch in the dark?

By the light in ihe warehouse,

Where is the light in the warehouse with respect

to where you were at the time Ybﬂ looked at youi-' watch?

A Well, 1t*'s got & bagkside light on the warehouses

Itts a light on the cutside «

| .'Q  Now, if I were to tell you that I'm aware of the

factenw _ A

A Dat youtse what? ' .

Q 1If T should tell you that I am aware of the faect

thac you have been getting feed from the Co-op and taking it to

other places in Hattiesburg, would you cieny thac‘?

A Nawsuh, 'Nmuh 'cauae I ain't done 11:.

Q  You have never .done t.hlt before?

A Nawsuh, ,

Q Now, you s#aid when you imr the night watchman,
you stepped inside the place. Is that correct?

' A Yassuh,

Did the night watehman come inside?

Nawsuh.

.He did rot come inside?

» o0 P O

Nawsuh.
161 [ ]
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| out of there? .

And why is it he didn't come inside? Do you know?
Nawsih. ,
Now, did the night wateohman look in the trunk of

o >

your car? .
’ Well, yassuh,
| He logked in the trunk of ;:raur car?
Yaugl;q | '
Did ke see anything 1n:t‘h? car?
Yassuhe
He _uaw.fped in 'tﬁe car? , ’
Yassuh, ‘ T
Ts that right?

> 0 > O = o0 > o >

Yﬁaanh. . ;
Q  The feed that you were talking about that you got

A Yassuh,

Q  What did he do about it? What .else, actually, what
else tranapired b_etwaen you and the r;ight; watchman?

A Well, de night watchman showed up around de corn
of de building. I walked inside of de warehouse. Well. I knew
dat he was comin® on to my car, so I waited in the nrehouse.
and he didn't come inside de warehouse, he jist shinéd de light -
in de warehouse. And he took my tag number, and went straight |
across’ dere from de carvin the hatehing department; and ealled
the polices. ' E | '
Q  New, you said after he came up there and appéonchrd
you, I believe, and took your tag nm’nber.; he went and called the
police, Ims that right? g
- A Dat*s righte

Q  How do you know that? |
A By ‘seeint him gwine in the hatehing department,

and they's a phone over dere.
162, _
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i Q Well, now, you saw h.'m. going into ﬁhe hétch:lng ,
jpartment where there was & phone, | '
A Yassuh.
Q Now, do you know he called the police?.. Did ybu
u‘nr him call the police from where you. Jere a’aand:lng?
A I didn't hear him call the pelicea. butimem
Q  Then how do you know? |
A ~=ehe didntt gowe-
Q fou don't know whether he called them or ndt.
BY MR, FIN,GH:; o )
Just a minute, o
BY MR, KINGH
Object to that,
BY MR. r-'mcﬁ_}z
Let him answer, Court please,
A ~=he didn't go in there for nothin', not whem he
t.ook my tag number, ‘ p
Q  You are just presuming that he called the police.
1 mean you don't Jmow that he ealled the police, do you?
Newsuh, I don't knows he called theém.
All right then..
But he undoubtedly did. .
By the way, did the night watchman have a pistol

O£ > H >

on him?

Yassuh, . . .
Q  Now, did he go, after he opened the trunk as you
‘Jtestified, and looked in there and saw this feed and other things
in the trunk, did he go in the warehouse and meke an investigs~
tion in the warehouse to see whet.her anything was miaaing from

the warehouse or other circumstances?

' A - Well, nawsuh, he didntt ocome in.

Q He didn't go into the warehouse at all, did he? .
T e, ; .
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b S et s

: }diwé. Was that five-twenty in the morning P

A Well, nawsuh, not as long as I was dere,
Q Now what time waa that? You sald five-twenty, I

r e ——————ae +

. BY MR, FINCH3 b

He did not say five-twenty,
He didn:t say five~twenty, He
said twenty minutes *till five.
Q  All pright, twenty minutes ftill five. Was it \

———

tventy minutes to five ni the mo.ming or afternoon?

A Twenty minutes to five in the morning. _
Q “ Twenty minutes to five in the morning, i '
A Yassuh. | "
Q. Now, what are the hours that that warehouae

: uually, that is, the Co~o0p, uhat is their hours naually. their |

1 business hours? *
" A Well, from Mandny morning, open up &t seven-thirty
4 and close at five-thirty. i
g Q From aeven-thirty in the morning *till 1‘1vre-»1'.hzl.:-t:3tL

‘14n the afterncon?

A Yassuh.

; Q@  That is the ususl hours?
A Yassuh,
Q  Is that right?
A Yaasuh,

day, Thursdey, and Friday, those hours?

. A Yassuh, And Ssturday.
And Saturday. |

" Yassuh, but until dipner on Saturday.
They close at dinner time on Saturday?
Yasauh,

o0 = O = O

Is that correct?

ko

Q@  Now, is that the same for Monday, Tuesday, Wednes:

i




A Yasauh.

Q Nw. during these houra.-v--I me&n, what houro are
you regularly mployed there? What time are you supposed t.o go.
to work, and what time are you aupposed to leave there? .

i A ‘Well, I'm thwe at awen—th:lrty and leave at
five-thirty.
- Q Go at séven—thirty and leave at what time?

A At five-thirty. |

Q At five-thirty?

A Yasauh, | - | -

Q  Those are the regular houra that youtre qu;gﬁéded
.. to be -f.-here. Is that right? A '

“ A Datts Pight.
Q In other words, you are not supposed to be werking
| there at five otelock in the merning, are you?
A Newsuh. i
Ts that eorrect? -
Dat's right,
But yeﬁ you were there at five in the morning?
‘Yassuh, | |
At twenty minut.ea to five in the mot'ning?
: Ynaogh.
§ And it thattime you were there the night watchman

O >» O > O » O

sav you?
. Yaasuhe
And after he saw you he saw feed in your car?
Yassuh, '
And he took your tag number.
Datts right, | |
Is that right? | | o
-Dat's right, _
'And, yet-'hre did not ai&raat. you or cauge you té be |
‘165, | -
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Horrestea, did he?
E A Well, like I said, he took my tag number and he
went over to the hatching department and called ﬁhe polices.
| . Q And called the police. Now, did the. police arrive?
Did the police arrive at the Co-op, at the time and at the place
fwhere you had committed the crime that you claim that you
. committed? '
A Da dey arrive dere?
Q Yeah. Did the police come there at that time?
You say he called the police. Did the police come? Thatfa-what
i vant o lg‘now.' _ | R
; A Well,mume
Q  Tell thée Court. You know.:
BY MR, FINCH:

Now just a minute. He's

trying to answer. Let him an-
swer you.
A He d:l.dn't---
~ BY THE COURT: .
Just a minute, Brown. Let
. him anewer, |
A After he'went over to ¢all the policemens, how .
jdid I know did day come dere? I was gone. I waa gone.
| Q You were goﬁe?
A Yassuh. _
Q The night watchman oailed the police, and after
the night watchman called the police, béf_ore the policemen got
there, you had gone? ; j |
A Dat's right. T '
Q | Did the night Vwatchm_an see yoﬁ leave?

A Nawsuh, he didnf't 8see me leave 'cause hé waé in- |

side of a building. .
! 166.



1the chi ckén house?

'comitted,.the erime that you claim that you committed. \
‘there with the feed? Is that right?

 erime that you allege you comhitﬁed. why wag it you wasn't so

to the egg house} is that right?

= - ;

| _ Q  Now, I would like to ask you, where d:ld you, afterx|

you got this feed, where did you carry this feed? '
A Out to Mr. clycje Kennard?s house.
Q You carried it to his house? 7
A To the hatehing---to the chicken house department,
Q To the chicken house. What time did you get to

A Well, I don't know, *cause I didn't look at my
watch, ' ‘

Q You looked at your watch, though, when you'

A Dat*s right,
Q . But you didn't look at your watch when you got

—

A Now, if you were so particular about checking the
.fime. checking your wateh at the t:l-me' that you committed the

particular about your watch when you delivered the feed to Clydets
house? '

Well, I waen't thinkin? HoUt wwe

Tell us why.

I wasn't thinkin® 'bout it den.

Q@  Why is it you wasn®t thinking about it then, but -

> o =

you ";t'as thinking about it when you committed the crime that you
allege you committed? _

A Well, like I said, I wanted to find out what time
of de morning it was gittin® to be, ;
Q You wanted to find out whl;t time of the morning

it was getting to be. Now, when you got out there, and: .you went

A Yassuh.

Q And you put this feed, you claim, in the egz housia?
1670 . )
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A ::Yassuh. :

Q . Was the door open or was 1t locked?

A Hit was jist~- |

Q What was the eonditioﬁ of the door? ~
. A - Hit was open, what I mean, wasn't wide open, but
1t didn't “lpave a fasten on it. I just shoved it open and put de

‘feed in. ;
‘Q  What type of lock does it have on it?
,, A Well, it have a little lock on it, but it never
was loeked. ot

Q" What kind of lock did it have on it? Describe

the lock. Tell the Court what kind of lock it had on 1it.

A  VWell, I don't know---all I knows *bout de lock, .
hit was jﬁsi; a little locks I didn't, take de number of it. S It

‘was & little brow;'i lock.

Q 4 little brown lock?

Yasauh, .

But you didntt take ﬁhe number of the lock?
Nawsuh, ;.

Now, you said that the lock was brown, but how=-
Anyways. I knows de lock when I see it.

You'd know the lock if ‘y_ou» saw it? -
Yauuh." '

Now, had you ever seen a lock before?

Have I ever~-«%

O T D P O > O > oo >

Had you ever seen the lock before the time that
yoﬁ carried that feed out there? ’

A Nawsuh.

Q You had never seen the lock.

.A. Oh, yassuh. I have seen plenty of them.

Q  Yeah, but I mean this particular lock. You said

you knew the lock., Is that right?
‘ 168,
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-you carried the feed out there?

 collect your money? What happened? or nhat was the understand-

'mg you were supposed to have?

room for *im and come by his house.

take it to.

fore you even got to the egg house?

A Yauixh. But_you‘ mean,~~=-what you mean? Have I
ever seen a lock before I seen dat one?

Q No, I want to ask you this, You said you know ther

lock? . _
A Yassuh, I knows it when I see a lock.
Q But had you seen the lock prior to the time that

A Nawsuh. Haven't,

Q Now, what kind of understanding did you have with
Clyde Kennard about this matter, this feed? What understq.j;xdfrig

did you have about it? Were you supposed to bring the fe_e;_:d: oi_zt

and pu't_it’in the egg house, then come by Kennard's housé to

A Well, bring it out dere and put it in his egg

Q That ts what you were supposed to do?

A Yassuh. _
Q Now, in other words, after you went there, broke

in, took out this feed, and put it in the trunk, and the night
vatchman saw it in the trunk. took your tag number, and you ‘pre-
sumed or felt that he was going in to call the ponce—-

A Ylssuh.
Q In view of a1l that, you still eontinued with

your plan to earry the feed out and put 11'. in Clyde Kennard 's

egg house? :
. A - Y.uauh. Dat's de onlyst where dat I lmowed to

" Q. How's that? I mean,=-== but I mean you went right
on with your duties, knowing that the policé may eatch you be-

169.
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lyour tag number, didn't you?

Q You knew f.hat the night watchmau could identiry

you, and had seen you, didn't you?
A Yassuh.
'Q  You knew the night watchman could identify you

because he saw you. You testified to that.

A Yassuh,
Q And also, you knew that the night watchman had

A Datts right.

m——

Q And yet you took.your time and drove on out and

carried on outee=

i A Nawsuh, ===

Q -=-what you claim was your mission---

A I didn?tew= _

Q ==ein view of the faot.that the police had done

been called, | : .

- BY MR, FINCH: ' | ’
Just a minute, just a minute.

BY THE COURTS

Just a minute, Brown.

-

I didn't take my .t:lme. I went on.
Q I imagine you did, .
" .. BY THE COURT:

: Now just & minute, Brown.

'.I don't allow any arguing back -
and forth with the witness. Just
ask your cusastions, ahd then let
him answer. ; |

Q ' Now, when you went out to the house, I want you :

to describe to the COurt. for the Court's benefit, and the {

170.
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[
juryts, I 'wavnt you to describe jJust how you went out there,
that is, what route you took to go out thera?
A Well, uhwes |
Q Just tell me which way you went all the way. from
|the time you left the Co-op until you arrived at Clydets chicken
house.
‘ A. I left the Co~op, 8nd I went straight on de hill,
‘above de Co-~op was & crossroad, and I went to de firat road to
de right, and I turned. An' when I got dere, I stopped and let
' ‘ny trunk lid dovm. and dat same street runs out dere 4n front-
L of de courbhouae. de one dat I got on up the road dere. and I
' jwent atraight on out. dat street to Clyde Kennard's house. I
' got on de other #ide of de by-pass out dere, and took right, I
went over to Glendale and took left, I went thout a mile and &
éhalf, I tooi: another left, Den I went on and took a right, went
‘on & little piece and took ancther jright, and went on another
-.little plece up dere and took another i-ight to de chicken house,
¢ BY THE QOURTS |

All right, now, just a
minute. It*s twelve ofalock,
and I'm going to reee:u:: co;xrt
until 1:30, so you be back on
the stand at 1130, boy.

(HERE THE COURT WAS IN RECESS
FOR LUNGH).

(MERE THE JURY RETURNED)

Q Now, Johnny Lee.'.I ‘believe you told us, that is,
:iou covered to some extent i{he course that you took when }}ou

ileft. thé Co~ope !
b A Yassuh,

171.
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‘ICo-op, where you took the feed, as you alleged, I'd like for you

Q And went from the Co~op to Clyde Kennard'a place,
Now. I'd like to ask you this, , From the time that yod left the

to tell me, please, the street in which, all the streets that
you took, that is, the first street and wlere you turned and all,
every street that you took from there 'till you arrived.

5 " Well, I tell you. I don't know none of de streets,
- Q You donft know any of. the streets? V

A Nswsuh, I sho don't.

Q Now, how long did you se&y you have lived in -

Hattiesburg. Mississippi? How 1ong have you lived in Hattiesburg?
v A Al) my life.

Q All your life.

A Yassuh.

Q Now, what was your Job at the co-op? . .
A Well, haulin' feed and loadin® feed and working ’
in the warehouae. - ' '
Q Did.‘you drive a_trﬁck around and deliver feed at
any time? '

Well, yessuh.

You did?

Yassuh,

But yet you don't.- know the atreets?

Nawauh, i

Don'ﬁ know one street from the other,

Nawsuh« .

Q . Another thing, too. Have you lived out there in

e O B O > OH

that area at n'hy time since you have been in Hattiesburg? Have

you ever lived'fin and about or near where Clyde Kennard's place

is? ; 'j ] . - !
i Yassuh. R
At any time? 5
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A

Q
A

qQ
A

Q.
that correct?
A

Q
A
.

Yassuh, in---
Oh} Ibu have lived out there in that area,

Yaeauh.
How long did you live out there?
I lived out. therae, I'd say two years, a 1ittle

You lived out thgre two years, about?

Yassuh.

Or a little better?

Iha%uh. e
New, you teatified that you didn t go to school

Aany. Can you read?

Nawsuh. _

You don't read at all?
Nawsuh.

Is 1t true that you once lived on Clyde Kennard's

Suh?
Did you ever live on Clyde Kennard's plage, that

18, on his premises?

Oh, yassuh, What I meina. my father moved on his

property, in his house.

Your father--

A!lsauhs

Lived in_hia house?
Yassuh, and datts uhean--.

And you at that time lived with your father, Is

; ‘ l

thsauh. o ;

Is,ehut correct?

Wait & minute. ‘I didn't understand you.

I mean you lived on Clyde Kennardts place with
173, |
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your father,
.' : A I Y?l!:auh. ]
Q You had possession, or your father had possession

of a house on his place.

A Yaasuh,
Q Is that ocorrect?
A ' Dat's right. - S
Q Now, how long did you live on his place?
A Wéll. I think hit was *bout a year and a hslf,
Q Abouﬁ a year énd a half? : S
A Yassuh, - -
_ | Q' Now, when didiybu last live on Clyde Kennard's
plaée? | %
| A I don't know. |
Q You don't have. any idea? i
A Nawsuh. )

Q Well, has it been & week ago, a month ago, do
you have scme idea when you 1§at lived on Clyde Kennard's place? |
A Well, hitta be;nra coupla years since den;
Q - It has been a déuﬁle of years since you lived on
his place? j ' - |

‘A Yassuh, '; 4 :

, Q Hive you ever, &t &ny time, in your regular
courss of dutiea, delivered feed to Clyde Kennardts house? That
{8, to his area out there where he keeps his chickens?

A Well, Yassuhe. When I was working on de truck, I
wasn't de drive® on de truck, but I was a helper on de truck at
de préaeht, and he used to buy feed at de Forrest County Co-op.
Q: 'Spéak up louder,

A F;rrest County Co-op. He used to buy feed dere, |
at de Forrest County cofop'when I was workint on a truck, we !

used to deliver him feed.
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q ‘Uh huh. And you made more than one trip out therg
in the régular course of your work, haventt you?.

A Oh, yassuh, .

Q And you are then familiar with the: premises

around and aboue where he keeps his ehiekens.---

) A Yasauh. |
Q And eggs and feeds Is that right?
A iWell. yassuh, I knows where he keeps his eges
and his feed alsc, 'cause we was de men to pick it up, de eggs
and bring fem back into de Co=0p, and we hauled his feed and put.J

it where he wantu it,
| Q I see, In other wor&s. -you have a fair idea,
' t.hen. of the proximity, that 1s, the description of various pro-'
perties in and around and ‘about there, don't you?
Yassuh.

You understand what I mean?

> O >

Yaasuh.

Q You know 'nomething about it. TYou are familiar
with his place, his chicken house and his egg house. _'

A Yassuh. I knows where his chicken house and=-~
Q  And you were familiar with that when you made theele'
trips out thére. I mean you cbserved when you made these trips
out there to his place, didn't you? You had t‘o.jbeoauae YOUmm=
A What I mean--

Q ~==naturally saw it.

: A =--is, I knowa where his place is and cveryshing
out dere _about. -

. Q  Now, I believe you testified that the first time

you saw t__i_;lyde Kennard was on a,-~-was at your home, Is that
right? ‘ _ ‘ !

A Yassuh.

Q  And, of course, your wife was present at that time.
| 175, |
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Yassuh,
" When you first saw him, Is that right?
Yes, suh, '
' Q  And you testified that was the firat time. that

LoD

yon diucnsaed the matter of going out there---
A -Yassuh. '
~==yith Clyde.

o

Yasauh,

Ia that coz'u-eet.?A‘

Dat's right,

New, what time was that? ]
Eight otclock. |

Was that eight p. m. or eight a, m.?

Eight o'clock. ,

I mean, was that elght in the evening or was

1
E

o > o > O = o »

that eight 4n the morning?
A Hit was eight at night,
Q Kow, you testified tr.hgt you saw him on- the second
and - final tima.-'I mean, the second and final time at a super
market, I beliéve. on Mobile Street in Hattiesburg. Is that
correct? | | |
A Yassuh. | o
Q  New, what time was that?
A It was arcund seven-thirty. ;
Q . Now, when Clyde Kennard came out to your house
at the time that you say the two of you n:m discuased this
plan for you to go into the Co-op, at your, house at that time,
did Clyde bring his own car, or did he walit?
A Nawsuh., He had some of his heighbor's car,
He didnttemn | -
Q He had what?
A Some of his neighbor's car. !
| 176,
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Q. Seme 'of his neighborts car, I'd ask you, what
neighbor? What na:lghbor was it? ‘ A
A Well, he was driving about a,--=I guess a firty
Plymouth,

Q He was driving a fifty Plymouth?

A Sumpin tnother 'bout like dat. But de neighbors,
I don't know 'em only when I sees 'em. What I mean, I knows
dem when I gees dem, Well, ahywayn.: My, Richard Wattar's daught er

'Q  What's at? " _

A Mr. Richard Watts's daughter, the owner of ;the
ca'x".- ' | S
© ° @ Now, I believe you testified that during the time
that you were in the process of getting the feed out of the
Co-op, that a night watchman arrived on the scens, that ia, he
came nearby where you ssw hime Is that right? '

A You mean what time the night watchman seen me,
or ﬁow.__did it happen or what? lt
Q  You testified the night watchman certainly saw
| you, and you saw him at that time., Isn’t that correct?

A Well, I ain't said he really seed me. He came
around de corner and I glimpsed him, seen him,' I geen him, I
lmowed who it waas, and I just ualked back and into de warehouse,

Q How long did you stay in the warehouse after you
wall:ed back into the warehcuse?

A I wouldn't know, fcause I jiat,---; wasn't payin'
no atf.ention to my mtch. It wasn't over five and aix minutes,
no more dan fhout like dat. '

Q Now, when did you first have & conversation with
the night watchman? Strike that, Where did you have a conver-

sation with the night watehman? Inside of the warehom e or out-|

: aide?
A Outside,

177,
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Q  Outside, cutside of the wtrehbuaen
A Yuauh. '

Q Now, was the night watchman standin'® cut there
niﬁing on you to come out?

Nawsuh,
"~ He was not.?.

{

A

Q

A Nawsuh,
Q Where was the night watchman when you came out?
A

my car was into a hatchery department.
Q Into what?
: A Hatcher repnrtment.

Q I believe you teatifiad. I'm not certain, but did
you testify that the night watchman had a pistol on:him at the
time? ' P . ‘ |
A - Yaseuh. |
Q Did Ahe draw it on you?

A Naweuh, | _

Q Did the night watchman put you under arrest hime
eel;"? _ | _

A Nawsuh. All de night watchman done 18 took my

" [tag number and went to call the poi:lcas. ;
breceding or during or right after acquiring your tag number?

| A Well, I'1l say sumpin like dis, If de night watch
man said somethin? to me, he could held me dere until de polices

come, but he didn't sy anything to me, or he didn't never see me
at least, SBe. he' jent m’é comin? fround a comér, Jeat like dis

He was going in a building right across from where:

'Q  Did the night watchman say anything to you, either

and I was standin® up here at dis end of de building. and I seen

Q But he didn't see you. I8 that it?

178,
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BY MR. FINCH:
We've been over that, if
‘the Court plelae.
BY THE COURT: | I
Yes, youtve been over 't.hat.._
Letts get on to something else
. now, and hurry aleng,

Q Now, Iill ask you, on those six sacks, I believe, |
of feed that yoﬁ allege that you put into your automobilgew-
A  Yassuh, : S
Q ~ You testified that you put five sacks :ln the trunk
Is that. Gorreat? Of the car. :
A Well, I put six sacks in dere, and I couldn't
fasten de trunk down with de six sacks, an' I took one out &nd
put it back in de door of de warehouse of the Forrest County
Co=-0p, -
After you took one sack out ande--
Dat left five,
That left five, Is that right?
Dat?s right, |

Q  Then, after you took one sack out, then you were
able to close the trunk dowa, Ia that correct? ' |
A . Yassuh, but I didn®t close it down at the present
right den. I took and got in my caxr and drove on off, and den
olq!ed it down, _ |
| Q . Wait, You drove off? |
A And den closed it down on up de road,
Q Closed 4t down up the road?
A ‘Yassuh, '

Q Now, what was the weight of each of those sacksa

of feed? In other words, how much does each sack cont?in rela~ '

| tive to pounda?

179. :
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A

© Well, A1l T knows is it's a hundred pounds.

They are hundred pound sacka?

Yasguh, . -

L

Is that éerrect?
Yassuh, o
Could you tell the Court, please, approximately

| ;hbw tall a sack or how high & mack would be?

Well, itvd be about from this, from here, to

 tbout dat tall,

Q Now, when you said’ that tall, would that b?_a?--

OH = oo = O >

A

Q

would be approximately how many feet? , |

A
Q
A
Q
A

Q

" You say you would have ne idea? ' .

Put your hand up there again, please. Now, it would be that
[ tall from the platforn you are sitting on or thst tall from the

Be dat tall from de platform here.
That tall frem the platform where you are now?

‘Yassuhe

Is that rdght?
Dst's rights
From the stand, ' i

B
it

Dat's right, And dat's de sack. Thatf's not

with the feed in the saeck, you know.

Now , that tall,~~-hold it out there again,=e~ .
Well, T wouldn't knows

Nawsuh.,

How many feet?

Newsuh, I @ainft never measured one. A
Now, approximately how wide,~=-could Srou d emon~

strate Qapproximatel-y with your hands as you did relation _ﬁo the

180,
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A *Bout like dat, (Indicating)

o Q Just about that wide, Now, would the sack be juat

;_ibout, the same width all the way.around. the eircumference,--~I

:uean, what I'm trying tlo say, is the sack was roundf—--gf '
Yassih, ' |

| el imagine, or oval shaped?

A
Q
A Yasauh, it's round.
Q@ Itts fairly round?
A Tassuh, . | o
Q Would it ,~==-pat your hand out hére.ﬁ;-danonamte
the width, It would be just about that wide, then, all the way
around, 1aJthaf. corre_c_‘m?
A Yassuh.
Q  What kind of car were you driving?
V A Fifty-aix-Mercury-}
BY THE COURT3
Any other questibna_?
BY ATTORNEY BROWNS

No, 8ir.

" RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR, FINCHs

| qQ Johnny, you said to counsel you couldntt read
nor write, Is that right, Johnny? '

A Dat's right,

Q Can you write?

4 Nawsuh, I ean't write or read,

Q Can't read or write? i

:A" ‘Nawsuh. s
Q And yon said that you did work on the delzl'vre:-yj

ti-uck. Did-yon drive the truck or were you the helper‘i
181, |
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Worked as & helper, - o
You didn't drive?
‘Nawsuh,

- O »

_. -Q . So, of courss, you couldn*t read the signs to
know what 2 street name was, could you?
A Nawsuh, )
- Q But " ydu do know your direction‘a?
A Yassuh,
Q Johnny. you said that your wife was present; when
you had thia first conversation with Clyde Kennard at yonr house?l
| A Yassuh,
: Q Now, was she pr'esent' in phe,sanie room with you
and Kennard, ér was she somewhere elae?
| A She was in de kitchen, an' me an' him was in the
front room. | . .
. " Q Did she at any time come to the roem where you
all were? | |
Nawsuh, _
Did you 8ll go back in the poom where she was?
A Nawsuh, ‘
BY MR, FINCH:

i That ts aIl, Johnny. |

(WITNESS EXCUSED)
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE
4805 MT. HOPE DRIVE «  BALTIMORE. MD 21215-3297 . (410) 358-8900

JULIAN BOND
Chairman. Board of Directors

March 29, 2006
VIA FAX AND FEDEX

The Honorable Haley Barbour
Governor, State of Mississippi
Governor's Office - 15th Floor
501 N. West Street '
Jackson, Mississippi 39201

Dear Governor Barbour:

I noted with interest that you and Mississippi plan to honor Clyde Kennard on
March 30, 2006.

While this is a long over-due recognition, it would be complete if you were to take
the occasion to pardon him and to erase the wrongful conviction he suffered from
continuing to deface his name and reputation.

As we now know, he was targeted for persecution by state-sponsored forces in
Mississippi because of his civil rights activism. As we now know, he was convicted on
petjured testimony, now recanted. And as we now know, despite failing health which
led to his death, his stay at Parchman Penitentiary was prolonged needlessly.

Mississippi has long suffered because of its segregationists past. You have the
opportunity to erase yesterday's shame through your action. I hope you have the
courage to take it.

Best wishes,

Julian Bond

Chairman
NAACP National Board of Directors






JOYCE A. LADNER

SARASOTA, FLORIDA 34238

April 5, 2006

Mississippi Parole Board
State of Mississippi
Jackson, Mississippi

Dear Honorable Parole Roard Members:

I am writing in support of pardon for the late Clyde Kennard, an
extraordinary man who never reached his full potential because
his life was snuffed out. for a crime he did not commit. Had he
lived, he would have made very important contributions to many
people, especially young black people in his community and in the
soclety at large. His untimely death destroyed not only a man but
the tremendous potential this man had to do well. When he was
sent to prison his death warrant was signed and sealed. It was not
enough for the state officials to incarcerate him. They went the
additional step of denying him medical . treatment when he became
ill with what was later found to be terminal cancer. It is a
measure of the man that so many people from diverse backgrounds
have come together to try to get Clyde Kennard's name cleared of a
crime he did not commit some forty-three years after his death.

I met Clyde Kennard in 1958 when he and his neighbors, Kenneth and
Eileen Beard, and Vernon and Ellie Dahmer took my sister Dorie and
me to the statewide NAACP meetings in Jackson. These mass
meetings were organized by the late Medgar Evers. Eileen Beard was
the sister of Vernon Dahmer, and a member of our church. Although
Dorie was fifteen and I was fourteen, we were very interested in
fighting for racial equality. Our NAACP Youth Council was founded
during this period with Clyde elected President and Vernon Dahmer
advisor. One of the terrible shames of Mississippi is that both
Vernon Dahmer and Clyde Kennard lost their lives fighting for
civil rights. I cannot forget what these men did to help me, as a
youngster, to develop strong character, courage, the
understanding that all people are equal, and to give something
back to the community. That is why I write to you in Clyde
Kennard's behalf today.

Clyde was a very decent man who did not drink or smoke. He sang in
his church's choir. He was a member of his local school board and



he who wrote stimulating letters to the editor of the
Hattiesburg American concerning the policies and practices of
racial segregation. If high moral character was a true test of the
man, Clyde Kennard was one of the greatest Mississippi ever
produced. For me, the greatest symbol of his good character was
to attempt to apply for admission to Mississippi Southern
College. Each time he tried to enroll at MSC, our hopes were
raised very high and followed by an edqual amount of
disappointment. However, we knew that he the laid the groundwork
for blacks and whites who followed him.

The worst part of the Kennard case is the interminable suffering
he went through. He was targeted for persecution by the
Mississippi Sovereignty Commission that tried to get other black
leaders to persuade him to withdraw his application. They kept
tabs on his every move by interviewing his neighbors, employer,
and others. The public officials from Ross Barnett down to the
lowliest police officers set out to destroy him in an organized
and purposeful way. He was denied medical treatment until his
cancer had advanced. The staff at the University of Mississippi
Medical Center recommended that he be released from prison
following his surgery. We launched a Free Clyde Kennard campaign
when I was a student at Tougaloo College.

This small wiry man who stood about 5'9" was not sent home to
spend his last days with his family where he could be cared for.
Clyde Kennard was "sent back to do hard labor in the cotton
fields at Parchman Penitentiary where he said the thick mud was so
strong that it took off the soles of his shoes. Yet, each time he
fell to the ground, the overseers yanked him up so he could
continue to pick cotton.

For over forty years, I have fought and prayed that one day
Clyde's record would be cleared. When I was a student at Tougaloo
College in 1963, I lead a campaign to free Clyde Kennard from
Parchman. We wrote letters to Governor Barnett and to other state
officials to no avail. Yet, in 2006, we are once again seeking
justice for this quiet, assuming, courageous leader. Please do not
fail him again.

It will be too late for Clyde to know that he was pardoned and his
record was expunged. It will be too late for the state to
compensate him in monetary damages. However, it is not too late
for the Mississippi Pardon Board to reverse Clyde Kennard's
conviction, and for you to urge Governor Barbour to erase his
record. This is the moment and the hour for Mississippi to turn



its back on the past. It is time to proclaim that these kinds of
crimes against humanity are no longer permitted. This would be a
small measure of recompense to restore his good name, especially

posthumously.
Sincerely,
Joyce A. Ladner

Joyce Ladner






Dotie Ladner
Washington, DC 20008

April 3, 2006

Mississippi Parole Board
State of Mississippi
Jackson, Mississippi

Deat Parole Boatd:

As you consider granting a pardon or clemency to the late Clyde Kennard, I urge you to considet that he
was an extraordinary individual who would have contributed immeasurably to society. When he was cut down
in his middle-thirties, he left an unfinished agenda. There are many good works he would have cartied out. I
knew Clyde Kennard from the time I was in the NAACP Youth Council in Hattiesburg. Clyde was a
remarkable man who was totally committed to making our segregated society a better place for black people.
He and some other adults in the NAACP often took my sister, Joyce Ladner, and me to the statewide NAACP
meetings in Jackson. They exposed us to judges, lawyers, and other leaders who were making theit mark on the

society.

The last time I saw Clyde Kennard was when I visited him in Chicago shortly before he died. He was
in tremendous physical pain. At times he lay down on the sofa. What was remarkable about him is that he was
not bitter about what happened to him. He talked openly about having to work in the fields at Parchman when
he couldn’t stand up without falling down. He said the supervisors at Parchman pulled him off the ground and
stood him on his feet again so he would continue to pick cotton.

Had he lived, Clyde Kennard would have contributed a lot to the black community. He would have
worked to get black children in his community educated. The vicious system of racism systematically sought
him out and destroyed him. However, Clyde’s name was kept alive for all these years by those of us who
wanted to ensure that what he stood for not be forgotten. You can ensure that he be exonerated
posthumously—and that the things he stood for- human dignity, equality, excellence and caring for othets—
remain in the forefront. An affirmative decision by your board will right the wrongs petpetrated against him.

Respectfully yours,

Dorie Ladner

Dotie Ladner
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Mississippi State Parole Board
Post Office Box 158
Parchman, Mississippi 38738

Dear Mississippi Parole Board Members:

CONGRE SSIONAL PROGRESSIVE CALCUS
CONGRESSIONAL SPORTSMEN'S. CALCUS
CONGRE SSIONAL AURAL CAUCUS

HOUSE EDUCATION CAUCUS

I would like to express my support in the efforts to posthumously grant clemency to
Clyde Kennard, who was wrongfully convicted in 1960, for his alleged role in a burglary.

It has been revealed that Mr. Kennard became the target of the Mississippi Sovereignty
Commission after several attempts to become the first African-American to enroll in
then-segregated University of Southern Mississippi. His commitment to the Civil Rights
Movement and determination to obtain equal access to education resulted in the

indictment and conviction by a corrupt judicial system.

Kennard was sentenced to seven years imprisonment, of which he served two, and was

later granted medical clemency after being diagnosed with cancer.

Subsequently, Mr.

Johnny Lee Roberts recanted his testimony that Mr. Kennard was guilty and in fact

acknowledged full responsibility for the offense. In addition, Mr. Roberts declared that it
was indeed his belief that Mr. Clyde Kennard was charged and convicted of burglary due
to his desire become the first black student to integrate the University of Southern
Mississippi.

With all due diligence, I ask that you use the powers of your office to posthumously
exonerate Clyde Kennard. The State’s acknowledgment of this transgression is the first
step to towards erasing this blemish that has haunted the legacy of Mr. Clyde Kennard for
decades. Failure to do so will depict the State of Mississippi with a black eye that will
forever be present until justice is restored to the good character and name of Mr. Clyde
Kennard.

Sincerely, :

Bt B

Bennie G. Thompson

Member of Congress
{.] 107 Wt MADWON STiasr  [7] 508 Heamway B2WIST (1) 910 Countwoust Last [ ] 3007 Mioaan Evine Bourvano [ 263 Easy Mam Sraset [ ] Mouso Bavou Crty Haue
PO box 10 Goagnwooo, MS 30030 Geacrvain, MS 8W1 Jacnson, MS 30213 : £.0. box 388 £.0 boxs™
Bouron, MS 39041 1682) 4559003 1652) 336-9003 {601 $48-0003 Manus, MS 30848 108 Gresn Avise, Surry 108
(DY) 8088003 G52} 463-0118: FAX 2) 334-1304: FAX (601) S02-5XY7: FAX {682) 326-9003 Mouno Bavou, MS 3762
{601) 386-0038- FAX (6621 326-000)- FAX 1063) 741900

1800 365-900: i S1.

1642} 741-8002. FAX






Hunter Gray [John R Salter, Jr]
Pocatello, Idaho 83204

April 4 2006 -
TO THE MISSISSIPPI STATE PAROLE BOARD
VIA Attorney General Jim Hood

State of Mississippi

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen of the Mississippi Parole
Board: |

‘This is a strong letter supporting full clemency for Clyde
Kennard and for the full erasure of his conviction from all
of the appropriate records.

I was active in the Deep South on behalf of civil rights
from 1961-1967. At that time, my name was John R Salter,
Jr -- since legally changed to John Hunter Gray. A native
of Arizona, I came to Tougaloo College with my wife, Eldri,
in the late summer of '61 as a young sociology professor
and remained at the College until late 1963. I then went
into full time civil rights field work across the Deep South
for a number of years.

Soon after my arrival at Tougaloo, I became the Adult
Advisor to the Jackson NAACP Youth Council -- and was
also directly active with Tougaloo students. I worked very
closely -- until the very night of his death -- with Medgar
Evers. I was also a member of the state-wide Board of
Directors of the Mississippi State Conference of NAACP
Branches -- and we all, of course, worked very closely with
Dr Aaron Henry of Clarksdale. I was one of a number of



people who founded and supported the Mississippi Free
Press.

In the fall of 1962, the Youth Council in association with
Tougaloo students launched and very effectively
continued the far-reaching economic boycott of downtown
Jackson and environs -- with the goal being desegregation
and fair hiring practices and fair treatment for Black
shoppers. In the spring of 1963, we all -- youth and adults
-- broadened this boycott movement into the massive,
“non-violent Jackson Movement with a broad range of civil
rights goals. Along with many, many others, I was '
arrested and beaten and jailed on a number of occasions,
seriously injured at another point -- and was honored with
the sweeping Chancery Court injunction, City of Jackson
vs John R Salter, Jr et al. [We frankly defied that, non-
violently.]

From the moment we arrived in Mississippi, my wife and I
were poignantly aware of the Clyde Kennard tragedy. In
the fall of '61, during the first NAACP dinner that we
attended in Jackson -- at the Masonic Temple on Lynch
Street -- Medgar Evers stood up to speak. He gave the
name of Clyde Kennard and began to recount the events
surrounding this hideous frame-up. Everyone present was
listening with the greatest intensity.

And then Medgar Evers -- a Man of Flint -- suddenly broke
down and cried. Immediately he was surrounded by
colleagues and we all sang, "We Are Climbing Jacob's
Ladder."

That was almost 45 years ago -- and my wife and I have
never, never forgotten that.



The Ladner sisters, Joyce and Dorie, both at Tougaloo --
and many others as well -- faithfully circulated petitions
aimed at freeing the known-to-be-extremely ill Clyde
Kennard. I remember when our courageous attorney, R.
Jess Brown, showed me, in his Farish Street law office, the
just received letter finally granting freedom to Clyde
Kennard -- with the bold signature of Governor Ross
Barnett scrawled across the bottom of the page.

My wife, Eldri, and our whole quite large family join me in
asking that you use every resource at your command to

ensure swift clemency and record-erasure for Mr Clyde
Kennard.

Cordially,

Hunter Gray [John R Salter, Jr]






Monte Piliawsky
Associate Professor
Wayne State Univesity

April 7, 2006

| DearMissi’ssippi State Parole Board and Governor Haley
Barbour:

I am adding my voice to the thousands of people of good
will who passionately request that you grant a pardon
posthumously to Clyde Kennard. If ever a person were
innocent of the charges leveled against them and
deserved such a pardon, it certainly is Kennard.

From 1970 to 1972, I was Assistant Professor of Political
Science at the University of Southern Mississippi.
During that time, I conducted extensive research about
the Kennard tragedy, giving lectures to groups as large as
350 USM students on October 27, 1971 about the
grotesque injustices repeatedly perpetuated against the
gentle Kennard.

Later, I wrote a book entitled, EXIT 13: OPPRESSION AND
RACISM IN ACADEMIA, published in 1982 by South End
Press of Boston. Chapter Three of the book is called,
"The Killing of Clyde Kennard," which is well
summarized by the headnote to the chapter:

"I have no doubt that Clyde Kennard's life and
martyrdom the most significant events of our age.

--Jacques Maritain, Catholic philosopher at
Princeton's Institute of Advanced Studies

The evidence is overwhelmingly conclusive that Kennard



was the victim of an interlocking system that was so’.
determined to keep him from desegregating the
University of Mississippi that it would resort to any
means necessary to achieve the goal. Clearly, the charges
against Kennard on September 15, 1959 for possession of
liquor, then illegal, in Mississippi, were a frame-up. The
magnitude of the problem that Mississippi authorities
felt that they faced was captured by Governor James P.
Coleman, who asserted, "If Clyde did reapply, they'd be
no alternative but to close the college."

Because there was a law in Mississippi that prohibited a
felon from being admitted to a state school, Mississippi
officials determined that Kennard had to be turned into
a felon. And so, on September 25, 1960, Johnny Lee
Roberts was enlisted to sell twenty-five dollars worth of
stolen chicken feed to Kennard, who was then sentenced
to the maximum of seven years at hard labor. Properly,
Medgar Evers, Mississippi field representative of the
NAACP, issued a statement calling Kennard's conviction,
"the greatest mockery of judicial justice...in a courtroom
of segregationists, apparently resolved to put Kennard
legally away."

Recently, Roberts, the only witness against Kennard for
being in possession of stolen chicken feed, recanted his
testimony in a sworn document. Nothing could be
clearer than Kennard's innocence of having any
knowledge that the chicken feed was stolen property.

Given the brutal treatment of Kennard in prison after he
developed cancer, a compelling case can be made, as I do
in my book, that Kennard effectively was Kkilled by the
state of Missisippi. Now, the only decent action that can
be taken by the State Parole Board is to grant Kennard a
full pardon. Kennard 's life cannot be restored; however,



his honorable legacy as a truly brave and magnanimous
individual can be preserved. I urge you, in the name of
humanity, to do the right thing. :

Sincerely yours,
Monte Piliawsky

Associate Professor
Wayne State Univesity






Prof. Ron Hollander
Fulbright Scholar
Journalism Coordinator
Montclair State University
Montclair, NJ 07043

April 7, 2006

Dear Honorable Governor Barbour and Esteemed Members
of the Mississippi Parole Board:

I am writing to urge fervently that you pardon Clyde Kennard, as the overwhelming body of
evidence now establishes unequivocally that he was not guilty of the petty crime for which he
was convicted in 1960.

As the first journalist to break nationally the tragic and morally searing story of Clyde Kennard
in The Reporter magazine of November 8, 1962 (copy enclosed), I am in a unique position to
speak to the miscarriage of justice perpetrated on this patently innocent man. I was on the scene
in Hattiesburg and Jackson, and as a reporter for the Mississippi Free Press who wrote a ground-
breaking series on the Kennard case in the summer of 1962, I interviewed many of the principals
while the case was still current in their minds.

These interviews included—most importantly—Johnny Lee Roberts, the state’s sole witness
against Kennard; Jess Brown, Kennard’s attorney; William D. McCain, president of then
Mississippi Southern College; and other local officials and members of Kennard’s family who
asked that their anonymity be preserved, a request I continue to honor 43 years later. In addition,
I had the benefit of lengthy visits with several of those leaders martyred in the struggle for civil
rights, including Medgar Evers and Vernon Dahmer, who knew Kennard and the intimate details
of the case from an insider’s perspective. I also had access to the actual transcripts of the trial
that had occurred only two years previous.

As my Reporter article showed what I believe is conclusively at the time—and as subsequent
events have only confirmed (including Johnny Lee Roberts’s recent recanting of his testimony
secured under pressure if not outright intimidation in those tense days of the early 1960s)—
Kennard was framed to prevent MSC’s being forced to accept his legitimate and totally qualified
application, as Governor J. P. Coleman described it then. As a professor, myself, at a state
university in New Jersey, I have some sense of the pressures facing MSC in that situation.

However, Kennard being found guilty in that legally dubious trial was only exceeded in
outrageousness by the heart-breakingly unjust sentence he received: Seven years in Parchman



for being an alleged accessory in the theft of $25 worth of chicken feed, or one year for each
$3.57 in stolen goods! As you know, the sentence surely had a deleterious effect on his health,
and perhaps contributed to his premature death.

In the intervening years since my Kennard reporting, I have had the warm pleasure of making
several trips to Mississippi, including one to do a lengthy article on the legendary and most
hospitable families of the Delta for Hearst’s flagship Town & Country magazine, to which I was
a contributing editor. At that time, I was impressed with how far the state had come in achieving
acceptance between Mississippians of different colors and histories. I particularly recall an Ole
Miss basketball game in which not only was the team integrated, but the cheer leading squad as
well, with students of different races and genders exhorting the hometown crowd. I was so
struck by the progress in equality and racial harmony that upon my return to the North, I
buttonholed everyone I knew to tell them, becoming a booster for Mississippi.

It is to boost Mississippi now that I urge you to pardon Clyde Kennard. I believe that as
Governor and as Parole Board members you have been given a gift many of us wish for, but few
ever receive: The chance to right a great wrong, to make amends for something we wish we had
done differently. Iunderstand, Governor, that your policy is not to issue pardons. However,
may I respectfully suggest that to pardon Clyde Kennard would not only clear his name, but that

of the state, as well.

What’s past is past, though as Mississippi’s great son, William Faulkner suggested, the past is
never done. Still, we do not have to be haunted by it, but can learn from it and go on.
Mississippi is a successful prime example of that. Pardoning Clyde Kennard would only put the

capstone on that progress.

Thank you deeply for considering my thoughts. IfI can help in any way, please do feel free to
reach me at (973) 667-9337, or at my email at hollanderr@mail.montclair.edu.

Sincerely,

Prof. Ron Hollander
‘Fulbright Scholar
Journalism Coordinator
Montclair State University
Montclair, NJ 07043
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March 24, 2006

Governor Haley Barbour
501 N. West Street
Governor's Office 15th Floor
Jackson, MS 39201

RE: Posthumous pardon for Mr. Clyde Kennard
Dear Governor Barbour,

Clyde Kennard was an advocate for racial equality in Mississippi in the 1950s and early 1960s.
That was a time when a progressive attitude toward race relations could be hazardous to a
person’s health and well being. Mrs. Medger Evers wrote about Mr. Kennard in her 1967 book,
For Us, The Living:

At 440 am. on Sunday, September 25, 1960, an illiterate nineteen-year-old
Negro, Johnny Lee Roberts, stole five bags of chicken feed worth twenty-five
dollars from the Forrest County Cooperative warehouse where he worked. He was
seen by the night watchman who made no attempt to stop him.

Roberts drove with the stolen feed to Clyde Kennard’s farm and put it in the
unlocked egghouse. He was arrested shortly afterward. By eight-thirty, Clyde had
been arrested though it was not until noon that police returned to Clyde’s farm to
search for the stolen feed. They found it....

... If Clyde could be shown to have been an accomplice in the theft, he could be
convicted as an accessory to burglary, a felony. For that, the testimony of Johnny
Lee Roberts would be necessary. It has rarely been difficult to provide such
testimony in Mississippi.

Clyde was charged with being an accessory, and at the trial Roberts testified that
the whole thing had been Clyde’s idea. He claimed that Clyde had paid him ten
dollars for he feed. Yet, on the witness stand, Roberts told a confused story of
when and how Clyde had suggested the burglary, a crucial point because it would"
establish whether or not the idea could possibly have come from Clyde. ...

There was, of coufse, no doubt in the minds of the twelve white men who made
up the jury. In ten minutes they returned a verdict of guilty for both Clyde and the



frightened Roberts. Judge Stanton A. Hall sentenced Clyde to the maximum of
seven years. He placed Roberts on probation for five years, leaving him free yet
under an obvious restraint against changing his story. The employer from whom
he had admitted stealing five bags of chicken feed promptly hired Roberts back.

... Medgar [Evers] publicly condemned the outcome as a mockery of justice.
Judge Hall declared Medgar in contempt of court and sentenced him to thirty days
in jail and a $100 fine. (220-221)

Clyde Kennard’s case remained out of the public eye for over forty years, until Jackson’s The
Clarion-Ledger published an investigative article on December 31, 2005. The information in that
and several follow-up articles revived the public’s interest in Mr. Kennard’s gross mistreatment
by the legal system. The interest generated by the articles also convinced Mr. Roberts to break
his decades of silence about his role. :

In a three-page sworn affidavit dated January 27, 2006, Mr. Roberts described how he had
routinely sold “sacks of the damaged chicken feed” to area farmers for “$2 a sack” that the co-op
“usually gave away” to him or sold to him “at a reduced rate.” One of the farmers Mr. Roberts
sold damaged feed to was Mr. Kennard. In his affidavit Mr. Roberts recanted his trial testimony:
“Kennard did not ask me to steal. Kennard did not ask me to break in to the co-op. Kennard did
not ask me to do anything illegal. Kennard is not guilty of burglary or any other crime.” Mr.
Roberts also stated: “Clyde had nothing to do with stealing the chicken feed. I believe that he
was arrested and sent to prison not because of the feed but because he was trying to go to
Southern.” (See attached Affidavit of Johnny Lee Roberts for all quotes.)

Mr. Robert’s testimony was the sole basis of Mr. Kennard’s 1960 prosecution and conviction. The
case against Mr. Kennard collapsed when Mr. Roberts voluntarily and unequivocally recanted his
trial testimony. Without Mr. Roberts as a witness, Mr. Kennard could not have been prosecuted.

Mr. Roberts’ recantation confirms what Mrs. Evers (now Evers-Williams) and many others have
known for four decades: Clyde Kennard was an innocent man wrongly convicted of a crime he
did not commit.

As indicated by Mr. Roberts’ affidavit, Mr. Kennard’s prosecution is widely ascribed to the
racist motivations of people wanting to prevent his enroliment at Mississippi Southern College
(now The University of Southern Mississippi). However, irrespective of the motives of those
involved, Mr. Kennard’s wrongful conviction, seven-year sentence and incarceration is ample
evidence that in his case the legal system was used to achieve an unjustifiable result.

One of your predecessors, Governor Ross Barnett, compassionately suspended Mr. Kennard’s
sentence in January 1963 after more than two years of imprisonment so he could die at home.
Even though he was only in his mid-30s, Mr. Kennard’s body was being ravaged by cancer. He
died on July 4, 1963, three weeks after his most vocal defender, Medgar Evers, was assassinated

in Jackson.



Considering Mississippi’s volatile political climate in 1963, one has to believe Governor Barnett
would not have taken the extraordinary step of ordering Mr. Kennard’s early release if he had
any mental reservations that Mr. Kennard was anything but innocent. That supposition is
supported by The Clarion-Ledger’s January 29, 2006, report that Governor Barnett’s daughter,
Ouida Barnett Atkins, claims her father acted as he did because he believed Mr. Kennard was in
fact innocent. She said her father “thought he was railroaded.”

In 1993, the late United States Supreme Court Chief Justice William Rehnquist wrote that a
governor’s power of executive clemency is an important bulwark against injustice:

Executive clemency has provided the “fail safe” in our criminal justice system. It
is an unalterable fact that our judicial system, like the human beings who
- administer it, is fallible. But history is replete with examples of wrongfully
convicted persons who have been pardoned in the wake of after-discovered
evidence establishing their innocence. (Herrera v. Collins, 506 U.S. 390 (1993))

Mr. Roberts has provided the “after-discovered evidence establishing [Clyde Kennard’s]
innocence” that Chief Justice Rehnquist suggested justifies a pardon. There are likely many
Mississippians deserving of consideration for executive clemency. However, Mr. Kennard is
historically prominent as one of the people who endeavored, at grave personal risk, to create an
environment in Mississippi of respect for racial, religious or ethnic differences. Mr. Kennard’s
good name and legacy have been unjustly stained for 46 years with a wrongful felony conviction.
Consequently, the granting of a posthumous pardon to Mr. Kennard on the basis of his actual
innocence would be a positive and proper exercise of executive clemency.

Medgar Evers’ wife wrote in For Us, The Living that he considered Mr. Kennard’s case to be
one of the most egregious involving a civil rights advocate in Mississippi. You have the power to
bring closure to the still open wound of Mr. Kennard’s treatment by Mississippi authorities. The
Justice Institute is hereby requesting and encouraging that you exercise your authority as
governor of the state of Mississippi and grant a full and unconditional posthumous pardon to Mr.
Clyde Kennard.

Respectfully submitted,

Hans Sherrer

President, The Justice Institute

Publisher, Justice: Denied — the magazine for the wrongly convicted
hsherrer@justicedenied.org

(206) 335-4254






Dear Attorney General Hood:

| knew Clyde Kennard, was one of the members of the
group to visit the Capital on 30 March 06, and appreciate
the step taken by the Governor on that day. | believe you
and Governor Barbour will work together to expedite this
‘request in a timely manner.

Mississippi is a great state. | chose to return to Hattiesburg
after living outside the state for over 21 years. | think we
have come a long way and | hope | can continue to help -
this wonderful place reach its optimal condition and live up - -
to its claim of being a state of Christian bellevers Justice -

for Clyde is a must.

| am writing to ask you to urge Governor Haley Barbour to -
order a full pardon and expungement of the record for
Clyde Kennard.

Thank You for your consideration.

Lt. Col. Raylawni G. Branch,
Retired, USAF Reserves,
Nurse Corp.






April 7, 2006

The Honorable Haley Barbour
Governor, State of Mississipi

Dear Governor Barbour:

In my book, Local People: The Struggle for Civil Rights in Mississippi, I wrote that “The case

of Clyde Kennard was, in many respects, the most tragic of the decade.” Kennard was the victim
not of night-riding Klansmen, but of Mississippi officials, both elected and appointed. In the
process of applying for admission to Mississippi Southern College he met with its president,
William D. McCain, who pretended to befriend him while Governor J.P. Coleman and the
leaders of the State Sovereignty Commission worked behind the scenes to dissuade him. When
these efforts failed, Kennard was arrested on a trumped-up charge of illegal possession of
alcohol (he did not drink) and a year later—as we all now know—convicted on another false
charge and sentenced to seven years in Parchman Penitentiary.

. While at Parchman, Kennard was put to work from sunup to sundown on the penitentiary’s :
cotton plantation. On Sundays he wrote letters for illiterate inmates and set up classes to teach -
- reading and writing. Early in 1962 he was diagnosed with cancer, and operated on by doctors at
the University of Mississippi Medical Center, who recommended that he be paroled “because of
the extremely poor prognosis in this rather young patient.” Neither the parole board nor . - ==
Governor Ross Barnett responded. Kennard was returned to Parchman and literally dragged out
to work in the fields each day. Prison authorities even canceled an appointment for a medical
checkup. o

After a national protest initiated by Tougaloo College students Joyce and Dorie Ladner,
Governor Barnett ordered Kennard’s release, well aware that unfavorable national publicity
would accompany news that Kennard had died in Parchman. Kennard immediately went to
Chicago, where he underwent emergency surgery for his malignancy. It was too late. When his
friend John Howard Griffin visited him in the hospital he was shocked to see that Kennard had
wasted away. Kennard told Griffin that he was not bitter over what had happened to him and
that it all would have been worthwhile “if only it would show this country where racism leads.”
Then he sadly concluded, “But the people aren’t going to know it, are they?” Clyde Kennard
died in Chicago at age 36 on the Fourth of July, 1963.

Governor Barbour, I urge you to issue an order of executive clemency for Clyde Kennard.
Such action will not right the wrong, for nothing we can do or say now can erase that stain on
our history. But in so doing you will send a clear message that the state of Mississippi is
. officially recognizing that a great injustice was done to this good and courageous man nearly a

half century ago. .
. Sincerely,

John Dittmer
Professor Emeritus of History
DePauw University
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Dear Mr. Ban'y Bradford

‘Thank you so much for yoar laudable work in lifting up
Clyde, a freedom ﬁghter, S

1 did. not know Clyde, but we come from the same cloth. My
Movement activities durmg the 19603 were in Alabama.

‘However, 1 msh to lend my voice to the call for a pardon for
Clyde Kennard,

It is the en’ly'human and decent thing to do to clear his name.
The state should not only extend the pardon, but the state should
also beg the pardons of Clyde Kennard's family for falsely incar-
cerating him which led to his untimely death.
Sincerely yours,
Gwendolyn M. Patton

N.B.: Please feel free toadd thxs letter to the letters you are
sending to Governor Haley Barbour






Open Letter to Governor Haley Barbour

Dear Governor Barbour:

As a now retired nonagenarian physician whom Clyde Kennard consulted when he came
to Hattiesburg seeking admission to graduate school at the University of Southern
Mississippi, I was impressed by his intelligence, pleasant demeanor and reasonable desire
to enroll at USM, enabling him to continue tending his small chicken farm and caring for
his elderly mother while furthering his education.

He spoke of his hope that he, with love for Mississippi might become the first of his race
to join the student body, with peace and good will all around.

Time has proved his innocence of all charges against him, and he has long since died —
leaving his family and friends in a morass of emotions, few of which could be pleasant.

I feel impelled to speak to this sad contretemps:

When, if not now should the State of Mississippi expunge all court records of charges
against this law-abiding and promising young citizen who suffered such great wrong at
our hands?

When, if not now should we apologize to his family and friends for the years of pain they
have endured? ‘

When, if not now should we examine our own hearts for traces of intolerance that might
yet impede the upward course of Authentic Humanity and eschew them forever?

Shalom!

Glen Pearson

11Waverly Walk
Hattiesburg, MS 39402
1-601-268-6346 (home)
1-601-310-3320 (cell)
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April 6, 2006

The Honorable Haley Barbour
Governor, State of Mississippi
Governor's Office, 15th Floor
501 N. West Street

Jackson, Mississippi 39201

Dear Govemof Barbour:

We, the Innocence Network, a collection of 33 organizations from around the United
States, Australia, and Canada who represent individuals who have been wrongfully convicted of
crimes, are writing to urge you to grant posthumously a full pardon based on actual innocence to
Clyde Kennard, a man whose only "crime" was that he wanted to become the first black man to
enroll in the University of Southern Mississippi in Hattiesburg

It is our understanding that the Mississippi Supreme Court has ruled that the state's post
conviction remedies, even for claims based upon actual innocence, are not available to persons
who are deceased. In a related context, the United States Supreme Court, in Herrera v. Collins,
506 U.S. 390 (1993), in an opinion written by the late Supreme Court Chief Justice William
Rehnquist, described the governor's power of executive clemency as the "fail safe" option in our
criminal justice system and noted that "history is replete with examples of wrongfully convicted
persons who have been pardoned in the wake of after-discovered evidence establishing their
innocence." Based on our extensive experience studying wrongful conviction cases and
representing innocent persons who have been wrongfully convicted, we believe that you, as
Governor, should use this "fail safe" option to pardon Kennard.

Clyde Kennard was convicted of the burglary of $25 worth of chicken feed taken from
the Forrest County, Mississippi Co-op based almost exclusively on the testimony of a young man
named Johnny Lee Roberts. Roberts testified in 1960 that Kennard met with him prior to the
burglary and told him how to leave the door open at the Co-op so as to steal the chicken feed
without having to break into the building. According to Roberts, he delivered the feed to
Kennard and was paid $10 for five bags of feed. An all-white jury convicted Kennard as an
accessory to burglary and the trial judge gave Kennard the maximum seven-year sentence at hard
labor in state prison. Roberts pled guilty and was given a suspended sentence

While in prison, Kennard contracted intestinal cancer. He was misdiagnosed with sickle
cell anemia and forced to return to work, picking cotton from sunup to sundown. As Kennard's
condition worsened, Governor Ross Barnett relented to public pressure to grant Kennard an
emergency medical clemency in January 1963. Efforts to stop the spread of cancer failed and
Kennard ultimately died on July 4, 1963.

Now 45 years later, in conversation with Jerry Mitchell, a reporter for the Clarion Ledger,
and in an affidavit provided to attorneys at the Center on Wrongful Convictions, Roberts has
recanted his trial testimony. According to the affidavit, Roberts now states that "Kennard did not
ask me to steal. Kennard did not ask me to break into the co-op. Kennard did not ask me to do

£/0 NORTH GAROUNA CENTER ON ACTUAL INNOCENCE * P.0. BOX 52445 + SHANNON PLAZA STATION + DURHAM, NC 27717-2448 WWW NNOCENCENETWORK ORE
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anything illegal. Kennard is not guilty of burglary or any other crime." The truth, according to
Roberts, is that he has decided on his own to take some damaged feed, which the owners of the
co-op gave to him for free, to sell to Kennard because the co-op was cutting off Kennard and he
was in danger of losing his farm.

In many of our wrongful convictions cases, we see recantations given by accomplices or
others who erroneously fingered innocent defendants. Invariably, like Roberts, these witnesses
are pressured into testifying with the very real threat of a prison sentence. It often takes years for
these witnesses to come to terms with what they did and to make amends. Roberts should be
commended for having the courage to try to rectify this miscarriage of justice, even if it took him
45 years to do so. The simple truth is that it would have been dangerous to him and his family to
have come forward in the days and years after Kennard's conviction as Mississippi continued to
strongly resist efforts at desegregation.

Governor Barbour -- you have already shown that Mississippi is open to making amends
for its role in the Clyde Kennard tragedy. Your proclamation naming March 30 "Clyde Kennard
Day" and your statement that "if [Clyde] were living, he would be entitled to have his rights
restored" have gone a long way toward cleansing the state's sins in this case and restoring
Kennard to his rightful place as a hero of Mississippi's struggle for racial equality. But full
justice should not be denied to Clyde Kennard simply because he is no longer alive. And I hope
you agree that justice in this case demands nothing less than an absolute and unconditional
pardon based on actual innocence. Other governors have pardoned innocents posthumously and
we call upon you to do so for Mr. Kennard.

On behalf of the Innocence Network,

" Uhoons 5 owman

Theresa Newman
Co-President
Innocence Network
919/613-7133

Member Organizations of the Innocence Network

ARIZONA

ARIZONA JUSTICE PROJECT
Larry Hammond
Chair
Arizona Attorneys for Criminal Justice
2929 North Central Avenue, Suite 2100
Phoenix, AZ 85012

NORTHERN ARIZONA JUSTICE PROJECT
Robert Schehr
Director
Northern Arizona University
Department of Criminal Justice
P.O. Box 15005
Flagstaff, AZ 86011-5005
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AUSTRALIA

GRIFFITH UNIVERSITY INNOCENCE PROJECT
Lynne Weathered
Executive Director
Griffith Law School
Parklands Drive GU PMB 50
Gold Coast Mail Centre, QLD 9726

UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE INNOCENCE PROJECT
Vanessa Stafford
Director
University of Melbourne Law School
185 Pelham Street
Carlton, Melbourne VIC 3040

CALIFORNIA

CALIFORNIA & HAWAI'I INNOCENCE PROJECT
Justin Brooks '
Professor and Project Director
Institute for Criminal Defense Advocacy
California Western School of Law
225 Cedar Street
San Diego, CA 92101

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA INNOCENCE PROJECT
Kathleen Ridolfi
Executive Director
Santa Clara University Law School
500 El Camino Real
Santa Clara, CA 95053-0422

CANADA

ASSOCIATION IN DEFENSE OF THE WRONGLY CONVICTED (AIDWYC)
Lon Rose ’
85 King Street East, Suite 318
Toronto, Ontario M5C 1G3

DELAWARE

OFFICE OF THE PUBLIC DEFENDER, STATE OF DELAWARE
Lisa Schwind
Forensic Services and Education Coordinator
Carvel State Building
820 French Street, 3rd Floor
Wilmington, DE 19801
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

MID-ATLANTIC INNOCENCE PROJECT
Shawn Armbrust
Executive Director
4801 Massachusetts Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20016

FLORIDA

FLORIDA INNOCENCE INITIATIVE
Jennifer Greenberg
Executive Director
1720 S. Gadsen Street Suite 207
Tallahassee, FL 32301

GEORGIA

GEORGIA INNOCENCE PROJECT
Aimee Maxwell
Executive Director
730 Peachtree Street, NE, Suite 705
Atlanta, GA 30308

IDAHO

IDAHO INNOCENCE PROJECT
Greg Hampikian
Executive Director
Boise State University-
Mail Stop 1500
1910 University Drive
Boise, ID 83725-1500

ILLINOIS

CENTER ON WRONGFUL CONVICTIONS
Rob Warden
Executive Director
Northwestern University School of Law
357 East Chicago Avenue
Chicago, IL 60611

DOWNSTATE ILLINOIS INNOCENCE PROJECT
Larry Golden
Co-Director
University of Illinois at Springfield
Center for Legal Studies
P.O. Box 19243
Springfield, IL 62794
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MEDILL INNOCENCE PROJECT -
David Protess
Executive Director
Medill School of Journalism
Northwestern University
1845 Sheridan Road
Evanston, IL 60208

INDIANA

I.U. SCHOOL OF LAW CLINIC, WRONGFUL CONVICTION COMPONENT
Fran Hardy
Executive Director
Indiana University School of Law
530 West New York Street
Indianapolis, IN 46202

IOWA

IOWA/NEBRASKA INNOCENCE PROJECT
Tom Lustgraaf
P.O. Box 24183
Omaha, NE 68124-0183

KENTUCKY

KENTUCKY INNOCENCE PROJECT
Gordon Rahn
Director
Department of Public Advocacy
P.O. Box 555
Eddyville, KY 42038

LOUISIANA

INNOCENCE PROJECT NEW ORLEANS
Emily Maw
Director
636 Baronne Street
New Orleans, LA 70113

MASSACHUSETTS

NEW ENGLAND INNOCENCE PROJECT
Jennifer Chunias
NEIP Board member and Executive Coordinator
Partner, Goodwin Procter LLP
Exchange Pl, 53 State Street
Boston, MA 02109
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- MICHIGAN

COOLEY INNOCENCE PROJECT
Norman Fell
. Director
300 S. Capitol Ave. P.O. Box 13038
Lansing, MI 48901

MINNESOTA

INNOCENCE PROJECT OF MINNESOTA
Erika Applebaum
Executive Director
1536 Hewitt Avenue
St. Paul, MN 55104 -

MISSOURI

MIDWESTERN INNOCENCE PROJECT
Ken Miller
Executive Director
6320 Brookside Plaza, #1500
Kansas City, MO 64113

NEW YORK

BARBARA C. SALKEN CRIMINAL JUSTICE CLINIC
Adele Bernhard
Associate Professor of Law
Pace University Law School
78 North Broadway
White Plains, NY 10603

SECOND LOOK PROGRAM
William Hellerstein
Professor of Law
Brooklyn Law School
250 Joralemon Street, Room 901
Brooklyn, NY 11201

THE INNOCENCE PROJECT
Maddy deLone
Executive Director

Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law at Yeshiva University

100 Fifth Avenue, 3rd Floor
New York, NY 10011-6903
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NORTH CAROLINA

NORTH CAROLINA CENTER ON ACTUAL INNOCENCE

OHIO

LOIS AND RICHARD ROSENTHAL INSTITUTE FOR JUSTICE/OHIO INNOCENCE PROJECT

Theresa Newman
President

PO Box 52446

Shannon Plaza Station
Durham, NC 27717-2446

Mark Godsey

Faculty Director and Associate Professor of Law

University of Cincinnati
College of Law

PO Box 210040

Cincinnati, OH 45221-0040

PENNSYLVANIA

INNOCENCE INSTITUTE AT POINT PARK UNIVERSITY

TEXAS

Bill Moushey
Executive Director
Point Park University

Innocence Institute of Point Park University

201 Wood Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15222

TEXAS CENTER FOR ACTUAL INNOCENCE

Bill Allison

Director ]

University of Texas School of Law
727 East Dean Keeton Street
Austin, TX 78705

TEXAS INNOCENCE NETWORK

UTAH

David Dow

Director

University of Houston Law Center
100 Law Center

Houston, TX 77204-6060

ROCKY MOUNTAIN INNOCENCE CENTER

Katie Monroe
Executive Director (as of July 06)
358 South 700 East, B235
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Salt Lake City, UT 84102
'WASHINGTON

INNOCENCE PROJECT NORTHWEST CLINIC
Jackie McMurtrie
Director
University of Washington School of Law
William H. Gates Hall, Suite 265
P.O. Box 85110
Seattle, WA 89145-1110

WISCONSIN

WISCONSIN INNOCENCE PROJECT
Keith Findley
Director
University of Wisconsin-Madison
975 Bascom Mall
Madison, WI 53706
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Felo 22, 2006
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We, the undersigned, request Attorney General Jim Hood to do everything in his power to
exonerate Clyde Kennard, who was wrongfully convicted of burglary in 1960 as a result of
attempting to become the first African American student at The University of Southemn

Mississippi.

Date Printed Name Address © Signature
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Exsneradim - Hood

We, the undersigned, request Attorney General Jim Hood to do everything in his power to exonerate
Clyde Kennard, who was wrongfully convicted of burglary in 1960 as a result of attempting to become
_the first African American student at The University of Southern Mississippi.
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We, the undersigned, request Attorney General Jim Hood to do everyihing in his power to exonerate
Clyde Kennard, who was wrongfully convicted of burglary in 1960 as a result of attempting to become
the first African American student at The University of Southern Mississippi.
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We, the undersigned, request Attorney General Jim Hood to do everything in his power to exonerate
Clyde Kennard, who was wrongfully convicted of burglary in 1960 as a result of attempting to become
the first African American student at The University of Southern Mississippi.

Date Printed Name Address _ Signature
0245 \S)ieao %rag Hg co]%e Jwe # i, Y w;,a@ A.@@%
2706 Sam Broton - 0% S. I5th Ave. 3940) £

245 Lesle Harelgon 2.00 Buk6apiekd #1402 Riadupiaaiaan

2- 15 \iedmioSmida Botler 728 Tk PaceF 39402 e iy=BIE—
205 Jac// Lowprepne e 2L 0 rgg havea il & 3 MW

ﬂmﬁ@gﬁﬁ;mwwmw@ﬂl Soadt=
Hs Qf{hfl Burgnitl gyg Lichbrog bFL il buganne
746 QKA Diypn L Lb\\raco\mvwﬂ?/ll ' (
ai_,l_‘&m»‘a_&hﬂb ZB_E\__b_'L_Ap\*_‘i;Si‘H West TN e A N J

| JI-75 Do Sheibe Tohow 1T 2ollere Dene @;\ A Q-M\N
745 tﬂoenf‘w‘ﬂ Mowtin 2478 W ?’"j MZH@M% 149 /A/\QJF—\—_

145 Aron watking 125 Narpaee Dve Pebd [ /c%\;

1S Ohitcon Bonis. 1000, &M AmLWL
8B Gubsiva W Fed 211 0-35Fo Apt#T ¢ Mw‘//@d

A5~ Aoy | Noves  Foa Lavamie Girdo AL,\U,SL
9»"«\ Julinng NJA}\ Mibm, 55 Hawe §- H [)uﬂ y
2/15 TohnC. Meofer’ 2315 /”dfrmu 5 L? bug \
2//5 fq,@a/a. %a/—’géf(? 201 V34rh qve Qpl ? (ﬂ

ﬁ[ﬁ%%&'_@QMMﬂﬁm_j%%&Mﬁ
2fts _ Coralie Rose 16 . 32% ave Al 21401 %Q,Q

allS Yirl Devczul-_ 1\ & Cotivge \)Y"ﬁtX(\@? '-MA/VK'BJM’\Y,,




Tim How

Date Printed Name Address Signature | ' L PrH’éYM
Guide oy YT VV, 66"/\9//

/5 Qasey Holcembe,  HiBug, Mae 39401 Caaey LdCormle

022[5 Mé{/ﬂ 364&/76/" . r““é‘ﬂ?f .
25 Jede mmlm?”%w kg
’Z:\l M\M S Hu(,;tdlggmg% o d
?S
M.L[)Ql_& U5 Exoadv\ldMDr [} &P(S&’L}m -D(l,{/u

9 \6 O\Mﬂ\\f\w
a5 Renrtg/iithy 1

l mm «', 'gﬁ?@g, \
Vs A Wordey 35582 %g

217 ?)ﬁ’rl’l\U\\\(s& Ao é\ms&.\.\w;ﬁiz_tz

P Shore Mipkent IOO},:-:‘ ?:a;%::\ue
- ( n S0
245 Nie oo & BN A

Doy (/3!’ -
%Z Sl P €
3? bdr(’!"“\M 3‘77‘

e Lt vt WS e o & \(wlloc

2/’5\ pam(/ //a/ﬂt’kf KZ,%MGWLWM Z‘V‘///M

1 mé: Jm.nCoBZ_z’
'.,2@]{—; Af\m ﬂé&le (€148 Ptz %% :

215 Sk Btets " i ¥ o Bonfo boteTe

tos Ress BAJ +

,2{//5 FA’,A?wJ Mol MBI s ?Wﬁ/
/15 Collen C r;flll:‘f m(ﬂf(fﬂ,m o / /4&0&\

/5 C"""’Fﬂ";)’mﬁhbomm ("ngwz;f:’\;ﬁ':;‘ltzlob M%
7 | 7 / Ny S—

1&




/ etkon Yo (Goveror /éwbcmf

Date  Printed Name Address Signature

Z2-15  \igpiaSvith-Rofler 22 ;K Plaod®ll Vo le=RiAsS

2-(5 Tock Lawrence 302 ald Bropthayen smer 45 MW
215 Ehoni Garcet 120 Rerdy s B 4 Lhow s%mbs(f'
1S Nyba Riegmnd 193 bibinegbd 7. Tifln 5en s
119 @fra Db 1% Calege

1S y W2 tuog . ¥NES @owu\ar Cowe

,Qvlb e o Sokee (IR C»L{@{,L Dhs
S - FmiMahn 24 W SR /‘%A/\oﬁ&\
275 Jobn Lk 119 co/,,)eﬂ@ 1.4

Z,/g 4 Aaﬂm Ua_/ﬁéﬂﬂ /Zg M).:w-« p” /% M

215 aius Fogd ol 0. 355427 Mwu\%@%
QIZ@/ Ayw/ L %)/KQ 2202 La@ne G ’Mz , §
- 2/15 John C. M?J[‘af 2 Mcdinis 3. C,

Q/,5 (?Ma/g,oéam 201 ) 3‘/7hm‘i\ap{ 1 ' (DW/’M%’/

O Ve, _ . IV, S
AL lf’ 2l [0S Doleac Drat Mlﬂﬁﬂ@%
[/
Q,/i; CO_ra]xi ﬂo..lﬂ- @2’ 16 “';Z“D&W ﬂbﬂg‘ﬂ"

AllS  ¥amn Danczyle 119 Cclieq< Dﬁgg‘”‘ m%\
U eute Nuy alg Wier&
2 /I’§ Cqse& Holcombe. R/'Gacy NS 3%ug)

®e  Jrdae {;%md 10 glye Gally
H+HS Y ™ Vo




/Qﬁ‘ﬁ(ﬁbm_ Lo (00V/€r nor ga/bgm/

Date Printed Name Address ~ Signature

Petol ;ms,
[ r:t*l(

fgo(' CAC]

9‘/[')/ Mol [MV‘WWGMCP%Q?JZ ?mm&w\auﬂa“m
131 Dok Run br . fyeter

25 QM’CF,\IWG\/ Wbuea o372
DS Shecem MAchelt Q;,m‘s_\zé%ms _QMW

1A Rayn 5%M&QMQM»JMW‘>/ 7
2745 ﬂﬂ ‘:ﬂf /-V-77’ /{‘Jﬁ%gfyﬂfk/q?/

‘ _AZ.A[__ /ﬁ rroc b devnsrd de 1759

215 pc?#n'&/ A lg e ;’ﬂ%f/:’z}}q fane 7 acl 7y 4e /ﬁf/ﬁ-&-«@gf‘

7 MESistin (o, 2

‘ ‘; Ezmbmn,msm /—)ﬂ}:j‘hﬂ»w '
;‘:3 -AM( Ka_ v( Hhﬂesb‘”i s ko DA— S(’{LQ—‘R
i 2 1651 ’Zsss B/ua»( 4# ca &}/N‘EU QJ
)//5 ¢ fober s ﬁ@l Xﬂs VEWS ;{-mg 3ol éw/w/&w(
i J lor (rotticds  Toldanes S
lber Cratbicds  [inticly s ey [ (o (e

2204 w TMST* 6

' ZZii Ef»: a‘ﬁfr&i iﬁfamﬂ buwa. MS 33441 /
' !{5 & N /} 303 oowu« IE‘““{](UM =

Z/ (5~ Svatia ""“Wauww. %’Z(d (“Wb'fl«(pr : MC‘W&?L&;
Y)S Dk #lae bl w15 Db /o5
PO-Boxelés G

2015 Jennifey Beaver s s e




We, the undersigﬂed, request Governor Haley Barbour to pardon Clyde Kennard, who was-
wrongfully convicted of burglary in 1960 as a result of attempting to become the first African

American student at The University of Southern Mississippi.
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‘We, the undersigned, request Governor Haley Barbour to pardon Clyde Kennard, who was wrongfully
convicted of burglary in 1960 as a result of attempting to become the first African American student at
The University of Southern Mississippi.
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We, the undersigned, request Governor Haley Barbour to pardon Clyde Kennard, who was wrongfully
convicted of burglary in 1960 as a result of attempting to become the first Afncan Amencan student at
The University of Southern MlSSlSSlppl
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We, the undersigned, request Governor Haley Barbour to pardon Clyde Kennard, who was wrongfully
convicted of burglary in 1960 as a result of attempting to become the first African American student at

The University of Southern Mississippi.
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Kennard: A measure of justice in tragic case
It's far too little and it's certainly far too late. But it was a good first step.

The family of Clyde Kennard was given a small measure of justice by the 1
Mississippi Legislature and by Gov. Haley Barbour as the 2006 regular
session drew to a close this week.

The Mississippi Senate on Thursday passed a resolution honoring
Kennard's legacy and his role in the Mississippi civil rights movement. In
the House, where a similar resolution had already passed, lawmakers on
Thursday circulated a petition that supports the legal exoneration of
Kennard.

Barbour issued a proclamation on Thursday declaring March 31 as "Clyde
" Kennard Day" in Mississippi, a proclamation that read in part: "There is .

. compelling evidence that Clyde Kennard was not guilty of the crime for
WhICh he was convicted; and if he were living, would be entitled to have his nghts restored, and, were he still |
(Kennard's) rights would have been restored during this Administration."”

Kennard first tried to enroll at then-segregated Mississippi Southern College in 1956, but was repeatedly denies

Kennard attempted to enroll at USM after serving four years in the Army. He was immediately arrested on reck
and possession of whiskey charges. Those charges were later thrown out by the Mississippi Supreme Court, bu
was in 1959 convicted of purchasing chicken feed he allegedly knew to be stolen.

A year into his seven-year prison sentence, he was diagnosed with intestinal cancer. Then-Gov. Ross Barnett, |
Kennard's illness, gave him an early release in 1963. Kennard later died in 1963 in Chicago on his way to emer

surgery.

Clarion-Ledger investigative reporter Jerry Mitchell reported in 2005 that Johnny Lee Roberts, the key witness |
against Kennard in his 1960 burglary conviction, confirmed that Kennard was not involved in the burglary upor
conviction was based.

Clyde Kennard's tragic death - directly related to his attempts to integrate a public university in Mississippi ~
disgrace. Resolutions and proclamations don't erase the stain of Kennard's death, but these recent gestures of
prove that he ultimately did not die in vain.

He changed this state for the better.

http://www.clarionledger.com/apps/pbcs.dil/article? AID=/20060401/OPINION01/604010... ~ 4/12/2006
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Would-be trailblazer should be pardoned

U.S. Rep. Chip Pickering, R-Miss., has joined the chorus of voices
calling for belated justice in the case of Clyde Kennard, whose efforts
to integrate the University of Southern Mississippi resulted in his false
imprisonment.

The case for a posthumous pardon of Kennard, who died of cancer In
1963, Is “clear-cut,” according to Pickering. The congressman is right,
and we commend his willingness to speak out. Now, If only Gov.
Haley Barbour will listen.

Kennard, after refusing to abandon his quest to become the first
black student at USM, was rallroaded by a corrupt Mississippl power
structure and sent to Parchman for a crime he didn‘t commit. Johnny
Roberts, the man on whose testimony Kennard'’s conviction was
entirely based, now admits that he lied when he told a jury that
Kennard put him up to stealing $25 in chicken feed.

Kennard, a decorated Korean War veteran, spent his last years on
this earth picking cotton on a Delta prison farm — clearly the victim
of a morally bankrupt judicial system that was a willing participant in
the state’s effort to preserve segregation at all costs. That same
judicial system — which, like the rest of Mississippl, has been much
enlightened over the past four decades — now has a chance to right a
wrong.

“He was an innocent man, wrongly convicted,” Pickering said of
Kennard.

Under the state Constitution, pardon powers rest solely with the
governor, whose staff has said he has no plans to exonerate Kennard.
Barbour’s proposed alternative — to recognize Kennard’s family in
some way — is insufficlent.

Nothing short of a full pardon will clear Kennard’s name and correct a
gross miscarriage of justice.

2 8 ¢

¢ Click to discuss this story with other readers on our forums.

Resources

& Print this story
&3 E-maill this story
£ Discuss this story

More from the Editorials section

Take a break from tuition hikes

It's time to fill the information vacuum
Adoption incentive

Inactipn marks legislative session

Enough crawfishing on juvenile center
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Clyde Kennard, a young man who tried to integrate Mississippi Southern College, now known as the University of Southern
Mississippi, has been dead for nearly 43 years. His burglary conviction for alleged involvement in the theft of some chicken
feed goes all the way back to 1960. .

Why are Kennard and his criminal record still making headlines more than four decades later?

- Because Mississippi still hasn't figured out an easy way to correct what was a blatant miscarriage of justice, a fraud
designed to keep Mississippi Southern's student body lily white.

The state's star witness has changed his story, saying Kennard had no role in the crime.

But that hasn't been enough to move the state Supreme Court or Gov. Haley Barbour.

The high court last week declined to overtum Kennard's conviction, largely on procedural grounds.

And Barbour's office said the govemor has no plans to pardon Kennard, who served with distinction in the Korean War.
It's time to move on.

Governor should step in

Kennard's bogus conviction was largely because of Johnny Lee Roberts' testimony. Roberts, then 19, testified that Kennard,
33, put him up to breaking into the Forrest County Co-op to steal $25 in feed. Roberts, in sworn statements, now says that
Kennard never asked him to steal or do anything illegal.

The easiest way to put this behind us lies with Barbour. If anyone was ever worthy of a pardon, it is Kennard.
Barbour, unfortunately, doesn't seem to be interested in justice - at least in Kennard's case.

It was former Hinds County Chancery Judge Chet Dillard who filed the motion to vacate Kennard's conviction. Dillard said he
plans to appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court, which would likely be a waste of time.

Mississippi's high court, in an 8-0 ruling, said Dillard lacked standing, based his motion on civil instead of criminal rules and
that post conviction relief applies only to prisoners currently in jail. .

Heed Smith's direction
There was, however, some encouraging language in the Supreme Court's order, signed by Chief Justice Jim Smith.-

"Finally, the court finds that although there may be alternative remedies available, the law affords no relief through the
instant motion,” said the order dated Feb. 17. "Accordingly, the court finds that this motion is not properly before this court,
and that the motion should therefore be dismissed.”

There may be alternative remedies available? This motion is not properly before this court?

Reading between the lines, it sounds as if the court may be interested in considering an appeal in the Kennard case, as long
as it is the appropriate motion and it gets to justices in the proper manner.

This should be an invitation to everyone remotely interested in clearing Kennard's name, justice in general or Mississippi's
reputation.

* It would be nice and simple if Barbour just did the right thing by Kennard and his family.
But since that seems unlikely, let's heed Smith's direction from the court.

-To contact metro columnist Eric Stringfellow, call (601) 961-7236 or e-mail estringfellow@clarionledger.com.

Copyright (c) The Clarion-Ledger. All rights reserved. Reproduced with the permission of Gannett Co., Inc. by NewsBank, inc.

20f2 ' 4/6/2006 1:34 PM



