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Sixteenth Annual Northwestern Conference on  
Antitrust Economics and Competition Policy 

 

Friday, September 20, 2024—Saturday, September 21, 2024 
 

Northwestern Pritzker School of Law 
Wieboldt Hall #147 

339 E. Chicago Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60611 

 
Sponsored by Compass Lexecon 

 
 
 
Friday, September 20th  
 
7:45-8:15  Registration and Continental Breakfast (1st floor of Wieboldt Hall) 
   
8:15-8:30  Welcome and Introduction (Wieboldt Hall #147) 
   William P. Rogerson, Department of Economics, Northwestern University 
   Dennis Carlton, Compass Lexecon 
 
8:30-9:30  The Competitive Effects of Search Engine Defaults 

Erik Hovenkamp, Cornell Law School 
Discussant: Justin Johnson, Johnson Graduate School of Management, Cornell 
University 

 
9:30-10:00  Break 
 
10:00-11:00  Sources of Market Power in Web Search: Evidence from a Field Experiment  

(with Hunt Alcott, Matthew Gentzkow, Leon Musloff, and Tobias Salz) 
   Juan Camilo Castillo, Department of Economics, University of Pennsylvania 
   Discussant: Steve Tadelis, Haas School of Business, University of California Berkeley 
 
11:00-11:30  Break   
 
11:30-12:30  Painful Bargaining: Evidence from Anesthesia Rollups (with Aslihan Asil, Paulo Ramos, 

and Amanda Starc) 
   Thomas Wollmann, University of Chicago Booth School of Business 
   Discussant:  Leemore Dafny, Harvard Business School 
 
 
 
12:30-2:00  Lunch (Buffett in WB #440/Lunch in WB #540) 
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Keynote Address: Improving Antitrust Through Economics:  The UK Experience 
Mike Walker, Chief Economic Adviser, Competition and Markets Authority 

2:00-3:00 Acquihiring for Monopsony Power (with Justin Johnson and Volker Nocke) 
Heski Bar-Isaac, University of Toronto; and Special Economic Advisor for Digital and 
Platform Markets at the Canadian Competition Bureau 
Discussant: Ellen Muir, MIT Sloan School of Management 

3:00- 3:30 Break 

3:30-4:30 Collusion through Common Leadership (with Alejandro Herrera-Caicedo and Jessica 
Jeffers) 
Elena Prager, Simon Business School, University of Rochester 
Discussant: Andrew Sweeting,  Department of Economics, University of Maryland 

4:30-5:00 Break 

5:00-6:30 Panel on “Overseeing Big Tech: Antitrust vs. Regulation” 

Moderator:  Howard Shelanski, Georgetown University 

Panelists: Michael Katz, Haas School of Business, University of California, 
Berkeley 
Nathan Miller, Chief Economist, Antirust Division, U.S. Department of 
Justice 
Fiona Scott Morton, Yale School of Management 
Mike Walker Chief Economic Advisor, Competition and Markets 
Authority (CMA), UK 

6:30-7:30 

7:30 

Cocktail Reception (1st floor Wieboldt Hall) 

Dinner (Buffett in  WB #440/Lunch in WB #540) 

Keynote Address: Consumer Protection and Competition Policy in the Modern 
Economy  
Aviv Nevo, University of Pennsylvania, Department of Economics (on leave as Director, 
Bureau of Economics, Federal Trade Commission) 
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Saturday, September 21st 
 
8:00-8:30  Continental Breakfast (1st floor of Wieboldt Hall) 
     
8:30-9:30  Optimal Opaqueness: Multi-Product Monopoly Pricing Without Contractual Restrictions 
   (with Ellen Muir) 
   Simon Loertscher, Department of Economics, University of Melbourne 

Discussant: Volker Nocke, University of Manheim  
 
9:30-10:00  Break  
 
10:00-11:00  Streaming and Bundling in Television (with Matthew Gentzkow and Chuan Yu) 
   Ali Yurukoglu, Graduate School of Business, Stanford University 
   Discussant: Gautam Gowrisankaran, Department of Economics, Columbia University 
 
 
11:00-11:30  Break  
 
11:30-12:30  Algorithmic Coercion with Faster Pricing (with Zach Y. Brown) 
   Alexander MacKay, Department of Economics, University of Virginia 
   Discussant: Matthew Leisten, U.S. Federal Trade Commission 
 
12:30   Adjourn (Box Lunches Available in WB #540)   


