
 
 

Call for Papers 
 

Conference on Empirical Legal Studies 
October 2-3, 2026 

 
The 2026 Conference on Empirical Legal Studies (CELS) is now accepting 
submissions. CELS will consider empirical papers spanning all areas of empirical legal 
studies. Authors are encouraged to submit works-in-progress; however, submissions 
should be completed drafts that include principal results. Submitted papers must be 
unpublished and expected to be unpublished at the time of the conference. 
 
The paper submission deadline has been extended to Monday, June 22, 2026 (11:59 
PM Central Daylight Time). The deadline will not be extended further. There is no charge 
for submissions. 
 
To submit a paper, please visit https://editorialexpress.com/cgi-
bin/conference/conference.cgi?action=login&db_name=CELS2026. We encourage 
preregistration of all experiments, and encourage all authors to make their data, scripts, 
and code publicly available upon publication to the extent your methodology permits. We 
welcome replication studies and papers that develop and demonstrate empirical methods. 
 
Papers are selected through a peer-review process. If accepted, authors will have an 
opportunity to submit a revised draft prior to the conference for presentation and 
discussion. Discussion at the conference includes assigned commentators and audience 
questions. Accepted papers will be made available to all conference participants. 
Acceptance of a paper constitutes the presenting author’s agreement to be a 
commentator on another paper at the conference. 
 
More information is available here: http://cels2026.com   
 
About: Northwestern Pritzker School of Law and the Society for Empirical Legal Studies 
are pleased to host the 20th Annual Conference on Empirical Legal Studies (CELS) on 
October 2-3, 2026, in person at Northwestern Pritzker School of Law in Chicago, Illinois. 
CELS is an interdisciplinary gathering that draws researchers from across the United 
States and the world, bringing together scholars in law, economics, political science, 
psychology, and other fields who are interested in the empirical analysis of law and legal 
institutions.  
 
If you have questions about the submissions process, please contact the conference 
organizers at celsnorthwestern2026@gmail.com.  
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