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October 2, 2026 

Dear CELS 2026 Participants: 
 
It is my pleasure to welcome the 20th Annual Conference on Empirical Legal Studies 
(CELS) to Northwestern Pritzker School of Law. We are excited to host this assembly of 
empirical legal scholars from around the world and to welcome you here to Chicago and 
Northwestern.  
 
Northwestern Pritzker Law is a fitting home for the twentieth edition of CELS. 
Interdisciplinary scholarship has a long tradition at this law school, and empirical work 
on law has been part of that tradition for decades, carried forward by colleagues trained 
in economics, psychology, and political science as well as in law. Empirical legal studies 
matter because law is not only a body of doctrine. It is a set of institutions that produce 
consequences for real people, and those consequences can be measured. The work 
presented over these two days does exactly that. 
 
I want to thank the Society for Empirical Legal Studies for their partnership and give a 
special thanks to the team of co-organizers here at Northwestern for their dedication to 
planning this year’s conference: Kyle Rozema, Stephanie Holmes Didwania, and David L. 
Schwartz. I also want to thank the hard-working Northwestern staff for all their support 
for this event. The amount of work that goes into putting on a conference of this size and 
scale is immense, and I am grateful for all their effort to produce this exceptional 
conference.  
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
Zachary D. Clopton 
Dean 
Daniel Hale Williams Professor of Law 
Northwestern Pritzker School of Law 
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Overview of the Conference  

 
Fr iday, Octob er  2  

Time Tit le  & Locat ion 

8:00-9:00am 
Brea kfa st  
Location: Law School Atrium 

9:00-9:15am 
Welcome 
Location: Law School Atrium 

9:15-11:00am Session I:  Concurrent Sessions 
11:00-11:15am Coffee Brea k 
11:15-1:00pm Session II:  Concurrent Sessions 

1:00-2:00pm 
Lunch 
Location: Law School Atrium 

2:00-3:45pm Session III:  Concurrent Sessions 

4:00-5:00pm 
Key note Lecture by Elliott Ash, “Unlocking Legal Texts 
with LLMs” 
Location: Thorne Auditorium 

5:00-6:30pm 
Theodore Eisenberg Poster  Session a nd Reception 
Location: Law School Atrium 

 
Satur day, Octob er  3  

Time Tit le  & Locat ion 

8:00-9:00am 
Brea kfa st  
Location: Law School Atrium 

9:00-11:00am Session IV: Concurrent Sessions 
11:00-11:15am Coffee Brea k 

11:15am-1:00pm Session V: Concurrent Sessions 

1:00-2:00pm 
Lunch a nd Poster  Awa rd Presenta t ion 
Location: Law School Atrium 

2:15-4:00pm Session VI: Concurrent Sessions 
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Detailed Summary 
 

Friday, October  2  
Time Tit le  & Locat ion 

8:00-9:00am 
Brea kfa st  
Location: Law S chool  At r ium 

9:00-9:15am 
Welcome 
Location: Law S chool  At r ium  

9:15-11:00am 
1A. AI 1:  AI and Legal Reasoning 
Location: Levy-Mayer  1 0 4  ( Lincoln Hal l)  

9:15-11:00am 
1B. Civil  Procedure 1:  Disputes and Enforcement 
Location: Rub loff 1 4 0  

9:15-11:00am 
1C. Corporate 1:  Influence in Corporate Law 
Location: Wieb old t  4 0 8  

9:15-11:00am 
1D. International 1:  Trade and Investment 
Location: Rub loff 2 4 0  ( Facul t y  Commons)  

9:15-11:00am 
1E. IP 1:  Patent Grants,  Validity,  and Enforcement 
Location: McCor mick  1 7 5  

9:15-11:00am 
1F. Judging 1:  Immigration Judges and Courts 
Location: Wieb old t  4 0 6  

9:15-11:00am 
1G. Property and the Environment 
Location: Levy-Mayer  1 0 1  

11:00-11:15am 
Coffee Brea k 
Location: Law S chool  At r ium 

11:15am-1:00pm 
2A. Antitrust and IP:  Competit ion in Digital Markets 
Location: Rub loff 1 4 0  

11:15am-1:00pm 
2B. Regulation and Local Effects  
Location: Wieb old t  5 1 7  

11:15am-1:00pm 
2C. Corporate 2:  Agency Conflicts  
Location: Wieb old t  4 0 6  

11:15am-1:00pm 
2D. Corporate 3:  Prices and Inference 
Location: Wieb old t  4 0 8  

11:15am-1:00pm 
2E. Criminal 1:  Punishment 
Location: Rub loff 1 8 0  

11:15am-1:00pm 
2F. Health Law and Policy 
Location: Levy-Mayer  1 0 1  

11:15am-1:00pm 
2G. Immigration 
Location: Rub loff 2 4 0  ( Facul t y  Commons)  

1:00-2:00pm 
Lunch 
Location: Law S chool  At r ium 
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2:15-4:00pm 
3A. Administrative Law 
Location: Levy-Mayer  1 0 1   

2:15-4:00pm 
3B. Antitrust:  Strategies and Exclusion 
Location: Wieb old t  5 1 7  

2:15-4:00pm 
3C. Corporate 4:  Law and Reforms 
Location: Wieb old t  4 0 8  

2:15-4:00pm 
3D. Criminal 2:  Policing 
Location: Rub loff 1 7 5  

2:15-4:00pm 
3E. Judging 2:  Extraneous Factors 
Location: Rub loff 1 5 0   

2:15-4:00pm 
3F. Legal Profession 1:  Legal Education 
Location: Rub loff 2 4 0  ( Facul t y  Commons)  

2:15-4:00pm 
3G. Psychology 1:  At titudes Towards Legal Systems 
Location: Wieb old t  4 0 6  

4:15-5:15 pm 
Key note b y El l iot t  Ash, “Unlocking Legal Texts with LLMs” 
Location: Thor ne Au d it or ium 

5:15-7:00pm 
Theodore Eisenberg Poster  Session a nd Reception 
Location: Law S chool  At r ium 

 
Saturday, October  3  

8:00-9:00am 
Brea kfa st  
Location: Law School Atrium 

9:00-11:00am 
4A. AI 2:  Quantitative Text  Analysis  
Location: Rub loff 1 4 0  

9:00-11:00am 
4B. Judging 3:  AI and Judging (a)  
Location: Rub loff 1 7 5  

9:00-11:00am 
4C. Corporate 5:  The Corporation and Society 
Location: Rub loff 1 5 0   

9:00-11:00am 
4D. Criminal 3:  Perceptions of the Criminal System  
Location: Rub loff 1 8 0  

9:00-11:00am 
4E. Labor, Employment, and Discrimination 
Location: Levy-Mayer  1 0 1  

9:00-11:00am 
4F. Psychology 2:  Lay Decision-making 
Location: Rub loff 3 3 9  

9:00-11:00am 
4G. Torts and Insurance 
Location: McCor mick  1 7 5  

11:00-11:15am 
Coffee Brea k 
Location: Law S chool  At r ium 
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11:15am-1:00pm 
5A. Bankruptcy and Lending 
Location: Rub loff 3 3 9  

11:15am-1:00pm 
5B. Empirical  Contracts 
Location: Rub loff 1 7 5  

11:15am-1:00pm 
5C. Corporate 6:  Politics  and Norms 
Location: Rub loff 1 5 0  

11:15am-1:00pm 
5D. Criminal 4:  Criminal Behavior 
Location: Rub loff 1 8 0  

11:15am-1:00pm 
5E. International 2:  International Institutions 
Location: McCor mick  1 7 5  

11:15am-1:00pm 
5F. IP 2:  Measuring Creativity,  Meaning, and Quality 
Location: Levy-Mayer  1 0 1  

11:15am-1:00pm 
5G. Judicial Behavior 4:  AI and Judging (b)  
Location: Rub loff 1 4 0  

1:00-2:00pm 
Lunch a nd Poster  Awa rd Presenta t ion 
Location: Law S chool  At r ium 

2:15-4:00pm 
6A. Civil  Procedure 2:  Access and Transparency 
Location: Rub loff 3 3 9  

2:15-4:00pm 
6B. Constitutional Law and Polit ical Economy 
Location: Rub loff 1 8 0  

2:15-4:00pm 
6C. Corporate 7:  Investor Protection 
Location: Rub loff 1 5 0   

2:15-4:00pm 
6D. Judicial Behavior 5:  Independence and Consistency 
Location: Rub loff 1 4 0  

2:15-4:00pm 
6E. Legal Profession 2:  Law Practice 
Location: Rub loff 1 7 5  

2:15-4:00pm 
6F. Psychology 3:  Behavioral  Economics and Neuroscience 
Location: Levy-Mayer  1 0 1  

2:15-4:00pm 
6G. Tax and Public  Finance 
Location: McCor mick  1 7 5  
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Theodore Eisenberg Poster  Session: Friday 5:15–7:00pm 
 
Brian Broughman, Venture Unraveled 

Yun-chien Chang, Female Homophily until Queen Bee: Evidence from Half a Million Citations in 
Chinese Law Journals 

Jui-Hsiang (Alex) Chu, Recoverable but Not Countable: ESG Funds and the SEC Names Rule 

Christoph Engel, Piercing the Veil of the Panel: The Power of the Justice Referee in the German 
Constitutional Court 

John M. Golden, Analogous Art: Patent Law's Errant Gatekeeper 

Svenja Hippel, How Sanction Severity Influences Actual and Perceived Detection Probabilities 
Conditional on Enforcement Design 

Eun Hye Kim, Measuring Incremental Change in the Case Law  

Monika Leszczynska, The Egocentric Reasonable Person: Whose Norms Decide What is 
Reasonable in Contract Law? 

Kate Litvak, Authoritarian Lawmaking in the Shadow of Sanctions: An Empirical Study of 
Russiaʼs Attempt to Boost Domestic IT 

Thomas D. Lyon, Childrenʼs Responses to Forced-Choice Questions in Sexual Abuse Interviews and 
Trials 

Aileen Nielsen, Information, Not Price, Dominates Choices to Use Legal Privacy Opt-Out Rights: 
Evidence from an Online Experiment 

Hai Jin Park, How Humans and Large Language Models Allocate Fault in Autonomous-Vehicle 
Accidents 

Yumi Park, Pyrrhic Finality: Political Exposure and Post-Award Contestation in Investor–State 
Dispute Settlement 

Shaghayegh Pourvosoughi, When She Fails:  Women Entrepreneurs and Gender Gaps in Business 
Bankruptcy 

Dvir Yogev, Who Counts as a “Progressive Prosecutor”? Expert Perception and the Life of a 
Contested Political Label 

Li Zhang, When Prior District Court Service Matters: Dynamic Experience, Seniority, and Home-
Court Effects: Evidence from U.S. Courts of Appeals, 2008 – 2024 
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Complete Schedule of Panels 
 

Session 1 : Fr iday 9 :1 5 –1 1 :0 0 am  
(Presenting Authors  are  in  Bold)  

1A. AI and Legal 
Reasoning 

 
Levy-Mayer 104 

(Lincoln Hall) 

Daniel Chen, Jonathan Choi, 
Henrik Sigstad & Ramya 

Vunikili, Large Language Models 
Can Preserve Deterrence by 

Deciding on Evidence, Not Type 

Nicholas Bednar, David 
Cleveland, Allan Erbsen & 
Daniel Schwarcz, Artificial 

Intelligence and Human Legal 
Reasoning 

Stephan Tontrup & 
Christopher Sprigman, 

Strategic Delegation of Moral 
Decisions to AI 

Discussant: Yun-chien Chang Daniel Linna Doron Teichman 
1B. Civil Procedure 

1: Disputes and 
Enforcement 

 
Rubloff 140 

Gilat Bachar, The Scope of 
Silence: Public Perceptions of 

Non-Disclosure Clauses in 
Settlements 

Zachary Clopton, Nathan 
Reitinger & David Schwartz, 

Contempt 

Jeremy McClane & Lew 
Kulantzick, Investor 
Protection through 

Arbitration 

Discussant: Myriam Gilles Greg Reilly Gilat Bachar 
1C. Corporate 1: 

Influence in 
Corporate Law 

 
Wieboldt 408 

Yonca Ertimur, Melissa Martin & 
Andrea Pawliczek, Algorithmic 

Advocacy: Unpacking Distortion 
in the ISS Say-on-Pay Process 

Natalya Shnitser, Shadow 
Shareholders: The Emergence 
of Collective Investment Trusts 

as Institutional Owners 

Jonathon Zytnick, 
Shareholder Voting Power 

Discussant: Natalya Shnitser Jonathon Zytnick Dhruv Aggarwal 
1D. International 1: 

Trade and 
Investment 

 
Rubloff 240  

(Leighton Faculty 
Commons) 

Cree Jones, Tariff King: How 
U.S. Democracy Became a 

Trade Autocracy 

Anastasiia Panicheva, Pieter 
Desmet & Elena Kantorowicz-

Reznichenko, Tariffs or 
Economic Sanctions? How 
Policy Labels Shape Public 

Support for Economic Coercion 
in the United States and China 

Weijia Rao & Niccolò Ridi, 
Who Shapes ISDS Reform? 

Power in International 
Lawmaking 

Discussant: Weijia Rao Jide Nzelibe Sadie Blanchard 
1E. IP 1: Patent 

Grants, Validity, and 
Enforcement 

 
McCormick 175 

Colleen Chien, Joan Farre-
Mensa & Jillian Grennan, The 

Returns to Recognition: Patent 
Grants and the Allocation of 

Innovative Talent 

David Abrams & Elliott Ash, 
Searching for Innovation: 

Understanding Patent Impact 
with Google's PageRank 

Algorithm 

Jason Reinecke, David 
Schwartz & Christopher 

Seaman, Bifurcation: An Ex 
periment from Patent Law 

Discussant: Christopher Cotropia Jason Rantanen Christopher Buccafusco 
1F. Judging 1: 

Immigration Judges 
and Courts 

 
Wieboldt 406 

Sai Zhang & Daniel Chen, When 
Hierarchies Teach: Selective 

Review and Decision Alignment 
in U.S. Asylum Courts 

Kyusick Yang & Nathan Lee, 
Bureaucratizing Justice: 
Executive Control in U.S. 

Immigration Courts 

Daniel Klerman, Are Trump 
Judges Different?  Evidence 

from Immigration Cases 

Discussant: Li Zhang Aziz Huq Emily Ryo 

1G. Property and the 
Environment 

 
 

Levy-Mayer 101 

Steven Smith, Bryan Leonard; 
Eric Alston; & Joseph Price, 

Establishing the Land of 
Opportunity: Land Transfers and 
Economic Mobility in American 

History 

Hajin Kim, Andrew McKinley & 
Julia Wu, Evaluating Sackett: 
How Much Wetland Have We 

Lost? 

Kellen Zale, The Unzoned 
County 

Discussant: Jacob Waggoner Daniel Walters Nadav Shoked 
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Session 2 : Fr iday 1 1 :1 5 am–1 :0 0 pm  
(Presenting Authors  are  in  Bold)  

2A. Antitrust and IP: 
Competition in 
Digital Markets 

 
 

Rubloff 140 

Raquel De Haro Pérez, Amit 
Zac & Stefan Bechtold, 

Diffusion Power: Assessing 
Countries' Abilities to Set Global 

Rules for the Digital Economy 

Dahyun Choi & Nolan 
McCarty, Ideology and the 

Selection of Legal Authority: 
Evidence from American 

Antitrust 

Omar Vasquez Duque, The 
Magical Number 2 (Minus 

Two): An Empirical Analysis 
on the Efficacy of Choice 

Screens to Increase 
Competition in Digital 

Markets 
Discussant: Ofer Eldar Aslihan Asil Ezra Friedman 

2B. Regulation and 
Local Effects 

 
Wieboldt 517 

Eric Helland, Cameron Shelton 
& Minjae Yun, Debt Collection 

and Housing Instability 

Luis Faundez & Manisha Padi, 
Licensing Enforcement and the 

Supply of Childcare 

Matthew Gustafson, Lubomir 
Litov & Bharat Parajuli, 

Borders Bear the Brunt: State 
Environmental Review and 

Severed Agglomerations 
Discussant: Lubomir Litov Lorenzo Luisetto Kate Litvak 

2C. Corporate 2: 
Agency Conflicts 

 
Wieboldt 406 

Elisabeth de Fontenay & Yaron 
Nili, Limited Partner Advisory 

Committees and the 
Governance of Private Capital 

Andrew Jennings, Everyday 
Veil Piercing  

Discussant: Andrew Jennings Bernard Black  
2D. Corporate 3: 

Prices and Inference 
 

Wieboldt 408 

Robert Bartlett & Maureen 
O’Hara, Adverse Selection in 
Prediction Markets: Evidence 

from Kalshi 

Adam Callister & Andrew 
Granato, Valuation Malleability 

in Securities Litigation 

Adriana Robertson & Holger 
Spamann, Detectability and 

Underestimation in Event 
Studies 

Discussant: Adriana Robertson Robert Bartlett Andrew Granato 

2E. Criminal 1: 
Punishment 

 
Rubloff 180 

Oren Gazal-Ayal & Zeev 
Mogilevsky , Distinguishable 

but Undetected: True and False 
Confessions in Isolated Versus 

Comparative Evaluation 

Chika Okafor, Prosecutor 
Politics: The Impact of Election 
Cycles on Criminal Sentencing 

in the Era of Rising 
Incarceration 

Ryan Sakoda, Dynamic 
Pathways into Long-Term 

Solitary Confinement 

Discussant: Anna Zaret Benjamin Pyle Madison Coots 

2F. Health Law and 
Policy 

 
 

Levy-Mayer 101 

Sadia Farzana, Andy Yuan, Qian 
Luo, Ali Moghtaderi, Vinay Kini & 

Bernard Black, Racial and 
Ethnic Disparities in AMI 

Procedures: Between-Hospital 
and Within-Hospital Differences 

Jennifer Shinall & Myrick 
Shinall, Jr., Charting the Divide: 
The Intersection of Healthcare 

Provider Demographics and 
Politics in the Post-Dobbs 

Regime 

Gerard Wedig, State 
Formulary Laws and 

Population Health: Evidence 
from Medicaid GLP-1 

Coverage 

Discussant: Gerard Wedig Jill Horwitz Sadia Farzana 

2G. Immigration 
 

Rubloff 240 
 (Leighton Faculty 

Commons) 

Jonathan Jackson, Tasseli 
McKay & Aziz Huq, Who 

Counts? Moral Boundaries and 
the Legitimacy of Violent 

Immigration Enforcement in the 
United States 

Ian Peacock & Emily Ryo, 
Hurricane Shocks and 

Detention Transfers 

George Vojta, Immigration 
Legal Aid and Removal 
Proceeding Outcomes 

Discussant: Daniel Klerman George Vojta Nathan Lee 
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Session 3 : Fr iday 2 :1 5 -4 :0 0 pm  
(Presenting Authors  are  in  Bold)  

3A.Administrative 
Law 

 
Levy-Mayer 101 

Bharat Parajuli & Phong Ngo, 
Costly Rules, Uncertain Courts: 
Wealth Redistribution from the 

Rise and Fall of Chevron 
Deference 

Marko Petrovic, Kevin Tobia & 
Daniel Walters, When Is the 
Best Reading of Statutes That 

They Delegate Discretion? 

 Sahil Alim & Jacob 
Waggoner, Whose Ordinary 

Meaning? 

Discussant: Eric Alston Jonathan Choi Eric Martinez 

3B. Antitrust: 
Strategies and 

Exclusion 
 

Wieboldt 517 

Anthony Dukes, Aishwarya 
Joshi & D. Daniel Sokol, 
Marketing Channels and 

Antitrust: The Rise of Customer-
Centric Legal Standards 

Aslihan Asil, Paulo Alcantara 
Ramos, Amanda Starc & 
Thomas Wollmann, Are 

Private Equity Funds Liable 
for Anticompetitive 

Acquisitions? 

Jun Oh & Hojun Seo, 
Interlocking Directors and 

Technology Exclusion 

Discussant: Alex Lee Salil Mehra Anthony Dukes  

3C. Corporate 4: Law 
and Reforms 

 
Wieboldt 408 

Ofer Eldar & Lorenzo Magnolfi, 
Explaining Delaware's 

Dominance: Firm Heterogeneity 
and Demand for Legal Flexibility 

Michael Simkovic, The Two 
Laws of M&A 

Kenneth Khoo & James Si 
Zeng, US-China Decoupling 

and Board Composition: 
Evidence from Chinese Listed 

Firms 
Discussant: James Si Zeng Stefan Bechtold Michael Simkovic 

3D. Criminal 2: 
Policing 

 
 

 
Rubloff 175 

Madison Coots, Johann 
Gaebler, Alex Chohlas-Wood, 
Josh Grossman, Julian Nyarko, 

Ravi Shroff & Sharad Goel, 
Towards Individualized Risk 

Predictions with LLMs 

Miguel de Figueiredo & 
Brendan Maher, Police 

Drones: An Empirical Analysis 

David Hackett & Aaron 
Stagoff-Belfort, 

When Policing Technology is 
Discontinued: Response 

Times and Crime After 
Chicago’s ShotSpotter 

Decommission 
Discussant: Chika Okafor Caroline Ferguson Dvir Yogev 

3E. Judging 2: 
Extraneous Factors 

 
Rubloff 150 

Patrick Wu, Chang-Ching Lin, & 
Yun-chien Chang, Anticipatory 

Collegiality: How Chance 
Encounters Among Judges 
Impact Reversal Decisions 

Maëlle Stricot, Breaking 
News: How Media Coverage 

Shapes Judicial Responses to 
Violence Against Women 

Haoyi Zhang & Tianyi Zhu, 
Keep Calm and Judge On: 
Festive Fervor and Judicial 

Professionalization 

Discussant: Haoyi Zhang Christoph Engel Maëlle Stricot 
3F. Legal Profession 
1: Legal Education 

 
Rubloff 240  

( Leighton Faculty 
Commons) 

Benjamin Chen & Hong Bao, 
Training for Technology: 

Adoption and Productive Use of 
Generative AI in Legal Analysis 

Christopher Robertson, A 
Scalable Intervention to 

Improve Bar Success 

Adam Chilton, Giulia 
Cusenza, Lorenzo Luisetto & 

Kyle Rozema, Alternative 
Educational Pathways into 

the Legal Profession 

Discussant: Christopher Robertson Aileen Nielsen Daniel Rodriguez 
3G. Psychology 1; 
Attitudes Towards 

Legal Systems 
 

Wieboldt 406 

Adi Leibovitch & Doron 
Teichman, Expressive 

Spillovers: How the Laws of One 
Jurisdiction Shape the 

Expressive Power of Another’s 

Sanford Gordon & Gregory 
Huber, Disciplining 

Punishment (Attitudes) 

Madeline Materna, Law That 
Bites: How Legal Labels 

Shape Public Support for 
Punishment 

 

Discussant: Jennifer Arlen Elena Kantorowicz-
Reznichenko Mara Revkin 
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Session 4 : Saturday 9 :0 0 –1 1 :0 0 am (cont inued on next  page)  
(Presenting Authors  are  in  Bold)  

4A. AI 2: 
Quantitative Text 

Analysis 
 
 

 
 

Rubloff 140 

Jens Frankenreiter, 
Measuring Corporate 

Governance with Large 
Language Models 

Michael Livermore & 
Neel Surya, The 

Polarization of Judicial 
Discourse in U.S. 

Environmental Law 

Talia Schwartz Maor, 
Modeling the “Human 
Black Box”: Lessons 

Learned from 
Computational 
Analysis of the 

Facilitator Role in 
Large-scale Divorce 

Negotiations 

Peter Grajzl & Peter 
Murrell, Liberty and 

State Effectiveness in 
Industrializing Britain: 
War, Politics, and Law 

Discussant: Hai Jin Park Talia Schwartz Maor Yonathan Arbel Gregory Shill 

4B. Judging 3: AI 
and Judging (a) 

 
 

 
 
 

Rubloff 175 

Amit Heim, Aniket 
Kesari & Johannes 

Kruse, Too Predictable? 
LLMs, Data 

Contamination, and 
What Forecasting the 

Supreme Court 
Reveals 

Norman Siebrasse, 
AI-Assisted Pairwise 

Comparison for Large-
Scale Jurisprudential 

Analysis: The Fifty-
Year Shift from Rules 
to Standards in the 
Supreme Court of 

Canada 

Edward Stiglitz, 
Explanation without 

Prediction: The Limits 
of Judicial Identity 

 

Discussant: Matthew Dahl Eyal Zamir Keren Weinshall  
4C. Corporate 5: 
The Corporation 

and Society 
 

 
Rubloff 150 

Sureyya Burcu Avci, H. 
Nejat Seyhun & Andrew 

Verstein, Safe Harbor 
or Pirate’s Cove: Insider 

Trading and 144 

Dhruv Aggarwal, 
Albert Choi & 

Geeyoung Min, 
Litigating Corporate 

Culture 

Andrew Granato & 
Matthew Pierson, 
GRATs as Quasi-

Options: Evidence from 
Corporate Insiders’ 

Estate Planning 

Quinn Curtis & Max 
Schanzenbach, ESG 

and ERISA: Agency 
Rulemaking and 

Employer Adherence 

Discussant: Jui-Hsiang Chu Reilly Steel Albert Choi Matthew Pierson 

4D. Criminal 3: 
Perceptions of the 

Criminal System 
 

 
 

Rubloff 180 

Elena Kantorowicz-
Reznichenko & 

Jaroslaw Kantorowicz, 
Equal Fines or Equal 

Burdens? Public 
Judgments of 
Punishment 

Nadia Banteka & Itay 
Ravid, 

On Our Behalf? 
Exploring Public 

Perception of Police 
Authority and the 

"State Action" 
Doctrine 

Jinpeng Shi,  When 
District Attorneys 
Decide: Election 

Cycles and Prosecuting 
Behaviors 

Tom Zur, When the 
Law of Small 

Numbers Meets the 
Law: A Theory of 

Judicial Quotas in Pre-
Trial Detention 

Hearings 
 

Discussant: Itay Ravid Madeline Materna Dmitrii Shchetinin Svenja Hippel 
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Session 4 : Saturday 9 :0 0 –1 1 :0 0 am (cont inued from previous  page)  
(Presenting Authors  are  in  Bold)  

4E. Labor, 
Employment, and 

Discrimination 
 
 

 
 

Levy-Mayer 101 

Kentaro Asai, Nhan Le, & 
Qianru Zhang, Labor 
Health Policies and 

Corporate Compliance: 
Evidence from Paid Sick 

Leave Mandates 

Tito Boeri, Andrea 
Garnero, Lorenzo 

Luisetto & Federica 
Meluzzi, Regulatory 
Failures Behind the 

Global Rise of 
Noncompetes 

J.J. Prescott, 
Heather Tookes & 
Emmanuel Yimfor, 

Disclosure Regimes, 
Noisy Signals, and 

Collateral 
Consequences 

Itzik Fadlon, Michael 
Mueller-Smith, 
Benjamin Pyle, 
James Reeves & 
Briana Sullivan, 

Job Displacement, 
Crime, and the Value 

of Unemployment 
Insurance in the US 

Discussant: Luis Faundez Nhan Le Priyanka 
Goonetilleke Ryan Sakoda 

4F. Psychology 2: 
Lay Decision-

making 
 
 

 
Rubloff 339 

Shari Diamond & Mary 
Rose, Forepersons and 

Biggest Talkers 

Sue Provenzano & 
Sarah Brown-

Schmidt, I’m Going to 
Dinner (with Frank) 

Charlotte Alexander 
& Mohsin Yousufi, 

(In)credible 
Evidence: An 
Experiment in 

Digitization, 
Demographics, and 

Believability 

Maureen Gill, From 
Principle to Practice: 
Do Juror Instructions 

Truly Produce 
Coherence and 

Uniformity of Results? 

Discussant: Tess Wilkinson-Ryan Stephan Tontrup Alexander Morell Nancy Marder 

4G. Torts and 
Insurance 

 
 

 
 

McCormick 175 

Meirav Furth-Matzkin, 
Contracting for 

Deference: 
Discretionary Clauses 

and the Problem of 
Deferential Review in 
Insurance Contracts 

Elissa Gentry, Should 
Promotional Materials 

Affect the Scope of 
Informed Consent? 

Bernard Chao & 
Christopher 

Robertson, Covert 
Punishment: An 

Empirical Study of 
the Damages Divide 

David Hyman, Anton 
Chorniy, William Sage 

& Bernard Black, 
Regulation by 

Disclosure: Do 
Nursing Home Star 

Ratings Affect 
Occupancy? 

Discussant: Jonathan Masur Jessica Williams 
Schnelker Elissa Gentry Bernard Chao 
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Session 5 : Saturday 1 1 :1 5 am–1 :0 0 pm  
(Presenting Authors  are  in  Bold)  

5A. Bankruptcy and 
Lending 

 
Rubloff 339 

Ben Bates & Pranjal Drall, Same 
Loan, Different Marks: Fees, 

Governance, and Valuation in 
Private Credit 

Belisa Pang, Matthew 
Bruckner & Dalié Jiménez, 
The Missing Cases: Student 

Loan Discharge in Bankruptcy 
After Reform 

Brittany Lewis & Manisha 
Padi, Regulating Secondary 

Loan Markets: Evidence from 
Small Business Lending 

Discussant: Manisha Padi Ben Bates Eric Helland 

5B. Empirical 
Contracts 

 
 

Rubloff 175 

Yonathan Arbel & David 
Hoffman, Generative Gap Filling 

Luka Nenadic, Stefan 
Bechtold, Kevin Davis & 

Reinhold Kesler, Platform 
Republics: How Platform 

Rules Shape the Content of 
App Licenses 

Tess Wilkinson-Ryan, Buyer 
Breach 

Discussant: Hong Bao Lior Strahilevitz Monika Leszczynska 

5C. Corporate 6: 
Politics and Norms 

 
 

 
Rubloff 150 

Dhruv Aggarwal, Political 
Dependence and Corporate 

Social Responsibility 

Eric Baldwin, Takuma 
Iwasaki, John Donohue & 

Charlie Grabois, 
The Price of Political Ties: 
Reputational Risk and the 

Strategic Divestment of 
Corporate PACs 

Maimuna Akter, Douglas 
Cumming & Pedro Monteiro, 
From Adoption to Retreat: The 

Rise and Fall of DEI 
Disclosure 

Discussant: Brian Broughman Jack Deschler Eric Baldwin 

5D. Criminal 4: 
Criminal Behavior 

 
 

Rubloff 180 

Priyanka Goonetilleke, 
Anastasia Karpova & Artem 

Kuriksha, Illegal Drug Use and 
Government Policty 

Dmitrii Shchetinin, 
From Distant Courts to Local 

Justice: The Impact of 
Community Courts on 

Offenders and 
Neighbourhoods 

Angelo Diaz, JJ Naddeo & 
Neel Sukhatme, The First 

and Worst: Peer Effects in a 
Large U.S. Jail 

Discussant: J.J. Prescott Miguel de Figueiredo Max Schanzenbach 
5E. International 2: 

International 
Institutions 

 
McCormick 175 

Leo You Li, Stronger yet Less a 
Court: Harnessing the Chinese 
Judiciary through Bureaucratic 

Co-rulemaking 

Janina Dill & Mara Revkin, 
The Moral Logic of Blame for 
Civilian Casualties: Evidence 

from Iraq 

Adam Chilton, Patricio 
Domínguez, Diego Gil & 

Edurardo Undurraga, Social 
Shocks and the Emergence of 

Informal Settlements 
Discussant: Anastasiia Panicheva Diego Gil Leo You Li 

5F. IP 2: Measuring 
Creativity, Meaning, 

and Quality 
 

Levy-Mayer 101 

Christopher Buccafusco, Dave 
Fagundes & Jonathan Nash, 

Copyright and Creative 
Collaboration in the Age of 

Artificial Intelligence 

Barton Beebe, Sibo Ma & 
Julian Nyarko, Benchmarking 

Trademark Genericide 

Christopher Buccafusco, 
Jonathan Masur & Ryan 

Whalen, Intermediary 
Incentives and Ratings 

Inflation: Evidence from the 
Market for Wine Criticism 

Discussant: Peter DiCola Shari Diamond David Hyman  
5G. Judging 4: AI and 

Judging (b) 
 

Rubloff 140 

Elliott Ash & Kevin Cope, 
Judicial Dimensions 

Nathan Reitinger, Easy Case 
Déjà Vu 

Ori Katz & Eyal Zamir, Law, 
Justice, and Artificial 

Intelligence 

Discussant: Aniket Kesari Kevin Cope Nathan Reitinger 
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Session 6 : Saturday 2 :1 5 –4 :0 0 pm  
(Presenting Authors  are  in  Bold)  

6A. Civil Procedure 2: 
Access and 

Transparency 
 

Rubloff 339 

Daniela Coelho, Jedson Pinto & 
Gil Sadka, Court Transparency 

and Corporate Litigation 
Reporting 

Jessica Schnelker & Iolanthe 
Brooks, Shuffling 

Incarcerated Litigants 
 

Discussant: Jens Frankenreiter Jinpeng Shi  
6B. Constitutional 
Law and Political 

Economy 
 

Rubloff 180 

Adan Ershied & Netta Barak-
Corren, Exclusion or 

Coexistence? Evidence from the 
Staggered Enactment of Veil 

Bans in Switzerland 

Nolan McCarty & Reilly 
Steel, The Political Economy 

of Diversity, Equity, and 
Inclusion 

Keren Weinshall & Lee 
Epstein, Explaining Declines 

in Judicial Autonomy: 
Backsliding or Backlash? 

Discussant: Thomas Lyon Pedro Monteiro Adan Ershied 
6C. Corporate 7: 

Investor Protection 
 

Rubloff 150 

Lauren Yu-Hsin Lin, 
BlackRock Exceptionalism in 

the Geopolitics of Proxy Voting 

Jason Lee, Matthew Shaffer 
& Michael Simkovic, 

Disclosure in the Shadow of 
Bankruptcy 

Isabelle Zhang, The Limits of 
Bonding: Foreign Issuers, U.S. 
Enforcement and Disclosure 

Quality 
Discussant: Matthew Shaffer Isabelle Zhang Kevin Davis 

6D. Judging 5: 
Independence and 

Consistency 
 

Rubloff 140 

Matthew Dahl, What Can We 
Learn About Discrimination 

from Random Judicial 
Assignment? 

Gabriel Gertsch, Judicial 
Independence and 

Consistency: Evidence from 
Switzerland 

Elliott Ash, Filippo Lancieri, 
Advaita Singh & Luigi 

Zingales, Can Money Tilt the 
Balance of Justice? 

Discussant: Gabriel Gertsch Filippo Lancieri Dhruv Aggarwal 

6E. Legal Profession 
2: Law Practice 

 
 

 
Rubloff 175 

John Donohue, Leo You Li, 
Shreeya Singh, Ralph Anzivino, 
Ian Ayres, Sue Guan, Christoph 
Henkel & Keith Sharfman, The 
Standard Behind the Grade: AI 

Graders, Expert Consensus, and 
the Noise of the Single Grader 

Kuan-Ming Chen, Patrick 
Chung-Chia Huang, Ting-
Chun Lin & Ping-Chi Shih, 
Educational Networks and 

Judicial Outcomes: Evidence 
from Taiwan’s Legal System 

Gregory Shill, Flames of 
Scale? Law Office Clustering 

after the Great Chicago Fire of 
1871 

Discussant: Cree Jones Eric Baldwin Patrick Chung-Chia Huang 
6F. Psychology 3: 

Behavioral 
Economics and 
Neuroscience 

 
Levy-Mayer 101 

Eric Martinez, Jingyuan She, 
Ruimin Gao, David Oluigbo, 

Edward Gibson, Evelina 
Fedorenko & Anna Ivanova, The 

Neural Underpinnings of 
Legalese 

Alexander Morell & Aileen 
Oeberst, Do German Judges 

Treat People with Foreign 
Names Differently? A Vignette 

Experiment. 

Lewis Kornhauser, Yijia Lu & 
Stephan Tontrup, Why 

Incentives Don’t Crowd Out 
Prosocial Motivation When 
Behavior is Driven by Mixed 

Motives 
Discussant: Sarah Brown-Schmidt Jonathan Koehler Tom Zur 

6G. Tax and Public 
Finance 

 
McCormick 175 

Aviv Caspi, Jacob Goldin, 
Sreeraahul Kancherla, Daniel 

Reck & Daniel Ho, Optimal Tax 
Audits Using Predictions 

Lauren van Schilfgaarde, 
Double Taxation 

Entrenchment: Mapping 
Tribal-State Taxation 

Compacts and State Statutes 

Vishal Baloria, Todd Kravet & 
Jennifer Luchs-Nunez, How 
Do IRS Staffing Reductions 

Impact Individual Income Tax 
Compliance? 

Discussant: Vishal Baloria Aviv Caspi Lauren van Schilfgaarde 
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Fellows of the Society of Empir ical Legal Studies 
 

David Abrams 
Jennifer Arlen 

Michal Barzuza 
Stefan Bechtold 
Stuart  Benjamin 

David Bjerk 
Bernie Black 

Yun-chien Chang 
Adam Chilton 

Kevin Cope 
Quinn Curtis 

Miguel de Figueiredo 
Dhammika Dharmapala 
Shari Seidman Diamond 

John Donohue 
Christoph Engel 

Michael D. Frakes 
Jim Greiner 

Valerie Hans 
Michael Heise 
Eric Helland 
James Hines 

Daniel Ho

Rebecca Hollander-Blumoff 
William Hubbard 

Pauline Kim 
Daniel M. Klerman 

Daniel Krauss 
Robert J.  MacCoun 

Thomas Miles 
Anthony Niblett  

Anne Joseph OʼConnell  
J.J Prescott  

Jeffrey Rachlinski 
Ivan Cesar Ribeiro 

Barak Richman 
Roberta Romano 

Emily Ryo 
Paige Skiba 
Sonja Starr 
Jed Stiglitz 
Eric Talley 

Tess Wilkinson-Ryan 
Albert Yoon 

Kathryn Zeiler 
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CELS 2026 Area Organizers 
 

Dhruv Aggarwal 
Charlotte Alexander 

Yun-chien Chang 
Jonathan Choi 

Christopher Cotropia 
Miguel de Figueiredo 

Jens Frankenreiter 
Jacob Goldin 

Priyanka Goonetilleke 
David Hoffman 
Michael Kang 
Aniket Kesari  
Kenneth Khoo 

Hajin Kim 
Matthew Kugler 
Adi Leibovitch 

Lauren Yu-Hsin Lin 
Michael Livermore 

Lorenzo Luisetto 
Andrew McKinley 

Janice Nadler 
Chika Okafor 
Manisha Padi 

Jonathan Petkun 
Benjamin Pyle 

Weijia Rao 
Gaétan de Rassenfosse 

Ryan Sakoda 
Reilly Steel 

Dane Thorley 
Mila Versteeg 

Daniel Walters 
Eleanor Wilking 

Andy Yuan 
John Zhuang Liu  
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