Essay Exam Structure:

Below is an example of how to structure an essay answer with a rule that has multiple
elements and/or defenses

Issue: overall issue for problem

Rule: list all elements and possible defenses. This should be just a list as you’ll go into detail
for each element and defense later. This also serves as an internal outline you can
use to check and see if you've discussed all the relevant law.

Analysis (follow this structure for each actor if there are multiple):
Element 1:
issue--introduce the element you’ll be analyzing — or elements if courts analyze two elements
together
rule--provide more detail about what is needed to satisfy this element and why
analysis--analyze the problem facts to the rule for this element
--main argument
--counter argument
conclusion--conclude for this element

Element 11:
Same structure as Element I

Continue until all elements are analyzed
If applicable, move on to any defenses:

Defense #1:
issue--introduce the defense you’ll be analyzing
rule--provide more detail about what is needed to satisfy this defense and why
analysis--analyze the problem facts to the rule for this defense
Include a main and counter argument
conclusion--conclude for this element

Continue until all defenses are analyzed.

Conclusion: overall conclusion for problem



Writing Lab/APEX Exam Writing Session Hypo
Question

Todd was still angry as he left the locker room and started up the steps to the swimming
pool. He had narrowly missed being hit by a speeding car as he walked through the recreation
center parking lot. Todd had hoped that swimming would calm him down, but that was not to
be. The pool was very crowded with four or five people in each lane swimming one behind the
other. Todd slid into Lane 3 and began his side stroke. In Lane 2, a woman doing the butterfly
stroke was churning the waters. As she swam by, her hand struck Todd's shoulder. Todd turned,
shook his fist at her as she swam away, and shouted, “If you do that again, you'll be sorry.” A
few minutes later they passed again and again, her hand touched Todd. This time Todd was
ready; he kicked at her with all his strength. But his foot just brushed her elbow, and she kept
on swimming. Only later did she learn about the incident from a friend who had observed from
the stands. What torts?

Applicable Law

**Note: This law is solely an example for use with this hypo to give us a common language.
You likely learned these rules differently and should use the law as taught by your
professor.**

Battery:

Liability for battery requires that the defendant commit an act which:
1. was intended to cause
2. did cause
3. ahostile or offensive contact
4. for which there is no defense
a. self-defense
b. defense of others
c. consent
1. Express consent
ii. Implied consent

Assault:

intent
. cause
apprehension
immediate
battery
defenses
a. self defense
b. defense of others
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